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Federal  Anti-Gay  Bill 
in  Preparation 


By  Gary  V.  Richards 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  A  bill 
in  preparation  by  Congressperson 
Larry  McDonald  (D-GA)  and  his 
aides  would  grant  employers  the 
right  to  decide  whether  or  not  they 
wish  to  hire  gays.  McDonald’s  bill 
has  been  prompted  by  the 
Waxman-Weiss  Bill,  a  federal 
measure  which  would  end  discrim¬ 
ination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  pre¬ 
ference.  The  form  McDonald’s 
measure  will  take  and  the  effect  it 
will  have  is  not  yet  clear. 

The  anti-gay  bill  is  being  backed 
by  the  fundamentalist  lobby, 
Christian  Voice.  Gary  Jarmin  of 
Christian  Voice  told  GCN,  “Our 
bill  would  be  180  degrees  from  the 
gay  rights  bill .  .  .  We  believe  that 
homosexuality  is  a  legitimate  basis 
on  which  an  employer  should  not 
have  to  hire  someone  if  he/she 
chooses  not  to.’’ 

“Our  major  objective,”  said 
Jarmin,  “is  to  defeat  the  gay 
rights  bill.  The  fate  of  our  bill  is 
not  crucial.”  He  felt  that  the 
Waxman-Weiss  Bill  had  little 
chance  of  passing  and  that  “there¬ 
fore  it  probably  isn’t  necessary  for 
us  to  introduce  anything  at  all.” 

When  asked  about  the 
motivation  behind  the  aciton 
Jarmin  said,  “We  want  to  get  this 


bill  introduced  to  help  clarify  and 
dramatize  the  issue  ...  As  long  as 
we’re  fighting  the  gay  rights  bill, 
people  are' going  to  say  ‘you’re 
just  against  the  rights  of  other 
human  beings’.”  Jarmin  ex¬ 
plained,  “We  want  to  shift  the 
emphasis  to  the  rights  of  others 
[employers]  whose  rights  would  be 
denied.” 

Steven  Endean  of  the  Gay 
Rights  National  Lobby  (GRNL) 
told  GCN,  “One  could  speculate 
that  the  bill  is  being  drawn  up  pri¬ 
marily  as  a  publicity  ploy  for  the 
Christian  Voice  and  they  will  use 
the  bill  to  mobilize  anti-gay  senti¬ 
ment  in  Congress .  .  .  begin  to  get 
co-sponsors  for  the  resolution, 
etc.”  Endean  said,  “They’ll  try  to 
use  hot-button  issues  like  this  to 
raise  money.” 

Said  Jarmin,  “We’ll  introduce 
our  measure  as  a  bill  and  we  may 
offer  it  as  an  amendment  to  the 
gay  rights  bill  or  to  some  other  bill 
if  we  feel  it  necessary.” 

Congressperson  Don  Edwards 
(D-CA),  a  co-sponsor  of  the 
Waxman-Weiss  Bill,  chairs  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Civil  and 
Constitutional  Rights  where 
McDonald’s  anti-gay  bill  would 
have  to  go.  “It  will  not  be  heard 


Steven  Endean,  Executive 
Director,  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby 


by  the  subcommittee,”  Edwards 
said.  “I  find  very  little  support  in 
the  subcommittee  for  the  bill  .  .  . 
it’s  a  discriminatory  bill,  [and]  we 
are  the  anti-discrimination 
subcommittee.” 

“I’m  sure  they  [McDonald  and 
Christian  Voice]  had  no  illusions 
that  when  the  bill  went  to  Don 
Edwards’  committee  that  it  would 
get  a  hearing,”  said  Endean. 
“Everyone  knows  him  well 
enough  to  know  he  would  not  be 
well  inclined  towards  it.” 

Although  McDonald’s  bill 
reportedly  has  no  chance  of 
reaching  the  Congress,  Endean 
felt  “the  issue  has  to  be  taken  ser¬ 
iously.  It  is  the  first  specifically 
anti-gay  [federal]  legislation  to  be 
put  in  as  a  bill.” 

Continued  on  page  6 


Chicago  Organizers  Expel  RSL 

By  Rick  Hillegas 


CHICAGO,  IL  —  The  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Socialist  League  (RSL) 
has  been  expelled  from  Chicago’s 
Organizing  Committee  for  the 
March  on  Washington. 

RSL  members  Laura  Wadeby, 
Joe  Galanti,  and  Doug  Scully,  the 
first  an  Illinois  delegate  and  the 
other  two  alternate  delegates  to 
the  Houston  National 
Conference,  were  stripped  of  their 
March  posts  by  a  June  26  open 
meeting  of  the  Chicago 
Organizing  Committee.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  also  expanded  from  3  to  10 
members  Chicago’s  formerly 
RSL-dominated  Steering  Commit¬ 
tee  for  the  March.  A  week  later 
the  Organizing  Committee  ap¬ 
pointed  Diane  Castillo,  a  third 
world  woman,  to  Wadeby’s  post. 

Chuck  Dunham,  chair  of  the 
Organizing  and  Steering  Commit¬ 
tees,  says  the  Organizing  Commit¬ 
tee  could  tolerate  neither  RSL’s 
advocacy  of  violent  revolution  nor 
its  distribution  of  revolutionary 
literature  at  gay  events.  He  says 
the  Committee  expelled  RSL  be¬ 
cause  its  members  refused  to  “put 
aside  their  revolutionary  view¬ 
point”  and  their  “violent,  mili¬ 
tary  tactics  not  popular  with  the 
gay  community.” 

Four  sore  points  between  Chi¬ 


cago’s  Committee  and  RSL  are: 

First,  RSL  critics  accuse  it  of 
having  provoked  police  action  at  a 
1977  march  to  protest  Anita  Bry¬ 
ant’s  visit  to  Chicago.  The  police 
arrested  only  RSL  members. 
Wadeby  contends  confusion  arose 
after  RSL  people  tried  to  lead 
marchers  out  of  a  bottleneck.  She 
says  the  1977  incident  is  “not  ger¬ 
mane  to  our  work  or  the  March.” 

Second,  the  night  of  the  Dan 
White  verdict  (May  21,  1979)  at  a 
meeting  held  to  plan  an  anti-police 
harrassment  march,  an  RSL 
member  advocated  immediate  ri¬ 
oting.  Wadeby  notes  that  no  other 
RSL  members  present  concurred, 
but  she  thinks  they  would  have 
had  the  meeting  been  bigger  and 
more  receptive. 

Third,  in  addition  to  1  Vi  gener¬ 
al  information  pages  and  1  Span¬ 
ish  page,  a  4  page  mailing  sent  out 
by  the  Chicago  Committee  con¬ 
tained  l‘/2  opinion  pages  written 
by  RSL  members,  urging  a  “rev¬ 
olutionary  strategy”  for  the 
Washington  March  and  inclusion 
of  an  age  of  consent  plank  in  the 
March  platform.  RSL  critics  ac¬ 
cuse  the  group  of  abusing  its  2  to  1 
majority  on  the  Steering  Com¬ 
mittee  by  propagandizing. 

Fourth,  RSL  is  a  predominantly 


straight  group.  Asked  what 
interest  a  predominantly  straight 
group  has  in  gay  politics,  Wadeby 
answers,  “A  revolution  that  does¬ 
n’t  end  the  oppression  of  gay  peo¬ 
ple  isn’t  a  socialist  revolution.” 
She  says  RSL  hopes  to  convince 
gays  of  the  need  for  revolution. 

Wadeby  accusesthe  Chicago  Or¬ 
ganizing  Committee  of  aping  the 
Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights’  expulsion  of  New  York’s 
RSL  two  months  ago,  and 
suggests  that  New  York  March 
Office  ordered  Chicago’s  action. 
Dunham  and  New  York  March 
sources  deny  all  this.  Citing  the 
respect  he  bears  the  RSL  delegates 
to  Houston  from  Los  Angeles  and 
Boston,  Dunham  says  he  and  the 
Chicago  Committee  have  no  quaf- 
rel  with  the  national  RSL  but  only 
with  its  Chicago  chapter. 

At  the  Houston  Conference 
(held  July  6-8),  a  caucus  of  mid¬ 
west  delegates  overrode  Chicago 
and  seated  Wadeby.  Dunham  as¬ 
serts  this  violated  ground  rules 
established  at  the  May  12  midwest 
caucus  in  Grand  Rapids.  Howev¬ 
er,  the  Conference  also  seated 
Castillo  in  order  to  fill  the  racial 
quotas  it  had  set  for  itself. 


Council  Candidate  Files  Suit 


SAN  DIEGO,  CA  —  Al  Best, 
an  openly  gay  candidate  for 
election  to  the  San  Diego  City 
Council,  has  filed  suit  in  Superior 
Court,  charging  that  his  former 
employer.  Dictating  Systems, 
Inc.,  interfered  in  his  political 
activities.  Best  was  fired  by 
company  president  Richard  Levin 
three  days  after  he  announced  his 
candidacy  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No. 
43). 

Best  is  represented  in  the  suit  by 
attorneys  George  Haverstick, 
Thomas  Homann,  and  Carol 
Horowitz,  as  well  as  by  Don 
Knutson,  Executive  Director  of 
Gay  Rights  Advocates,  a  San 
Francisco-based  public  interest 
law  firm.  The  suit  seeks  Best’s 


reinstatement  as  Sales  Manager 
for  Dictating  Systems,  back  pay, 
and  $50,000  in  punitive  damages. 

Levin  claims  that  Best  was  fired 
because  he  was  engaging  in 
political  activities  on  company 
time;  Best  alleges  that  actions 
taken  against  him  by  the  company' 
were  a  direct  result  of  his  political 
activity. 

Attorneys  in  the  suit  point  out 
that  the  recent  decision  by  the 
California  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Pacific  Telephone  and 
Telegraph  (see  GCN  Vol.  6,  No. 
46)  is  applicable  in  this  case,  in 
that  the  justices  held  that  coming 
out  is  a  political  act  integral  to  the 
establishment  of  gay  rights  legis¬ 
lation,  and  as  a  political  act,  it 


cannot  be  interfered  with  by  one’s 
employer.  Best’s  attorneys  said 
that  the  current  suit  could  estab¬ 
lish  a  ban  on  employment  dis¬ 
crimination  based  on  sexual  orien¬ 
tation. 

A  second  claim  in  Best’s  suit 
contends  that  certain  provisions 
of  the  Federal  Labor  Code  were 
violated.  Specifically,  the  Code 
prohibits  conspiracy  to  deprive 
classes  of  persons  of  their  con¬ 
stitutional  rights.  The  claim 
charges  that  Levin,  Dictating 
Systems,  Inc.,  and  the  parent 
company,  All  Makes  Dictating 
Machines  of  Los  Angeles,  as  well 
as  certain  unnamed  persons,  con¬ 
spired  to  deprive  Best  of  his  right 
to  employment  as  a  gay  person. 


Lesbian  Couple 
Wins  Custody  Fight 


By  Chris  Guilfoy 

SEATTLE,  WA  —  A  seven- 
year  long  custody  battle  in  Seattle, 
involving  a  lesbian  coiiple  and 
their  six  children,  has  reached  a 
conclusion.  The  two  women, 
Sandy  Schuster  and  Madeleine 
Isaacson  have  waged  a  lengthy 
public  campaign  to  keep  their 
children.  They  won  undisputed 
custody  May  30  when  their  ex- 
husbands  failed  to  file  a  final  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

In  a  recent  conversation  with 
GCN,  Isaacson  and  Schuster  ex¬ 
pressed  a  sense  of  relief  that  the 
fight  was  over,  while  indicating  a 
renewed -commitment  to  educating 
heterosexuals  and  to  counseling 
other  gay  parents. 

The  case  was  unusual  in  that  the 


women  made  an  effort  to  publi¬ 
cize  their  circumstances.  They 
talked  openly  of  their  relationship 
and  have  done  over  600  speaking 
engagements  during  the  past  eight 
years.  They  have  appeared  on  tele¬ 
vision  talk  shows,  both  local  and 
national.  They  made  a  30-minute 
documentary  entitled  “Sandy  and 
Madeleine’s  Family”  and  are  cur¬ 
rently  involved  in  writing  a  book 
to  be  entitled  A  New  Covenant. 

When  questioned  about  their 
decision  to  be  so  open,  the  women 
point  to  their  religious  beliefs  as 
the  root  of  their  decision.  Said 
Schuster:  “God  has  given  us  the 
most  beautiful  relationship  ...  (it 
is)  something  that  we  have  been 
given  that  is  good.  God  showed  us 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Madeleine  Isaacson  (I)  and  Sandy  Schuster  (r):  awarded  custody 


Breakthrough  for 
British  Gay  Youth 


LONDON,  UK  —  The  Inner 
London  Education  Authority 
(ILEA)  may  now  provide  money, 
premises,  and  advice  to  gay  youth 
groups,  following  what  London’s 
Gay  News  terms  “two  years  of 
subdued  controversy.”  Two 
groups  are  already  planning  to 
apply  for  financial  grants  and 
“officially  recognized  youth  club 
status.”  Gay  youth  groups  in 
Liverpool,  Edinburgh,  Manches¬ 
ter,  and  Leicester  are  being  organ¬ 
ized. 

The  decision  by  the  London 
Youth  Committee,  a  coordinating 
body  funded  by  ILEA,  establishes 
a  precedent  for  gay  youth  groups 
elsewhere  in  the  country.  Chris 
Heaume,  a  gay  organizer,  said 
that  the  decision  means  that 
young  gay  people  will  not  be 
viewed  in  the  same  light  as  young 
heterosexuals.  It  also  means  that 
gay  youth  groups  are  now  eligible 
for  5097b  grant  aid  toward  rent, 
heating,  electricity,  and  other 
operating  expenses.  Funding  can 
be  used  to  purchase  equipment  or, 
possibly,  to  hire  full-  or  part-time 
staff.  Members  of  gay  youth 
groups  may  be  sent  to  ILEA  train¬ 
ing  facilities,  and  access  to  all  fa¬ 
cilities  operated  by  ILEA  will  be 
available  to  those  groups  on  the 
same  basis  as  they  are  to  other 
groups. 

Eligibility  for  aid  or  recognition 
from  ILEA  will  be  determined  on 
the  basis  of  such  criteria  as  good 


standards  of  organization  and 
management  and  programs  and 
stated  purposes  which  “contribute 
to  the  well-being  of  children  or 
young  persons  during  their  leisure 
time.”  Rose  Robertson  of  Parents 
Enquiry  told  the  Gay  News  she 
was  “thrilled”  by  the  decision, 
and  that  her  group  intends  to 
apply  immediately  for  official 
recognition  by  ILEA.  “There’s  no 
doubt  about  it,”  she  said,  “this  is 
a  great  step  forward.” 

The  London  Youth  Committee, 
chaired  by  Harvey  Hinds,  con¬ 
sidered  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  to  ensure  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  facilities  for  all  types  of 
young  people  without  discrimina¬ 
tion,  despite  the  potential  for  pos¬ 
sible  legal  and  medical  problems. 

The  Principal  Youth  Officer  of 
ILEA  issued  a  report  stating  that 
people  in  charge  of  gay  youth 
groups  “would  have  to  be  very 
sure  of  their  own  sexuality  and 
would  have  to  be  very  respon¬ 
sible.”  The  report  went  on  to  say 
that  supervision  must  be  main¬ 
tained  to  ensure  that  older  men 
did  not  come  to  the  premises  of 
such  a  group  to  seduce  young 
boys. 

“It  took  endless  meetings  and  a 
lot  of  diplomacy  to  get  our  point 
across,”  said  Heaume.  “It  has 
been  a  long  and  slow  process  of 
educating  people  about  what  we 
are  trying  to  do,  to  cut  through 
the  mystique.” 
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quote  of  the  week 

.  .  some  gay  people  have  become  entrepren¬ 
eurs,  in  the  same  way  that  some  Jewish  people  have 
become  entrepreneurs  as  a  result  of  discrimination 
against  Jews.  Some  of  these  entrepreneurs  are  very 
visible,  giving  rise  to  the  stereotype  of  the  rich,  gay 
real  estate  speculator.  It’s  a  false  stereotype  and  the 
fact  that  the  word  gay  can  be  prefaced  to  the  word 
speculator  indicates  that  it’s  still  okay,  even  in  San 
Francisco,  to  generalize  negatively  about  gay  people 
in  a  way  that  it’s  not  okay  to  talk  about  black  people 
or  Italians  or  some  other  group.” 

—San  Francisco  City  Supervisor  Harry  Britt, 
discussing  “San  Francisco:  Is  there  a 
future  for  its  past?”  in  the  July  issue  of 
Preservation  News,  the  organ  of  the 
National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  in 
the  United  States. 

emergency  credit  fund  forms 

DURHAM,  NC  —  An  Emergency  Credit  Fund 
(ECF)  has  been  formed  by  the  Triangle  Area 
Lesbian  Feminists,  whose  members  perceived  a 
need  within  their  area  for  a  resource  capable  of 
lending  funds  in  case  of  emergencies.  ECF  will  be 
activated  when  its  initial  goal  of  $1,000  is  reached, 
which  organizers  hope  will  happen  by  the  end  of  the 
summer.  Money  raised  thus  far  has  come  from  yard 
sales,  a  coffeehouse,  and  a  donation  for  the  Her- 
Chorus.  Individual  donations  are  being  accepted,  and 
benefits  are  being  planned. 

Additional  information  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Emergency  Credit  Fund,  Triangle  Area  Lesbian 
Feminists,  c/o  Durham  YWCA,  801  Proctor  St.,  Dur¬ 
ham,  NC  27701. 

frontier  issues 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  “Frontier  Issues  in 
Defense  of  Criminal  Prosecution”  is  the  theme  of  a 
full-day  seminar  presented  by  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  (NLG)  at  the  University  of  Minnesota  Law 
School  on  Thursday,  August  9.  The  NLG  National 
Executive  Board  meeting  will  follow  from  August 
10-12,  with  a  theme  of  “The  State  of  the  U.S.  Labor 
Movement.” 

The  seminar  will  present  a  critical  examination 
of  new  developments  in  frontier  issues  of  criminal 
law  and  will  feature  demonstration  examinations  and 
case-related  lectures.  A  bound  publication  contain¬ 
ing  written  discussion  of  each  subject  area  and 
including  sample  pleadings  and  briefs  will  be  dis¬ 
tributed  to  all  registrants. 

Lecturers  and  demonstrators  include  Ken  Til- 
sen,  Holly  Maguigan,  Paul  Harris,  Grant  Crandall, 
Larry  Holt,  David  Thomas,  David  Rudovsky,  and  the 
National  Jury  Project. 

Registration  fees  are  based  on  personal  income. 
For  additional  information,  contact  the  NLG  Twin 
Cities  Chapter  at  (612)  721-3938. 

harvard  hosts  gay  seminarians 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  second  lesbian  and  gay 
seminarians  conference,  We  Are  a  People,  will  be 
hosted  by  the  Harvard  Divinity  School  Nov.  8-11, 1979. 

The  four-day  interdenominational  gathering  will 
feature  “a  wide-ranging  program  of  panels,  work¬ 
shops,  and  symposia  designed  by  and  for  gay  and 
lesbian  seminarians.”  The  conference  will  provide  a 
forum  for  theological  discussion  and  personal 
sharing  among  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  across  the 
country. 

For  additional  information  about  the  conference, 
contact  Joy  Christi  Przestwor  or  Rev.  Gordon  Hayes 
Duggins,  Harvard  Divinity  School,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138. 

n.j.  diocese  appoints  liaison 

TRENTON,  NJ  —  The  Diocese  of  Trenton  has 
appointed  a  priest  to  serve  as  liaison  between  the 
Catholic  church  and  sexual  minorities.  The  Diocese 
announced  that  the  Rev.  Vincent  J.  Inghilterra  has 
been  appointed  “to  minister  to  homosexual  men  and 
women  and  to  those  who  must  deal  with  this  issue 
within  their  families.” 

Inghilterra  said,  "We  thought  there  was  a  real 
need  at  this  time  for  a  more  compassionate  ministry 
to  homosexual  men  and  women.” 

Until  a  permanent  office  is  established,  Inghil¬ 
terra  has  been  installed  in  a  temporary  office  at 
Trenton  State  College.  He  may  be  contacted  in  care 
of  Bede  House,  Trenton  State  College,  492  Ewingville 
Road,  Trenton,  NJ  08638,  or  by  calling  (609)  882-7562. 

dykes  and  tykes  hold  picnic 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  The  Lesbian  Mothers’  Cus¬ 
tody  Center  and  Dykes  and  Tykes  will  sponsor  a  pot 
luck  dinner  on  Sunday,  July'  29,  beginning  at  noon. 
The  event  will  take  place  in  Prospect  Park,  with  pic¬ 
nickers  assembling  at  the  Third  St.  entrance  to  the 
park. 

People  are  urged  to  bring  food  and  beverages, 
blankets,  softball  equipment,  frisbees,  music,  poetry, 
"yourself,  children,  and  friends.” 

Rain  date  for  the  picnic  is  Aug.  5  at  the  same 
time  and  place.  For  additional  information,  call  (212) 
777-8358. 


twin  cities  take  it  back 

MINNEAPOLIS,  MN  —  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  (WAVAW)  has  organized  a  rally  to 
“Take  Back  the  Night”  on  Saturday,  Aug.  4,  beginning 
at  Loring  Park  at  7:30  p.m.  The  rally  will  be  followed 
by  a  march  through  downtown  Minneapolis  begin¬ 
ning  at  9:30  p.m.  Child  care  will  be  provided,  as  will 
transportation  for  St.  Paul  residents,  the  elderly  and 
the  handicapped. 

This  rally  and  march,  like  others  which  have 
been  held  in  major  cities  world-wide,  has  been  called 
to  protest  violence  against  women,  particularly  sex¬ 
ual  abuse,  rape,  and  battering,  and  “to  express 
women’s  assertion  that  they  have  the  right  to  feel 
safe  anywhere,  at  work  or  at  home,  at  any  time  of  the 
night  or  day.” 

For  more  information  about  the  Twin  Cities  rally 
and  march,  call  Sara  Young,  WAVAW  coordinator,  at 
(612)  874-1607. 

out  of  violence 

HARTFORD,  CT  —  Coming  Out  of  Violence,  a 
new  58-minute  videotape  about  battered  women  and 
long-  and  short-term  solutions  to  the  problems 
surrounding  battered  women,  has  been  produced  by 
Eggplant  Media  Productions  for  the  United  States 
Commission  on  Civil  Rights.  For  information  about 
obtaining  the  film,  contact  Dorothy  Shami,  Eggplant 
Media  Productions,  P.O.  Box  14001,  Hartford,  CT 
06114,  or  call  (203)  659-0197. 

art  exhibit  torn  down 

ASHLAND,  OR  —  The  Ashland  Public  Library 
scheduled  an  exhibit  to  run  for  three  weeks,  centered 
around  Gay  Pride  Week  last  month.  “Background 
lobbying”  for  the  display  was  done  by  a  lesbian 
member  of  Portland  Town  Council  (PTC),  Oregon’s 
major  gay  civil  rights  organization.  She  wishes  to 
remain  anonymous.  Materials  for  the  exhibit  were 
provided  by  PTC. 

According  to  PTC,  the  exhibit  generated  much 
controversy  in  the  small  rural  town  south  of  Portland, 
even  though  it  had  the  approval  of  the  library 
manager  and  the  Ashland  Library  Board.  Three  days 
before  the  exhibit  was  due  to  end,  the  head  of  the 
Jackson  County  Library  System  “personally  (tore) 
down  the  exhibit.” 

The  event  has  caused  “considerable  local  com¬ 
ment,”  said  PTC.  The  lesbian  responsible  for  getting 
the  exhibit  placed  said,  “I  feel  good  about  it:  it 
certainly  opened  up  a  dialogue,  which  was  my  pur¬ 
pose.” 

The  PTC  said  letters  to  the  local  newspaper 
“have  been  running  50-50  for  and  against  the 
exhibit.” 

women’s  freedom  stride 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  Women’s  Freedom  Stride 
will  take  place  on  Sunday,  Aug.  5,  beginning  at  9  a.m. 
in  Franklin  Park.  Women,  men  and  children  will  be 
running  to  protest  violence  against  women  and  to 
raise  money  to  help  develop  more  effective  commun¬ 
ity  safety  networks.  Participants  may  enter  a  2  or  6 
mile  run  or  a  2  or  6  mile  brisk  walk. 

Persons  unable  to  enter  may  sponsor  a  partici¬ 
pant  by  pledging  $1  or  more  for  each  mile  completed. 
The  entry  fee  is  $3.  Child  care  will  be  provided. 

To  find  out  where  entry  blanks  are  available,  or 
for  more  information,  call  (617)  623-9340  or  write 
Freedom  Stride,  c/o  AASC,  P.O.  Box  1,  Cambridge, 
MA  02139. _ 

it’s  the  only  gays  in  town 

MARTIN,  GA  —  For  the  third  consecutive  year,  a 
gay  pride  banner  has  been  strung  across  the  main 
street  of  this  small  north  Georgia  community  of  some 
300  people.  The  banner  reading  “Gay  Pride  Refuses 
to  Hide,”  was  presumably  put  up  by  the  town’s  two 
gay  citizens. 


I.i.f.e.  comes  to  kansas  city 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  —  The  L.I.F.E.  Democratic 
Club  has  been  organized  in  Kansas  City  with  the 
state  purpose  to  working  “on  a  grass  roots  level, 
such  as  precinct  levels,  to  educate  the  Democratic 
Party  on  all  levels,  to  effectively  lobby  for  gay  rights 
to  be  included  in  the  Democratic  Party  platform.”  The 
group  will  also  work  to  register  gay  voters  “and  teach 
them  how  to  use  the  world’s  safest  closet  (the  voting 
booth),  to  obtain  needed  reforms  on  local,  state,  and 
national  levels.”  Another  goal  is  to  raise  funds  for 
material  for  radio  and  television  “to  educate  the 
general  public.” 

Membership  is  $5  per  year.  Persons  interested  in 
learning  more  or  in  joining  may  contact  the  L.I.F.E 
Democratic  Club,  P.O.  Box  27071,  Kansas  City,  MO 
64110. 

softball,  anyone? 

BRIGHTON,  MA  —  Smith  Playground  at  Western 
Ave.  and  N.  Harvard  in  Brighton  will  be  the  scene  on 
Sunday,  July  22,  of  a  softball  game  between  a  team 
comprised  of  gay  players  and  a  team  representing 
the  Boston  Globe.  The  cry  of  “Play  Ball”  will  be  heard 
sharply  at  11  a.m. 


statutory  rape  law  upheld 

CONCORD,  NH  —  The  New  Hampshire  Supreme 
Court  has  upheld  the  constitutionality  of  that  state's 
law  against  statutory  rape.  The  4-1  decision  came  in 
the  case  of  23-year  old  Albert  Goodrow,  Jr.,  who  was 
found  guilty  of  having  consensual  sexual  relations 
with  a  14-year  old  girl.  Goodrow  was  sentenced  to  3-6 
years  in  New  Hampshire  State  Prison  and  appealed 
his  case  on  the  grounds  that  he  genuinely  believed 
that  the  girl  was  older  than  14.  He  also  argued  that 
the  Constitution  prohibits  criminal  sanctions  in  the 
absence  of  criminal  intent. 

The  majority  opinion  rejected  Goodrow’s  appeal. 
Chief  Justice  Lampron  recognized  the  right  to  sexual 
privacy,  but  said,  “We  are  not  concerned  with  the 
wisdom  of  the  present  law’s  policy  in  view  of  today’s 
sexual  mores.  Instead,  we  are  concerned  only  with 
whether  the  current  law  violates  the  Constitution  by 
now  allowing  for  a  defense  of  honest  and  reasonable 
mistake.  We  hold  that  it  does  not  . . .  The  Supreme 
Court  has  never  held  that  an  honest  mistake  as  to  the 
age  of  the  prosecutrix  is  a  constitutional  defense  to 
statutory  rape.” 

Justice  Douglas  dissented,  charging  that  “there 
can  be  no  crime  with  mens  rea  (a  guilty  mind).” 
Douglas  pointed  out  that  in  other  sex  crimes  —  such 
as  bigamy,  incest,  and  fornication  —  “culpability  is 
required  for  an  act  to  become  a  crime. . .  There  is  no 
rational  basis  upon  which  to  distinguish  this  crime 
from  other  similar  crimes.” 

women’s  publishing  forum  slated 

CONTOOCOOK,  NH  —  Full  Circle,  a  news 
journal  serving  the  women  of  New  England,  has 
scheduled  a  conference  for  women  currently  pub¬ 
lishing  or  planning  to  publish  a  women’s  periodical. 
Scheduled  to  be  held  in  Hopkinton,  NH,  the  con¬ 
ference  is  aimed  at  sharing  skills,  problems,  and  suc¬ 
cesses.  Workshops  and  discussions  will  focus  on 
topics  of  interest  to  women,  whether  the  publication 
“is  a  one-page  mimeographed  newsletter  or  a  full- 
fledged  newspaper.” 

Areas  tentatively  planned  for  coverage  include 
planning,  policy  making,  scheduling,  copy  prepara¬ 
tion,  design/layout,  typesetting,  printing,  distribu¬ 
tion,  and  advertising.  Other  suggestions  are  soli¬ 
cited. 

For  additional  information  about  times,  location', 
and  accomodations,  contact  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box 
235,  Contoocock,  NH  03229.  Free  camping  space  will 
be  available. 

gau  hold  scholarship  drive 

LOS  ANGELES,  CA  —  The  Gay  Academic  Union 
(GAU)  has  announced  plans  to  raise  $25,000  nation¬ 
ally  for  its  1979  Scholarship  Drive,  a  goal  substan¬ 
tially  higher  than  the  $3,500  raised  last  year.  Daniel 
Calder,  chair  of  the  scholarship  fund,  speculated  that 
potential  donations  to  last  year’s  drive  were  “diverted 
by  the  demands  of  the  Proposition  6  campaign  in 
California.” 

GAU,  a  tax-exempt  educational  organization, 
now  has  chapters  in  every  major  American  city.  The 
scholarship  fund,  initiated  in  1978,  aims  to  provide 
for  “the  education  of  gay  students  and  th§  promotion 
of  research  into  all  areas  of  the  gay  experience.” 

The  scholarship  committee,  composed  of  Evelyn 
Hooker  of  Los  Angeles,  Martin  Duberman  of  New 
York,  Curtis  Hinckley  of  Boston,  and  Louie  Crew  of 
Georgia  [who  will  be  moving  to  Wisconsin  late  this 
summer],  will  award  scholarship  monies  to  as  many 
students  as  possible. 

Information  can  be  obtained  from  the  Gay  Aca¬ 
demic  Union,  P.O.  Box  927,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90028. 
Deadline  for  scholarship  applications  is  Sept.  30, 
1979. 

socialists  organize 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Lesbian  and  gay  male 
socialists  have  formed  an  ad  hoc  network-building 
group  which  seeks  to  form  a  nationwide  network  for 
mutual  support.  Organizers  feel  support  is  needed 
among  people  doing  political  work  in  the  lesbian  and 
gay  male  communities  and  dealing  with  lesbian/gay 
issues  in  progressive  parties  and  movements. 

Tentative  tasks  which  have  been  suggested 
include  a  newsletter,  a  conference,  and  a  coordinated 
presence  at  the  October  14  March  on  Washington. 
Any  other  comments  and  suggestions  are  welcome. 

People  wishing  to  become  part  of  the  network, 
or  wishing  additional  information,  are  asked  to 
contact  the  ad  hoc  network-building  group  from 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  Washington  by  writing  to 
Joe  Stewart,  1425  Rhode  Island  Ave.,  NW,  Suite  203, 
Washington,  DC  20005. 

ziegler  heads  mcc/ny 

NEW  YORK,  NY  —  Rev.  Karen  Ziegler  has  be¬ 
come  the  first  woman  to  be  elected  pastor  of  the  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Community  Church/New  York  (MCC/NY).  In¬ 
stalled  as  pastor  on  July  15,  Ziegler  is  an  honors  grad¬ 
uate  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York  City 
and  has  been  active  as  a  spokesperson  for  lesbian 
and  gay  rights.  The  Rev.  Elder  Nancy  Wilson  of  the 
Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches  officiated  at  the  installation  ceremony. 


Gay-Deaf  A  wareness  Campaign 

English  is  Not  the 
Native  Language  . 


NEW  YORK,  NY  —  A 
National  Gay-Deaf  Awareness 
Campaign  has  been  launched  by 
the  Empire  Rainbow  Alliance  of 
the  Deaf,  the  New  York  City 
chapter  of  the  National  Rainbow 
Alliance  of  the  Deaf.The 
campaign  is  aimed  at  locating  gay- 
deaf  persons  who  are  not 
members  of  a  gay-deaf  association 
or  who  want  to  establish  such  a 
group  and  to  “unite  all  gay-deaf 
individuals  and  have  their  needs 
and  rights  recognized.” 

A  national  poll  of  deaf  people 
carried  out  in  1977  by  New  York 
University  under  the  auspices  of 
the  federal  government  found  that 
there  are  14  milion  deaf  persons  in 
the  United  States.  Organizers  of 
the  awareness  campaign  said, 
“Since  most  gay  clubs  and 
organizations  do  not  provide 
interpreters  for  the  deaf,  the  deaf 
are  not  able  to  attend  those  club 
activities  and  are  forced  to  attend 
the  straight  social  clubs  and  hide 
the  fact  that  they  are  gay.” 

John  Nunier,  vice-president  of 
the  Empire  Rainbow  Alliance  and 
coordinator  of  the  campaign,  is 
the  only  hearing  person  to  hold  an 
elected  office  in  any  of  the  local 
chapters  of  the  Alliance.  He  has 
long  been  an  activist  for  the  gay- 
deaf  community  and  for  the  gay 
community  in  general. 

Organizers  of  the  campaign  said 
that  many  gay-deaf  people  feel 
that  they  have  been  forced  to  live 
in  a  “hearing  closet.”  The  hearing 
person  assumes  that  a  deaf  person 
can  read  her/his  lips,  when  in 
fact,  even  after  much  training, 
most  deaf  persons  can  only 
comprehend  about  one-third  of 
the  spoken  language.  Obstacles 


which  make  lip-reading  difficult , 
include  words  with  the  same  lip 
movements,  people  speaking  with 
an  accent,  moustaches  which 
cover  the  lips,  poor  lighting,  not 
looking  directly  at  the  deaf  person 
when  speaking,  more  than  one 
person  speaking  at  the  same  time, 
someone  walking  between  the 
speaker  and  the  deaf  person  (thus 
blocking  the  visual  contact),  the 
use  of  familiar  words,  and 
walking  while  talking.  In  the 
words  of  the  organizers  of  the 
campaign,  “English  is  not  the 
native  language  of  a  deaf  person— 
sign  language  is.” 

“Deafness  is  not  really  a 
physical  handicap,”  organizers 
stated,  “it  is  a  communication 
handicap.  Thus,  it  is  not  a  disabil¬ 
ity,  except  in  the  sense  of 
communication.  Since  lip-reading 
is  not  as  easy  as  most  people 
think,  and  since  most  gay  people 
socialize  in  bars  or  clubs,  where 
the  lighting  is  bad,  a  solution  was 
needed.  The  solution  is  that  many 
local  chapters  of  the  gay-deaf 
clubs  have  started  sign  language 
classes  open  to  the.  gay-hearing 
community.  This  has  been  only  a 
small  step  in  trying  to  break  down 
the  communication  barrier.” 

As  the  gay-hearing' community 
becomes  more  aware  of  the 
numbers  of  gay-deaf,  steps  are 
being  taken  toward  the  inclusion 
of  gay-deaf  persons.  Groups  have 
begun  to  provide  sign  language 
interpreters  at  meetings  and  rallys. 
“Discrimination  within  the  gay 
community  still  exists  when  the 
deaf  are  excluded  from  activities 
because  a  sign  language  interpre¬ 
ter  is  not  provided,”  Nunier  said. 
“By  providing  an  interpreter  for 


the  deaf,  they  are  not  only 
including  more  gays,  but  are  also 
taking  on  a  new  image  in  the  eyes 
'of  the  straight  community.” 

The  current  National  Gay-Deaf . 
Awareness  Campaign  arose,  in 
part,  as  a  result  of  the  second 
annual  Gay-Deaf  Convention  held 
in  New  York  City  in  1978.  The 
convention  was  attended  by  nearly 
350  people  who  participated  in 
meetings,  guided  tours,  parties, 
and  a  banquet.  Many  in 
attendance  at  the  convention  live 
in  areas  where  no  gay-deaf  clubs 
exist,  and  organizers  of  the 
Awareness  Campaign  hope  that 
more  such  clubs  might  begin  as  a 
result  of  the  campaign.  The  third 
annual  Gay-Deaf  Convention  is 
scheduled  for  Cleveland  (OH) 
from  Sept.  21-23. 

Persons  wishing  further 
information  about  the  national 
Gay-Deaf  Awareness  Campaign 
or  the  third  annual  Gay-Deaf 
Convention  may  contact  John  O. 

A.  Nunier,  304  E.  20th  St.,  No.  2- 

B,  New  York,  NY  10003.  The 
campaign  center  is  equipped  with 
a  regular  voice  telephone  for 
hearing  people  and  a  teletype  for 
communicating  with  the  deaf.  The 
telephone  number  is  (212)  677- 
5379. 


Frank  Condemns  Vice  Raids 


BOSTON,  MA  —  Rep.  Barney 
Frank  last  week  lashed  out  at  the 
Boston  Police  Department  for  its 
recent  series  of  raids  on 
downtown  adult  movie  theatres 
and  the  city’s  only  gay  after-hours 
club,  accusing  Police  Commis¬ 
sioner  Joseph  Jordan  of  wasting 
taxpayers’  money  on  “frivolous 
excursions”  by  the  vice  squad. 

Since  the  beginning  of  this 
month,  three  adult  movie  theatres 
have  had  their  films  confiscated 
by  detectives  from  the  Vice  Con¬ 
trol  Unit  of  the  Boston  Police  De¬ 
partment.  Two  of  these  theaters 
—  the  Jolar  Cinema  and  the  Art 
Cinema  —  cater  primarily  to  gay 
men.  In  addition,  two  police  de¬ 
tectives  joined  in  on  a  raid  on  the 
Loft  21  on  Stanhope  Street  earlier 
this  month  (see  GCN  Vol.  7,  No. 
1)  at  a  time  when  the  club  was 
closed.  [The  establishment  was 
given  a  fire  inspectors’  warning 
for  having  its  door  locked,  even 
though  the  building  was  not 
open.] 

In  a  letter  to  Jordan,  Frank 
complained  that  the  police  have 


been  unable  to  supply  officers  for 
patrol  duty  to  protect  black  resi¬ 
dents  in  Dorchester,  where,  he 
said,  “a  24-hour  police  presence 
should  be  provided  if  necessary  to 
keep  racist  hoodlums  from  sub¬ 
verting  our  Constitution.”  He 
also  noted  that,  while  the  Public 
Garden  (the  location  of  the 
summer’s  first  gay  murder  on 
July  9)  and  Charles  Street  have 
been  suffering  from  a  lack  of 
adequate  protection,  “I  was  very 
unpleasantly  surprised  to  learn 
that  able-bodied,  fully-armed, 
well-trained  officers  are  wasting 
their  time  raiding  movie  theaters 
and  serving  summonses  on  unre¬ 
sisting  nightclubs  in  posse  for¬ 
mation.” 

“I  vehemently  object  to  your 
choice  of  movies  and  closed  night 
clubs  over  assaults,  robberies,  and 
destruction,  of  the  Public  Garden 
as  choices  for  Allocation  of  your 
resources.  The  continued  di¬ 
version  of  fully-paid  police  offi¬ 
cers  on  the  vice  squad  away  from 
protecting  residents  from  crime  in 
favor  of  having  them  censor 


adults’  reading  matter  and  intimi¬ 
dating  club  owners  is  a  very  grave 
error,”  he  continued. 

Frank  told  Jordan,  “I  do  hope 
that  until  you  are  able  to  provide  a 
very  high  degree  of  such  protec¬ 
tion  you  will  direct  your  staff  to 
concentrate  on  the  serious 
problems  that  affect  Boston  resi¬ 
dents,  and  not  waste  their  time 
and  our  money  on  the  frivolous 
excursions  on  which  the  vice 
squad  has  lately  embarked.  ” 

The  police  department  denies 
Frank’s  charge  that  expending 
resources  on  anti-pornography 
activities  threatens  public  safety. 
“It’s  not  an  either-or  situation,” 
said  Michael  Donovan,  press  sec¬ 
retary  to  Jordan.  “Our  number 
one  priority  is  public  safety,  and 
that  has  more  priority  than  vice 
activities  in  general.” 

“But  I  think  we  can  do  both,” 
said  Donovan.  “The  laws  are  on 
the  books  and  we  have  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  deterring  Vice  from 
making  legitimate  arrests.” 


Warrant  Issued  for  Murder  Suspect 


BOSTON,  MA  —  A  warrant 
was  issued  last  week  from  Boston 
Municipal  Court  for  Michael  P. 
Ramsden,  20,  of  Boston,  charging 
him  with  the  murder  of  a  21 -year 
old  gay  man  on  Boston’s  Public 
Garden.  Gerald  Lee  “Timmy” 
Ashby  of  Cambridge  was  found 
knifed  in  the  chest  on  the  Arling¬ 
ton  Street  side  of  the  park  on  July 
9.  (See  GCAfVol.  7,  No.  1). 

The  warrant  was  issued  after  a 
week  of  round-the-clock  investi¬ 
gation  by  detectives  from  the 
Boston  Police  Homicide  Unit. 
Eyewitnesses  told  police  that 
Ashby  was  involved  in  an  alter¬ 
cation  with  three  or  four  other 
young  men  at  about  11:30  that 
night.  Ramsden,  whose  nickname 
is  “Bip,”  is  said  to  have  stabbed 
Ashby  once  in  the  chest,  shouting, 


“Die,  die!” 

Det.  Mark  Madden  told  GCN 
at  press  time  that  the  police 
believe  Ramsden  is  still  in  the 
Boston  area. 

Ashby’s  body  would  ordinarily 
have  been  returned  to  his  family  in 
Mississippi,  but  his  mother  repor¬ 
tedly  told  Boston  detectives  that 
she  didn’t  care  what  happened  to 
her  gay  son,  who  left  home  at  the 
age  of  17.  Confronted  with  the 
possibility  of  Ashby’s  receiving  a 
pauper’s  funeral,  many  of  the  vic¬ 
tim’s  friends  joined  together  in  an 
effort  to  raise  enough  money  for 
him  to  receive  an  appropriate 
burial. 

Organized  by  Gary  Dotterman, 
owner-manager  of  The  Bar,  Jim 
Mitchell  of  the  Regency  Baths, 
and  Robin  MacCormack.  the 


city’s  gay  community  liaison, 
dozens  of  individuals  contributed 
“a  sizeable  amount  of  money” 
according  to  MacCormack,  and 
memorial  servics  were  held  at  the 
Eastman  Funeral  Service  in  Bos¬ 
ton  on  Monday,  July  16.  The  Rev. 
Paul  R.  Shanley  delivered  a  eul¬ 
ogy  specifically  citing  the  assist¬ 
ance  of  Ashby’s  “gay  brothers 
and  sisters.” 

After  burial  at  Mt.  Auburn 
Cemetery  in  Cambridge,  a  buffet 
—  donated  at  cost  by  Robin’s  Deli 
of  Franklin  Street  —  was  served  at 
The  Bar,  where  Ashby  was  well- 
known. 

Meanwhile,  police  have 
conducted  an  all-out  search  for 
the  suspect  in  Ashby’s  murder. 


Womongold  Gets 
Probation  in 
Shooting  Incident 

By  Jil  Clark 


CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Marcia 
Womongold  was  convicted  of  fir¬ 
ing  a  bullet  through  the  window  of 
Reading  International,  a  Harvard 
Square  book  store  which  sells  such 
magazines  as  Playbody, 
Penthouse,  and  Oui.  Womongold 
considers  such  publications 
pornographic.  Found  guilty  of 
two  misdemeanors,  [firing  a  gun 
within  city  limits  and  inflicting 
willful  and  malicious  injury  upon 
a  building],  Womongold  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  one  year’s  probation 
and  fined  $20.  No  appeal  is 
planned. 

Womongold  carries  a  marking 
pen  to  deface  pornographic 
books,  magazines,  billboards,  and 
advertisements  which  she  finds  of¬ 
fensive,  as  well  as  a  tear  gas  pistol 
to  discourage  “any  men  who 
might  hassle  [her].”  In  front  of 
pornographic  bookstores  and  x- 
rated  movie  houses,  she  harrasses 
customers  and  “cleans  up”  by 
squirting  dishwashing  liquid  on 
pornographic  materials. 

“Now  I’m  laughing  at  those 
mambi-pambies,”  she  told  GCN, 
referring  to  feminists  in  the 
Boston  women’s  community  who 
denounce  her  tactics  as  “too 
male,”  “too  separatist,”  or  “ali¬ 
enating.” 

Womongold  had  pleaded  “not 
guilty”  to  the  charges  against  her. 
At  the  time  she  entered  that  plea, 
she  was  sure  that  her  guilt  could 
not  be  proven,  but  she  had  not 
considered  the  possibility  that  one 
of  her  three  accomplices  would 
testify  against  her. 

In  the  week  following  [April 
15th  at  3:30am],  Debra  Shepherd 
apparently  had  “second 
thoughts”  about  her  role  in  it, 
said  Womongold.  Since  Womon¬ 
gold, Shepherd,  and  the  two  other 
women  involved  had  driven  away 
unapprehended,  Womongold  was 
puzzled  when  she  received  a  sum¬ 
mons  in  the  mail  in  late  April. 

“I  couldn’t  figure  out  how  they 
knew.  Then  I  overheard  a  book¬ 
store  owner  telling  another  that 
one  of  the  women  with  me  had 
turned  me  in  and  was  going  to  tes¬ 
tify  against  me.” 

Womongold  believes  that  Har¬ 
vard  Square  bookstore  owners  are 
colluding  so  that  all  of  them  can 
display  pornography  in  front  of 
their  stores  unchallenged.  “If  one 
has  porno  stuff  out  on  the  side¬ 
walk,  the  other  does  it,  too,”  said 
Womongold.  As  a  result,  when 
she  complains  to  an  owner  about 
the  prominence  of  pornographic 
material,  the  owner  excuses  the 


display  by  protesting  that  s/he  has 
to  compete  with  the  other  vendors 
in  the  area,  all  of  whom  are  dis¬ 
playing  pornography  in  front  of 
their  stores. 

Womongold  has  two  children, 
whom  she  says  she  is  trying  to 
teach  to  love  rather  than  hate 
women.  For  this  reason  she  does 
not  want  them  exposed  to  porno¬ 
graphy.  “I  think  that  there  should 
be  a  law  that  pornography  should 
not  be  on  display,”  said  Womon¬ 
gold.  “If  someone  wants  to  read 
it,  they  should  be  able  to  do  that, 
but  they  should  have  to  go  up  to 
the  counter  and  ask  for  it.” 

Some  sociologists  believe  that 
violence  against  women  seems  to 
be  increasing  only  because  more 
women  are  reporting  beatings  and 
rapes.  Womongold,  however, 
feels  the  opposite  is  more  likely  to 
be  true:  that  the  percentage  of 
rapes  and  batterings  that  women 
report  may  actually  have  declined 
“.  .  .  because  there  are  no  convic¬ 
tions  .  .  .What  is  the  point  of 
reporting  it  and  going  through  all 
the  humiliation  if  the  rapist  is 
going  to  go  free  anyway?”  she 
asks.  “For  every  1,000  arrests  for 
rape,  only  18  convictions  are 
made  .  .  .  because  rape  is  not 
really  illegal  in  this  country.” 

Womongold  contends  that,  as  a 
lesbian,  her  relationship  to  rape  is 
different  from  a  “straight” 
woman’s  relationship  to  rape. 
“Straight  women  don’t  mind 
letting  some  men  touch  them  .  .  . 
For  a  ‘straight’  woman,  having  a 
man  touch  her  doesn’t  annihilate 
her  whole  identity  ...  I’ve  never 
been  raped,  but  I  know  that  I’d 
kill  any  man  who  did  because  he 
would  be  annihilating  my  whole 
lesbian  identity  .  .  .  Lesbians 
can’t  have  lesbian  sexuality  unless 
we  can  protect  ourselves  from  a 
‘straight’  men  ...  I’m  not  a  vio¬ 
lent  person;  I  just  want  my  pri¬ 
vacy:  I  want  to  be  a  dyke  and  If  I 
don’t  want  to  relate  to  men  I 
won’t.” 

Womongold  said  she  carries  a 
gun  for  protection.  Asked 
whether  she  would  recommend 
that  all  women  carry  firearms,  she 
responded  that  a  revolver  is 
“foolproof’  and  “as  simple  to 
use  as  a  can  opener.”  “It’s  just 
conditioning  [that  prevents 
women  from  carrying  guns],”  she 
asserted.  “If  we’re  going  to  be 
,free,  we  have  to  fight  back,  and 
it’s  dumb  to  think  that  taking 
three  years  of  karate  will  help  you 
when  some  man  is  pointing  a  gun 
at  you.” 


Darts  is  Subject  of 
Licensing  Hearing 


By  David  Brill 

BOSTON,  MA  —  Supporters 
and  opponents  of  the  local  disco, 
Darts,  appeared  in  full  force  on 
Tuesday,  July  10,  at  an  unusual 
evening  hearing  before  the  Boston 
Licensing  Board  held  at  the  New 
England  School  of  Law  on  New¬ 
bury  Street.  About  150  people 
attended  the  hearing,  which 
culminated  nearly  18  months  of 
confusion  about  Darts’  legal  sta¬ 
tus. 

Board  Chair  Andrea  W.  Gargi- 
ulo  had  sent  a  five-page  letter  to 
Frank  Carapezza,  the  manager  of 
record  of  Darts,  alleging  a  list  of 
infractions  which  Dartmouth  Res¬ 
taurant  Corporation  had  commit¬ 
ted.  Chief  among  these  was  the 
charge  that  Dartmouth 
Restaurant  Corp.  acquired  the 
premises  of  271  Dartmouth  Street 
from  Innovative  Restaurants, 
Inc.,  on  Jan.  27,  1978,  without  the 


approval  of  the  Licensing  Board. 

Other  complaints  against  the 
bar  were  mostly  from  residents  of 
the  Dartmouth  Street  condomin¬ 
ium  building  and  concerned  noise 
from  music  and  patrons,  litter, 
and  harassment  of  the  building’s 
residents.  There  were  also 
complaints  of  overcrowding  and 
discrimination  against  women. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  was  the  first 
to  speak.  He  noted  that  the  build¬ 
ing  had  gone  from  “low  intensity 
to  high  intensity”  when  it  changed 
from  The  Point  After  to  Darts, 
and  quoted  an  ex-Darts  disc- 
jockey,  Steven  Burke,  from  a 
Boston  Herald  American  article, 
as  stating,  “The  purpose  of  disco 
music  is  to  drive  people  into  a 
frenzy.” 

Frank  insisted  that  the 
residents’  opposition  to  Darts  was 
Continued  on  Page  7 
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racism 

GCN, 

I’m  responding  to  the  letter  from  Mitzel  re¬ 
garding  Tia  Cross’  speech  as  a  white  lesbian  fem¬ 
inist  concerned  about  racism.  Tia’s  speech  was 
hardly  a  guilt  trip.  I  would  suggest  that  Mitzel 
ask  himself  what  made  him  respond  so  defen¬ 
sively. 

Tia  spoke  to  blatant  and  latent  racists  as  well 
as  those  of  us  who  are  anti-racist.  For  all  of  us 
have  been  raised  in  a  racist  society,  and  it  is  vital 
to  acknowledge  that.  We,  as  white  people,  can 
choose  to  ignore  racism.  Third  World  people  do 
not  have  that  privilege. 

Even  though  I  have  been  involved  in  anti-racist 
work  since  the  civil  rights  movement  and  have  a 
12  year  old  interracial  child,  there  arealways  a 
few  moments  of  indecision  in  terms  of  choosing 
to  confront  racism. 

Just  the  other  morning,  an  old  woman  made  a 
racist  remark  to  me.  I  hesitated  for  a  moment 
before  I  chose  to  respond.  Did  I  really  wish  to 
make  myself  vulnerable?  What  Tia  was  asking  us 
to  do  was  look  at  the  way  we  make  choices  in  our 
lives  about  where  we  live,  who  we  spend  time 
with,  how  we  relate  to  Third  World  people,  and 
how  and  when  we  choose  to  confront  racism. 

It  is  very  sad  to  me  that  at  this  point  in  our 
history  many  gay  people  still  do  not  understand 
that  a  major  reason  for  solidarity  with  other 
oppressed  people  is  that  we  are  all  oppressed  by 
the  same  enemy.  Also,  to  ignore  the  issues  of 
racism  is  to  ignore  the  existence  of  Third  World 
lesbians  and  gays. 

As  to  the  “Exploring  our  Racism”  workshop, 
there  are  clear  reasons  for  making  it  white  only. 
It’s  important  for  white  people  to  examine  all  the 
stereotypes  and  experiences  which  have  created 
their  own  racism.  Third  World  people  should 
not  have  to  hear  this  oppressive  stuff.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  it  would  be  extremely  threatening  to  talk 
about  these  in  front  of  Third  World  people,  for 
fear  of  creating  more  pain,  oppression, 
justifiable  anger  and  alienation. 

One  final  point.  Yes,  Rene  Wagner’s  murder 
was  horrendous.  It  tore  my  guts  out,  just  as  the 
murders  of  the  12  women  did.  But  it  sounds  as  if 
Mitzel  is  laying  the  blame  for  Rene’s  murder  on 
all  Black  people.  Does  he  personally  take  on  the 
blame  for  the  murders  of  Martin  Luther  King 
and  George  Jackson,  and  the  numerous  attacks 
on  Third  World  people  that  routinely  occur  in 
this  city?  From  what  I  knew  of  Rene  she  whold 
turn  over  in  her  grave  to  hear  her  death  used  as 
an  excuse  to  invalidate  gay  people’s  struggles  to 
overcome  racism  within  our  community.' 

We  live  in  one  of  the  most  racist  cities  in  this 
country.  The  women’s  movement  has  begun  to 
break  downtheseparations.  But  if  we  are  to  con¬ 
tinue,  we  cannot  rest  on  our  laurels.  We  must 
continue  to  challenge  ourselves  and  each  other. 
Tia  never  called  us  honkys.That  was  Mitzel’s 
word.  Tia  simply  challenged  us  —  the  question  is 
will  people  take  up  that  challenge  or  respond  de¬ 
fensively  as  Mitzel  did. 

Kara  Speltz 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

around  the  world 

Dear  Friends: 

The  planning,  organization  and  development 
that  are  taking  place  across  the  nation  for  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  March  in 
Washington,  DC  should  come  after  the  march, 
the  basic  structure  of  a  network  to  make  plans  in 
common  in  our  struggle  for  gay  rights  across  the 
nation. 

I  also  propose  that  within  this  basic  structure 
we  should  include  an  International  Committee 
for  the  planning  and  organization  of  inter¬ 
national  strategic  plans  so  that  our  movement 
can  become  an  international  organized 
movement.  We  already  have  a  variety  of  move¬ 
ments  all  around  the  world  that  are  struggling  for 
gay  rights  in  their  nations.  We  need  to  share  ex¬ 
periences,  knowledge  and  strategies  in  order  to 
make  each  and  every  movement  strong  as  pos¬ 
sible  and  be  more  effective.  Also,  we  should  con¬ 
tribute  on  the  organization  and  development  of 
other  movements  in  those  nations  where  these 
movements  are  desperately  needed  so  that  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  males  around  the  world  can  par¬ 
ticipate  fully  in  this  significant  struggle. 

We  should  be  aware  of  the  reality  of  thousands 
of  lesbians  and  gay  males  in  other  nations  who 
have  their  lives  at  stake,  working  underground, 
who  need  our  support  desperately.  Let  the 
National  Lesbian  and  Gay  March  in  Washington 
DC,  United  States  be  the  first  step  into  a  new  era. 
An  era  where  all  lesbians  and  gay  males  around 
the  world  receive  our  support  and  solidarity. 
Let’s  enrich  our  movements  with  the  knowledge, 
experience  and  support  of  thousands  of  lesbians 
and  gay  males  around  the  world. 

In  solidarity, 

Manuela  Valdes 
Public  Relations  Coordinator 
Comite  Homosexual  Latinoamericano 
New  York,  NY 


on  gentrification 

Dear  GCN, 

I  am  sick  of  this  “more  oppressed  than  thou” 
mentality  that  pervades  every  minority  group.  I 
am  further  outraged  by  people  who  insist  that 
their  oppression  should  be  more  a  concern  to  me 
than  my  own  oppression.  And  the  Third  World 
Fund’s  “Gentrification  —  Speculation  on  Gay” 
was  yet  another  minority  group  attempt  to  get 
lesbians  and  gays  to  step  aside  and  let  others 
monopolize  being  oppressed. 

First  of  all,  the  Third  World  Fund  objects  to 
equating  the  struggle  to  maintain  same  sex 
relations  with  the  long  battle  by  black  for 
human,  political,  and  civil  rights.  What  bigotry! 
Lesbians  and  gays,  just  like  racial  minorities, 
have  been  stereotyped,  lynched,  incarcerated, 
discriminated  against,  and  denied  every  basic 
human  right  imaginable.  For  the  Third  World 
Fund  to  overlook  these  facts  —  to  deny  our  op¬ 
pression  —  just  exposes  them  as  homophobes 
and  makes  them  equal  to  the  racists  they  so  self- 
righteously  deplore. 

Secondly,  the  rhetoric  against  the  so-called  gay 
invasion  of  low-income  neighborhoods  smacks 
of  “there  goes  the  neighborhood.”  All  hetero¬ 
sexual  neighborhoods,  including  black  commun¬ 
ities,  are  hostile  to  lesbians  and  gays,  expect  us  to 
be  closeted,  and  are  not  conducive  to  our  needs. 
So  now  we  are  condemned  for  forming  our  own 
communities.  How  easily  would  the  Third  World 
Fund  move  into  a  racist  white  community?  Well, 
I’m  not  about  to  move  into  any  heterosexual 
neighborhood  to  appease  the  Third  World  Fund: 

Finally,  racism  is  indeed  a  problem  in  the 
lesbian  and  gay  communities.  But,  homophobia 
is  just  as  rampant  in  the  black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munities.  This  heterosexism  is  not  ponsidered  by 
the  Third  World  Fund.  I  can  only  assume  that 
they  don’t  recognize  anti-gay  bigotry,  insist  on 
invalidating  our  concerns,  and  refuse  to 
acknowledge  their  own  biases.  If  the  Third 
World  Fund  wishes  to  understand  lesbian  and 
gay  rage,  I  suggest  they  get  over  their  hetero¬ 
sexual  privilege  in  this  society. 

Jim  Kernochan 
New  York,  NY 

talking  to 
each  other 

Dear  People, 

As  a  delegate  to  the  Philadelphia  Conference 
for  the  March  on  Washington,  DC,  I’m  writing 
to  express  my  thanks  for  the  generous  move 
you’ve  made  of  giving  all  who  attended  a  ten 
week  subscription  to  the  Gay  Community  News. 

I  regret  not  having  the  opportunity  to  speak  to 
one  of  your  representatives  in  Philadelphia  and 
of  being  unable  to  attend  the  Houston  Planning 
Conference  this  upcoming  weekend  (due  to  my 
involvement  in  the  PA  state  student  lobby  and  its 
annual  summer  conference,  of  the  same  date). 
Therefore,  I’m  doubly  glad  that  I’m  receiving  the 
GCN  and  that  you’ll  be  there  to  cover  and  report 
the  event. 

I’ve  enjoyed  the  GCN  very  much.  The  service 
that’s  being  provided  by  your  organization  to  us 
in  the  gay  community  is  one  sorely  needed:  the 
support,  the  much  needed  information  and 
something  as  fundamental  as  an  open  forum  for 
us  all  across  the  country,  to  articulate  our 
thoughts,  feelings,  and  goals.  With  this,  only  the 
tenth  anniversary  of  the  “Gay  Rights  Movment” 
—  with  all  its  accomplishments  and  all  that  yet 
must  be  done  to  end  homosexual  oppression,  the 
gay  media  is  practically  fundamental  to  the  real¬ 
ization  of  our  needs  and  goals  —  with  the  GCN 
serving,  in  my  opinion,  as  an  excellent  model. 

In  closing,  I  hope  that  one  day  I’ll  be  able  to 
get  a  chance  to  speak  with  one  of  you,  perhaps  at 
the  March  itself. 

Til  then  or  whenever  —  keep  up  the  good 
work! 

Yours  in  Activism, 

Eric  K.  Browning 
Lock  Haven,  PA 

Editor’s  Note:  After  the  organizing  conference 
which  took  place  in  Philadelphia  in  February,  we 
decided  to  send  a  ten-week  subscription  to  each 
of  the  delegates  who  attended.  We  asked  that 
they  use  the  paper  as  a  medium  to  pubicize  the 
planning  efforts  taking  place  in  their  regions  and 
as  a  forum  through  which  they  could 
communicate  their  concerns  to  other  activists 
across  the  country.  We  have,  however,  been 
disappointed  with  the  response.  We  hope  that 
between  now  and  October  14  organizers  in  every 
area  of  the  CQuntry  will  take  greater  advantage  of 
those  lines  of  communication  which  are  made 
available  to  them. 


our  limited 
resources 

Dear  Editor: 

John  Mehring  has  written  an  important  and 
provocative  piece  summarizing  the  history  of  our 
movement  in  Oklahoma  (Briggs  Initiative  Okla¬ 
homa  Style,  GCN,  July  7,  1979).  He  and  all  the 
women  and  men  of  Oklahoma  who  have  fought 
the  battle  in  that  most  homophobic  state  deserve 
the  admiration  and  support  of  all  gay  people. 
They  are  incredibly  tenacious  and  determined 
people. 

John  has  called  attention  to  the  unfortunate 
reality  that  NGTF  has  not  been  able  to  respond 
to  every  situation  that  clamors  for  deserved  at¬ 
tention.  That  is  the  limitation  imposed  on  us  by 
finite  human  and  financial  resources.  We  have 
had  to  divide  and  focus  our  resources  on  national 
efforts  that  have  potential  for  wide  impact  such 
as  our  media  advocacy  work  and  to  efforts  that 
assist  the  powerless  in  society  such  as  our  work 
with  the  Immigration  and  Naturalization  Service 
and  the  Bureau  of  Prisons.  (As  the  recent  Carl 
Hill  immigration  case  in  San  Francisco  has 
pointed  up,  the  fight  does  not  always  yield  to 
quick  success.) 

Fortunately,  there  are  now  several  organiza¬ 
tions  working  to  bring  a  variety  of  skills  and  tal¬ 
ent  to  bear  on  the  challenges  before  us.  Gay 
Rights  Advocates  of  San  Francisco  is  but  one  ex¬ 
cellent  example.  Their  existence  presents  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  cooperative  action  although  such 
potential  is  still  constrained  by  available 
resources.  But  when  working  together,  we  reach 
further  than  would  be  possible  working  alone. 

For  example,  NGTF  and  GRA  have  joined 
forces  this  summer  to  file  amicus  curiae  ( friend 
of  the  court)  briefs  in  two  gay  student^ organiza¬ 
tion  cases  —  The  Gay  Activist  Alliance  et  a!  vs. 
The  Board  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  Okla¬ 
homa  et  at  and  Gay  Student  Services  vs.  Texas 
A&M  University.  These  are  important  cases  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  students  involved  and  to  gay 
people  everywhere.  Furthermore,  they  set  a  pre¬ 
cedent  for  inter-organzation  cooperation  in  liti¬ 
gation.  Other  legal  opportunities  will  be  evalua¬ 
ted  as  they  come  forward  including  the  legal 
challenge  to  the  Oklahoma  Helms  law. 

These  are  small  but  important  steps  forward 
for  NGTF  as  we  prepare  to  enter  our  seventh 
year  in  October.  We  will  continue  to  be 
hampered  by  limited  resources  in  the  face  of 
great  demand.  That  will  frustrate  us  as  much  as  it 
frustrates  those  who  look  to  NGTF  for  help.  But 
NGTF  is  growing  in  concert  with  other  gay  or¬ 
ganizations.  We  are  committed  to  those  projects 
that  will  serve  the  greatest  number  of  lesbians 
and  gay  men  and  serve  those  of  us  who  are  with¬ 
out  power  in  our  society. 

Very  truly  yours, 

C.  F.  Brydon 
Co-Executive  Director 
National  Gay  Task  Force 
New  York,  NY 

a  no-win  situation 

Dear  GCN, 

I  had  not  yet  decided  whether  or  not  to  renew 
my  subscription  when  I  first  got  the  renewal  no¬ 
tice.  Then  I  read  Gregg  Howe’s  “How  to  Cruise, 
A  Beginner’s  Guide.”  That  canned  it  completely. 
I’m  sure  even  though  most  of  us  do  act  as  offens¬ 
ively  as  this  article  instructs,  most  of  us  also  feel 
deep  down  inside  that  it  is  not  beneficial  to  our 
inner  selves. 

Mr.  Howe  speaks  of  “displays  of  affection” 
and  “relationships”  as  though  they  were  termi¬ 
nal  diseases.  As  well  as  downplaying  love  and 
friendship,  six  columns  were  wasted  on  the  in¬ 
struction  of  behavior  that  I’m  sure  the  majority 
of  us  have  come  to  hate,  and  would  prefer  to  un¬ 
learn.  * 

Almost  everything  written  in  GCN  contains 
the  author’s  opinion.  It  is  not  objective,  so  with¬ 
in  days,  dozens  of  letters  come  in  criticizing  the 
columns  in  question.  Then,  in  the  weeks 
following,  letters  appear  criticizing  the  letters 
which  criticized  in  the  first  place.  It’s  a  no-win 
situation. 

If  the  material  were  less  slanted,  the  paper 
could  be  made  more  concise.  I  find  that  about 
two  pages,  on  the  average,  are  useful,  current 
events  type  of  information.  Too  much  of  the 
paper  contains  loaded-gun,  opinionated  essays. 
Too  much  energy  is  invested  in  writers  who  are 
more  dedicated  to  getting  attention  than  to 
providing  honest,  word-for-word  accounts  of 
what  is  going  on  in  the  Boston  area  and  what 
effect  it  will  have  here. 

In  summation,  I  decided  to  let  my  subscription 
lapse  because  I,  like  everyone,  am  impression¬ 
able.  I  don’t  have  a  desire  to  develop  other 
people’s  opinions.  I  need  to  develop  my  own.  I 
fear  that  being  bombarded  with  so  many 
conflicting ‘opinions  contained  in  the  pages  of 
GCN  could  eventually  damage  my  psyche,  and  I 
don’t  wish  to  become  another  “statistic”  gay 
that  constantly  needs  psychological  treatment  to 
cope. 

I’m  very  sorry,  but  even  though  gay  news  is 
important  to  me,  the  negative  effects  of  your 
newspaper  could  well  outweight  the  importance 
of  the  issues.  I’m  going  to  have  to  go  elsewhere. 

Thoughtfully, 

Stephen  D.  Johnson 
Franklin,  MA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices”.  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Speaking  Out 


Forging  Our  Future  — 
Together 

By  Bob  Collins 

This  essay  was  originally  presented  as  a  speech  at  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
Rally  on  June  16. 

On  May  21  thousands  of  lesbians  and  gay  men  fought  the  police  for  six  hours  in  the 
streets  of  San  Francisco.  In  the  straight  press  we  read  “straight  man  kills  gay  man,  straight 
man  gets  off  easy,  gay  people  get  mad  and  have  a  riot”  followed  by  official  estimates  of  the 
damage  and  a  body  count.  The  news  carried  that  story  for  a  few  days  and  then  it 
disappeared,  hopefully  to  be  forgotten.  But  I  haven’t  forgotten,  have  you? 

Why  did  all  these  gay  people  riot?  As  usual,  the  story  is  much  more  complex  than  the 
press  portrayed.  Yes  people  were  angry  and  frightened.  That  jury  decision  was  almost  a 
license  to  kill.  But  there  was  more.  The  riot  was  preceded  by  months  of  harassment  of  the 
gay  community.  A  lesbian  bar  was  attacked  by  off-duty  cops.  Raids  were  made  on  gays  and 
blacks  in  poor  neighborhoods,  cops  were  seen  wearing  “Free  Dan  White”  T-shirts.  There 
had  almost  been  a  riot  the  week  before  when  3,000  gay  people  tried  to  stop  the  cops  from 
arresting  a  gay  man  for  putting  up  a  leaflet. 

San  Francisco  has  always  been  portrayed  as  heaven  —  our  nice  ghetto.  But  under  the 
surface  lay  the  bitter  truth.  Straight  men  kill  gay  people  in  San  Francisco  and  they  get  away 
with  it.  Gay  people  rioted  for  all  these  reasons. 

But  was  San  Francisco  an  exception?!No.Vio hence  against  gay  people  is  on  the  rise.  To 
stop  it  we  have  to  try  to  understand  it. 

We  all  understand  brute  violence  —  stabbings  on  the  Fenway,  women  being  raped  and 
murdered.  But  this  is  just  one  form  of  violence.  In  our  society  there  is  a  whole  system  of 
violence  which  justifies  this  violence  and  makes  it  appear  normal.  Institutional  violence  is 
part  of  that  system. 

It’s  a  form  of  violence  when  as  kids  we  are  taught  in  school  that  heterosexuality  is 
normal  and  that  we  are  deviant. 

It’s  a  form  of  violence  when  we  come  out  anyway  and  get  shipped  to  mental  hospitals 
by  our  parents  or  put  into  jails  for  unnatural  acts. 

It’s  violence  too  when  we  don’t  get  the  medical  and  psychiatric  care  we  need. 

Schools  and  hospitals  are  supposed  to  teach  us  and  heal  us  —  not  punish  us.  Sexual 
harrassment  is  another  part  of  the  system  of  violence. 

Many  of  us  can’t  get  or  keep  certain  jobs  because  we’re  too  gay,  too  dykey.  Many 
lesbians  get  harrassed  at  work  because  they  won’t  provide  favors  for  their  male  bosses. 

Women  get  treated  as  sex  objects  —  judged  by  their  looks  and  bodies  —  not  by  their 
skills. 

When  we  walk  down  the  streets  holding  hands  we  get  yelled  at  or  treated  as  strange  or 
bizarre.  The  fear  of  sexual  harassment  keeps  us  contained.  Holds  us  back  from  showing 
our  true  feelings,  our  righteous  anger. 

Political  violence  is  the  violence  of  one  group,  class  or  race  against  another  group, 
class,  or  race  designed  to  terrorize,  to  pacify,  to  force  into  submission  or  to  maintain  the 
status  quo.  I  want  to  say  more  about  that.  By  coming  out  and  living  public  lives  homo¬ 
sexuals  have  exposed  the  myth  that  the  family  (mommy,  daddy  and  the  kids)  is  the  only 

natural  way  for  people  to  live. 

By  refusing  to  play  strict  female-male  roles  (femme  and  butch)  in  our  relationships  we 
have  exposed  the  myth  that  men  only  do  do  one  kind  of  work  and  women  another. 

By  trying  to  build  relationships  based  on  equality andmutual  respect  we  have  exposed 
the  myth  that  the  man  is  rightfully  boss  and  the  woman  and  children  his  servants. 

And  finally  by  demanding  our  right  to  love  who  and  how  and  when  we  wish  regardless 
of  who  says  what,  we  have  shaken  religious  groups,  legal  courts  and  high  school  principals. 

In  sum,  by  coming  out,  by  healing  our  psychic  wounds  and  functioning  as  creative  and 
very  often  happy  and  excited  human  beings  we  have  raised  profound  questions.  What  is  it 
to  be  a  woman  anyway?  What  is  a  man?  What  is  sex  for?  And  who  is  normal? 

Many  heterosexuals  have  heard  these  questions,  looked  at  our  lives  and  learned  a  great 
deal.  Slowly  change  begins  to  happen  throughout  our  society. 

Others  see  this  change  as  a  threat  to  their  established  normalcy  and  the  privileges  that 


go  along  with  it.  They’re  right,  it  is  a  threat.  If  people  come  to  question  what’s  normal  in 
society,  begin  to  pick  that  society  apart,  huge  gaps  appear.  Is  it  normal  that  they  attack  us 
for  holding  hands?  Is  it  normal  that  we  should  be  poisoned  by  nuclear  power  and  chemical 
waste?  Is  it  normal  that  we  should  do  all  the  work  while  somebody  else  makes  all  the 
profits?  Is  it  normal  that  women  demanding  mere  control  over  their  own  bodies  are 
branded  as  murderers?  Of  course  it’s  not. 

People  begin  to  choose  sides  —  we’ve  been  on  the  side  asking  questions  and  coming  up 
with  some  very  interesting  answers.  The  growing  right  wing  and  their  often  confused 
followers  are  on  the  other  side  digging  in,  attacking,  refusing  to  hear  our  new  found 
.reason.  The  issues  become  gay  and  lesbian  rights,  affirmative  action,  abortion  and 
women’s  right  to  choose,  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment,  welfare,  unions,  and  tax  reform. 

We  are  their  targets  —  lesbians,  gay  men,  people  of  color,  workers,  Jews,  foreigners. 
This  is  political  violence.  The  violence  appears  haphazard  and  random  but  in  fact  it  is  a 
system  of  violence.  It  is  designed  to  keep  us  separated  from  each  other,  to  see  each  other  as 
worst  enemies  and  to  keep  us  all  powerless  so  that  we  remain  the  victims  and  those  in 
control  maintain  their  power  and  the  profits.  But  we’ve  been  fighting  for  years  to  stop 
seeing  ourselves  as  victims.  Are  we  going  to  let  them  do  it  to  us  again? 

So  what  do  we  do?  For  all  of  us  it’s  very  confusing.  We  too  want  security  and  a  little 
normalcy.  Who  wants  to  fight  all  the  time? 

For  many  gay  white  men  it’s  very  confusing.  We  have  choices  that  women  and  black 
people  don’t.  We  can  go  back  in  the  closet.  Blacks  and  womgn  don’t  have  any  closets  to 
begin  with.  I  haven’t  been  attacked,  I  get  by.  Sometimes  I’d  just  like  to  go  to  the  bars.  I 
was  trained  to  be  a  man  anyway,  to  hate  or  deny  women  and  blacks.  But  that  training  left 
me  crazy,  I’ve  only  started  becoming  sane  by  coming  out,  by  changing  my  thinking,  so  it 
makes  sense  to  keep  on  coming  out.  I  don’t  want  to  go  back  in  the  closet.  Do  you? 

But  the  more  we  come  out,  the  more  the  attacks  will  increase,  and  the  more  we  need  to 
build  new  forms  of  protection  and  resistance.  This  past  year  after  electoral  defeats  in  Dade 
County,  Florida,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  Wichita,  Kansas  and  Eugene,  Oregon,  gay  people 
reversed  these  defeats  and  won  victories  in  California  against  the  Briggs  Initiative  and  in 
Seattle  against  Proposition  13.  These  victories  weren’t  luck  or  some  mystical  combination. 
Gay  people  won  by  being  united,  by  making  ties  with  women’s  groups,  black  groups, 
neighborhood  groups,  labor  unions  and  the  like,  and  by  working  hard.  Attackers  can  be 
repelled. 

In  Boston  we  haven’t  gotten  that  far  but  the  seeds  are  there.  The  people  arrested  in 
Revere  are  free  now  because  of  good  legal  help  and  a  strong  defense  committee.  Black 
people  and  women  have  organized  many  groups  to  counter  attacks  against  women, 
especially  black  women.  Hundreds  of  us  marched  Sept.  1  to  stand  up  to  senatorial 
candidate  Howard  Phillips  and  Anita  Bryant.  And  BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Man  Against  the  Right)  has  played  a  good  role  in  bringing  lesbians  and  gay  men  together  to 
work  on  issues  we  face  in  common.  These  and  others  are  good  steps.  This  all  may  sound 
too  organizational  for  some  yet.  There  are  other  things  to  do.  It’s  important  to  support 
each  other  on  a  day-to-day  basis.  To  stand  up  for  other  gay  people,  blacks  and  women 
when  we  see  them  being  attacked.  For  men,  we  should  try  to  talk  with  straight  men  as  much 
as  possible,  to  let  them  know  we’re  gay,  that  all  men  might  not  be  like  them,  that  they  can 
change,  too.  All  these  things  help  and  they  make  us  stronger  as  people. 

We  face  two  main  tasks  today.  To  protect  ourselves  and  each  other  from  the  violence 
perpetrated  against  us.  To  help  each  other  come  out,  to  build  new,  better  lives  and  a  better, 
saner  culture.  I  have  no  perfect  plan,  just  the  absolute  sense  of  the  need  to  develop  plans. 
You  all  have  something  to  do  about  it.  Talk  about  it  with  your  friends.  1 1  you  don’t  like  the 
groups  around,  do  something  about  it,  criticize  us  all,  offer  suggestion.',  ee>  logether  with 
friends  and  form  new  groups.  All  of  us  are  responsible  for  the  future. 

Many  of  you  will  disregard  what  I’m  saying,  skeptical  about  my  beliefs  in  gay 
possibilities,  unwilling  to  believe  the  predictions  of  violence  and  increased  harassment. 
Happily  and  regrettably  I  have  to  say  the  future  will  prove  me  right.  The  ’80s  are  coming 
and  they’re  gonna  be  hot.  Let’s  hope  we’re  all  there. 


Are  We  Gay  and  Proud? 

By  Nancy  Walker 

Every  year,  as  the  day  for  the  Boston  Gay  Pride  rally  approaches,  I  become  tense, 
anticipating  some  action  or  speech  that  will  smash  the  illusion  of  unity  and  family  affection 
created  by  the  coming  together  of  gay  men  and  women  from  all  over  New  England  for  the 
purpose  of  sharing  their  pride  and  joy  in  simply  being  who  they  are.  In  the  past  my  worst 
fears  were,  unhappily,  more  than  fully  realized.  Someone  always  managed  to  say 
something  to  injure  fellow  gays  or  to  provide  the  straight  media  with  ammunition  to  use 

against  the  movement  as  a  whole.  . 

On  Saturday,  June  16,  we  gathered  at  Copley  Square  in  Boston  under  a  glaring, 
cloudless  sky.  It  was  hot  as  hell.  I  was  sure  God  was  trying  to  send  us  coming  attractions 
for  the  world  beyond.  My  lover,  whom  I  cherish  above  all  else,  and  who  is  still  very  much 
closeted  professionally,  had  decided  to  take  the  risk  and  march  with  me,  a  small  gesture 
only  if  you  do  not  fullv  comprehend  how  soul-searing  it  would  be  for  someone  to  be  forced 
out  of  a  job  she  loves,  and  for  which  she  had  to  study  for  fifteen  years  to  be  qualified.  So,  I 
was  pleased  and  very  proud  that  she  was  beside  me  when  we  reached  the  cluster  of  excited 
men  and  women  surrounding  the  GCN  banner.  “GCN”  was  also  emblazoned  across  my 
chest  in  big  black  letters  on  an  unmissable  red  background.  Most  of  the  GCN  people  were 
sporting  T-shirts,  and  when  one  member  of  the  staff  came  by  with  an  apparently  extra  shirt 
waving  over  her  arm,  my  lover  asked  if  she  could  buy  it  from  her.  The  transaction  agreed 
upon,  my  lover  had  the  shirt,  a  sober  navy-blue  with  white  letters,  in  her  hand  In  a  sudden 
burst  of  enthusiasm  and  wild  abandon,  my  perennial  Ms.  Prim  took  off  the  blouse  she  was 
wearing,  right  then  and  there,  in  front  of  the  sun  and  the  sky  and  the  birds  and  all  he 
brothers  and  sisters,  and  changed  into  the  sacred  GCN  label.  I  was  astonished,  to  say  the 

1CaStWe  set  off  with  very  high  spirits,  accompanied  by  drums  and  chants,  and  marched 
dowmo»n  on  Boylston  S.r<£  toward  Charles  Street.  As  we  passed  the  Arlington  Street 
Church  the  bells  rang— for  us.  People  waved  from  windows;  we  waved  back.  There  was 
an  all-pervasive  feeling  of  love  and  affection,  the  like  of  which  I  have  never  experienced 
before  As  we  marched  along,  I  began  to  wonder  what  jarring  note  would  be  inJe^ted  111,0 
the  celebration  that  would  destroy  the  magical  aura  of  unity  and  peace  generated  during 

themThehjarring  note  was  one  unstruck-a  tone  unheard,  a  song  unsung.  Nobody  really 
did  anything  particularly  unseemly  or  unkind,  but  a  great  deal  that,  in  my  opinion  and  in 
?£  oJiniTof  many  others  with  whom  I  have  spoken  (some  of  them  have  already  written 
letters  to  the  editor),  should  have  been  said  was  left  to  silence  and  oblivion. 

The  whole  point  of  a  gay  pride  march  and  rally  is  to  celebrate  gay  P»de.  That  we  have 
eo  far  in  ten  vears  and  that  we  have  so  much  farther  to  go  should  have  been  the 

theme  Men  and  women  should  have  spoken  as  equally  as  possible.  As  it  was,  the ^°™en 
tneme.  ivicii  an  should  have  held  center  stage, 

asrsrr -£  **  «*.  **  ^ 

persuasions^  nstead .  we  were  harangued  abou.  racism,  feminism  and  untons-all  of  these 


things  significant  in  and  of  themselves,  but  hardly  the  proper  focus  for  a  gay  pride  rally. 

A  feminist  rally  would  not  stress  gay  issues  first  and  foremost.  A  black  rally  would  not 
stress  gay  issues  first  and  foremost.  Why,  on  the  tenth  anniversary  of  our  first  modern 
strike  for  freedom,  should  a  gay  rally  put  other  concerns,  no  matter  how  worthy,  before 
the  concerns  for  gay  freedom  and  dignity  that  affect  us  all?  Why  should  it  be  made  to  seem 
a  defect  if  a  gay  person  happens  to  be  both  white  and  male?  Surely  the  white  gay  men  had  a 
right  to  feel  short-changed.  They  had  come  to  the  march  and  rally  with  full  hearts  and  high 
hopes,  offering  their  presence  and  their  positive  spirit,  as  we  all  did,  to  what  we  expected  to 
be  a  genuine  sharing  of  community,  for  that  one  brief  afternoon  setting  aside  those  things 
which  make  us  different  and  sometimes  opposed  to  one  another,  in  favor  of  what  is 
common  and  central  to  every  one  of  us. 

Certainly  the  willingness  and  hope  were  there.  The  love  flowing  from  person  to  person 
during  the  actual  march  was  palpable.  It  vibrated  all  along  the  line  as  we  walked.  It  was 
powerful  and  undeniable.  It  was  so  strong  that  somehow  it  was  able  to  sustain  and 
overcome  the  disappointment  in  seeing  what  should  have  been  our  rally,  co-opted  by 
relevant  but  different  considerations. 

The  rally  was  an  infernal  let-down.  We  had  come  so  that  our  already  elevated  spirits 
might  be  spurred  to  greater  heights  by  speakers  filled  with  the  optimism  and  dynamism  that 
has  made  gay  liberation  itself  a  living  movement.  Instead  we  got  inexperienced  and  rather 
lackluster  speakers  talking  about  everything  but  the  glory  of  being  gay  and  our  dreams  of  a 
brighter  tomorrow. 

Still,  we  would  not  be  defeated  in  our  quest  for  a  message  as  brilliant  as  the  skies 
beneath  which  we  had  come  together.  Despite  the  blast-furnace  heat  and  the  sorry  dis¬ 
appointment,  we  persisted.  GCN  had  a  beautiful  pot-luck  picnic  at  which  we  shared  our 
food  and  our  fondness  for  each  other,  and  after  the  picnic  many  of  us  went  to  the  YWCA 
on  Clarendon  Street  in  Boston  where  we  were  at  last  inspired  by  a  performance  produced 
by  the  Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Man  Against  the  Right  which  through  poetry  and 
vignettes  spoke  eloquently  of  the  gay  agony,  the  gay  struggle,  the  gay  heroism  of  the  last 
ten  years,  and  brought  us  a  measure  of  prideful  reflection.  It  was  a  very  moving  and 
uplifting  experience.  The  event  took  place  in  a  gaily  decorated  ballroom.  We,  the  audience, 
sat  at  large  tables  in  a  relaxed  yet  festive  atmosphere.  We  finally,  as  the  day  drew  to  a  close, 
could  take  a  deep  breath  and  look  around  the  large,  lavender  crepe  paper  festooned  room 
and  think  with  joy,  “These  are  my  people.  We  are  celebrating  our  history  and  our  future. 
We  are  gay  and  proud  and  we  have  earned  our  stripes.” 

It  is  with  the  feeling  of  love  and  hope  that  we  must  proceed,  that  we  must  go  on  to  face 
whatever  the  next  decade  and  all  the  succeeding  decades  bring.  I  dare  to  believe  that  next 
year  a  real  celebration  will  happen  and  gay  will  be  the  sum  and  substance  of  the  festivities, 
not  a  small  item  on  the  agenda,  stuck  in  as  a  seeming  after  thought,  as  if  the  birthday  child 
had  come  unbidden  to  its  own  party.  Let  gay  wear  the  laurel  and  carry  the  day,  and  raise 
such  a  tide  of  hope  and  glory  that  we  will  sweep  to  victory  and  peace — all  of  us  together . 
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Schuster  and  Isaacson 


Continued  from  Page  1 
that  he  wanted  us  to  be  public.” 
The  women  express  a  desire  to  act 
as  educators  .  .to  bridge  the 
gap  between  straights  and  gays”. 

The  Schuster  and  Isaacson  story 
began  in  1970  when  Sandy  and 
Madeleine  met  at  church.  Over  a 
period  of  time,  they  fell  in  love 
and  decided  to  form  a  relation¬ 
ship.  At  the  time,  Sandy  was 
married  to  Jim  Schuster  and  was 
the  mother  of  four  children. 
Madeleine  was  married  to  Jerry 
Isaacson  and  was  the  mother  to 
two.  The  women  eventually  left 
their  husbands,  taking  the 
children  with  them. 

The  original  court  decision  on 
custody  rights  was  made  in 
December  of  1972  as  a  part  of  the 
divorce  proceedings.  In  this  deci¬ 
sion,  handed  down  by  Judge 
James  A.  Noe  of  the  Washington 
Superior  Court  of  King’s  County, 
it  was  stated  that  the  mothers 
could  retain  custody  of  their  re¬ 
spective  children,  but  only  if  they 
lived  apart.  The  judge  made  no 
further  rulings  concerning  their 
rights  to  associate.  As  a  result  of 
the  decision,  Isaacson  and 
Schuster  obtained  separate  apart¬ 
ments  which  were  adjacent  to  one 
another. 

A  modification  hearing  took 
place  in  August  of  1974  at  the  re¬ 
quest  of  Jim  Schuster.  He  charged 
that  the  women  were  in  fact  still 
living  together,  thus  violating  the 
original  custody  ruling.  He 
further  contended  that  the  publi¬ 
city  the  women  were  receiving, 
both  from  their  movie  and  their 
numerous  speaking  engagements, 


was  having  some  negative  effect 
on  the  children.  He  held  that  his 
own  remarriage  would  allow  him 
to  provide  a  better  and  more 
stable  home  and  that  custody  of 
his  children  should  thus  be 
transferred  to  him. 

In  September  of  1974,  Judge 
Norman  B.  Ackley  ruled  that  the 
best  interests  of  the  children 
would  be  served  by  having  them 
remain  with  their  mothers.  He 
further  noted  that  the  women 
were,  indeed,  living  together,  thus 
concluding  that  the  original 
custody  agreement  had  been 
violated.  However,  he  added  that 
this  living  arrangement  .  .has 
not  proved  out  to  be  against  the 
best  interests  of  the  children  and  I, 
therefore,  find  that  this  alone  does 
not  justify  a  custody  change.” 

Further  appeals  were  made  by 
the  former  husbands,  with  a  deci¬ 
sion  being  issued  in  October 
1978  by  the  State  of  Washington 
Supreme  Court.  In  this  decision, 
six  of  the  nine  justice  voted  in 
favor  of  allowing  the  mothers  to 
retain  custody.  However,  four  of 
these  six  justices  also  favored  the 
separate  living  arrangement 
ordered  in  the  original  1972  deci¬ 
sion.  Since  at  least  five  of  the  jus¬ 
tices  would  have  had  to  favor  this 
arrangement  in  order  to  make  it 
binding,  the  net  effect  was  to 
allow  Sandy  and  Madeleine’s 
family  to  remain  together  and  in¬ 
tact. 

While  the  victory  was  a  hearten¬ 
ing  one  of  Schuster  and  Isaacson, 
it  did  not  appear  to  have  far 
reaching  implications  for  future 
cases.  An  account  appearing  in 
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the  Seattle  Gay  News  at  the  time 
fo  the  State  Supreme  Court  deci¬ 
sion  observed:  “The  three  justices 
who  wanted  to  give  custody  to  the 
fathers  issued  no  opinion  about 
separate  residences.  This  was 
either  an  oversight  or  the  reflec¬ 
tion  of  a  view  that  it  doesn’t 
matter  to  them  what  the  living  ar¬ 
rangement  is,  since  they  believe 
the  home  for  children  with  lesbian 
mothers  to  be  unwholesome  in 
any  case.” 

The  Seattle  Gay  News  further 
indicated  that  “The  Court  took 
care  to  point  out  that  it  was  not 
ruling  on  the  appropriateness  of 
custody  awards  to  lesbians.  I'n 
that  sense,  the  case  is  not  a  pre¬ 
cedent  directing  all  courts  to 
disregard  homosexuality  as  a  ne¬ 
gative  factor  in  custody  cases. 
Still,  the  decision  shows  the  court 
is  inclined  to  uphold  such  awards 
when  they  are  made.” 

In  an  interview  with  GCN, 
Isaacson  and  Schuster  discussed 
some  of  the  aspects  of  their  fight. 
They  talked  of  the  Financial 
strain,  describing  times  when  they 
were  so  immersed  in  the  case  as  to 
have  no  time  left  for  jobs.  When 
questioned  as  to  the  support  they 
received  from  gay  and  lesbian  or¬ 
ganizations,  they  answered  that 
there  was  “.  .  .little  support,  vir¬ 
tually  none.”  Most  of  the  legal  ex¬ 
penses  they  have  had  to  pay  them¬ 
selves.  However,  the  Lesbian 
Mothers  National  Defense  Fund 
and  the  National  Organization  for 
Women  did  File  separate  amicus 
curiae  briefs  in  the  later  hearings. 
In  addition,  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  had  agreed  to 


handle  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  case  had  either  of  the 
fathers  opted  to  appeal. 

Overall,  the  women  describe  the 
experience  as  one  that  has 
strengthened  them,  their  relation¬ 
ship  and  their  family.  At  times, 
they  say,  their  life  is  fragmented  as 
they  attempt-  to  fulfill  their  roles 
as  parents  and  as  public  Figures. 


McDonald  Plans 
Anti-Gay  Bill 


The  publicity,  including  a  recent 
article  in  People  magazine,  has 
resulted  in  phone  calls  from 
women  throughout  the  country 
who  find  themselves  in  similar 
situations.  Said  Sandy,  “People 
call  from  all  over  the  country. 
Some  have  said  that  they  didn’t 
even  know  anybody  else  was  gay. 
We  have  done  a  lot  of  counseling 
as  a  result.” 


Continued  from  Page  1 

“Depending  on  what  form  it 
comes  out  of  the  congressman’s 
office,  it  could  pose  a  serious 
threat,”  said  Endean.  “When  it’s 
a  bill,  if  it’s  not  heard  in  the 
subcommittee,  it’s  not  going  to 
move.  But  that  doesn’t  mean  that 
they  can’t  find  some  appropriately 
related  issue  on  the  floor  that  has 
come  out  of  committee  and  simply 
offer  their  entire  bill  as  an  amend¬ 
ment.” 

Jarmin  stated  that  Christian 
Voice  had  acted  in  response  to  the 
growing  threat  the  gay  movement 
poses  for  the  Christian  world.  He 
explained,  “We  Christians  are  not 
going  after  you  guys  [gays]  .  .  . 
It’s  because  the  gay  community 
has  become  so  forceful  in  actually 
pushing  your  morality  on  us, 
insisting  we  have  to  recognize  it  as 
being  legitimate,  that  we’re  re¬ 
acting  and  saying  ‘Look,  we’re 
Christians  and  believe  in  the 
Bible’.” 

Jarmin  told  GCN  that  Christian 
Voice  was  not  at  all  interested  in 
starting  a  “vicious  campaign 


against  homosexuals.”  He  was 
clear  in  stating  their  position  on 
homosexuality,  however,  saying, 
“We  believe  it  to  be  a  sin,  it  is 
clearly  defined  in  the  Bible  as  a  sin 
.  .  .  it’s  immoral,  it’s  unchristian 
...  we  believe  it  goes  against  the 
laws  of  God,  not  to  mention  the 
laws  of  nature.” 

This  is  not  the  first  time 
McDonald,  a  urologist  by 
profession  and  an  ex-member 
of  the  national  council  of  the  John 
Birch  Society,  has  sought  to  bring 
his  anti-gay  crusade  into  the  halls 
of  Congress.  On  June  27,  1977, 
McDonald  introduced  an 
amendment  to  the  Legal  Services 
Corporation  budget,  which  funds 
legal  service  projects  to  aid  indi¬ 
gent  persons  in  civil  cases,  to 
exclude  legal  aid  for  any  case 
arising  out  of  “homosexuality  or 
so-called  gay  rights.”  The 
amendment  passed  by  a  roll-call 
vote  of  230-133,  although  a 
conference  committee,  headed  by 
Rep.  Robert  W.  Kastenmeier(D- 
WI),  deleted  McDonald’s 
amendment  a  few  weeks  later. 
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Licensing  Darts 


Continued  from  Page  3 
not  because  it  is  gay,  but  because 
it  is  a  nuisance.  He  cited  a  number 
of  examples  of  other  positions 
which  he  and  the  Neighborhood 
Association  of  the  Back  Bay 
(NABB)  have  taken  against  other 
licenses  —  gay  or  otherwise. 
Supporters  Speak 

Darts  lawyer  Paul  O’Rourke 
called  ten  witnesses,  two  of  them 
residents  of  the  building,  all  of 
whom  praised  Darts  for  its  coop¬ 
erative  management.  Although 
two  witnesses  conceded  that  the 
next-door  alley  was  a  problem, 
they  claimed  it  resulted  not  from 
Darts  patrons  but  local  “dere¬ 
licts”  rummaging  through  the 
garbage.  Darts  manager  Robert 
Deutsch  received  a  round  of 
applause  following  his  ten-minute 
defense  of  the  bar. 

Steven  Tierney  read  into  the  re¬ 
cord  a  statement  of  support  for 
Darts  from  former  State  Repre¬ 
sentative  Elaine  Noble,  as  well  as 
a  resolution  from  the  Mass. 
Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation 
(MCGL)  endorsing  the  bar. 

MCGL  Co-coordinator  Ann 
Maguire  told  GCN  later  that 
Tierney  was  speaking  on  behalf  of 
himself  only  and  that  MCGL  had 
never  taken  any  official 
“resolution”  on  behalf  of  any 
particular  bar. 

Russell  Gaudrau,  attorney  for 
NABB,  presented  nine  witnesses 
against  the  bar,  all  of  them 
present  or  former  residents  of  the 
condominium  building.  They 


complained  about  being  harassed 
and  kept  awake  by  Darts  patrons, 
and  one  man  claimed  that  the 
market  values  of  the 
condominiums  above  Darts  have 
not  kept  pace  with  the  values  of 
other  property  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  because  of  the  noise. 

Stuart  Robbins,  director  of  the 
Back  Bay  Association  (the  local 
merchants  organization),  said  his 
group  had  consistently  opposed 
discotheques  in  residential  areas. 
He  noted  that  he  had  supported 
other  gay  clubs  in  the  Back  Bay 
(such  as  The  Bar  and  the  up¬ 
coming  Chaps-Styx  merger)  and 
contended  that  the  fact  that  the 
bar  is  gay  “is  not  the  issue.” 

Richard  Nemrow,  president  of 
NABB,  said  that  the  bar  is  contri¬ 
buting  to  an  increasingly  transient 
population,  due  to  absentee 
condominium  owners,  which  is,  in 
turn,  lowering  property  values. 

Back  Bay  Little  City  Hall  mana¬ 
ger  Fred  Betzner  stated  that  the 
city  supports  the  residents  of  the 
neighborhood  in  their  efforts  to 
put  some  restrictions  on  the  bar. 
Betzner’s  remarks,  however  — 
which  came  near  the  end  of  the 
2  Vi  hours  of  testimony  —  led  to 
some  embarrassing  questioning  by 
Licensing  Board  Commissioner 
Jon  C.  Straight. 

Who  Represents  the  Mayor? 

Straight  asked  Betzner  whether 
Noble’s  letter,  which  was  written 
on  Mayor  Kevin  White’s  station¬ 
ery,  represented  the  position  of 
the  city  administration,  or  whe¬ 


ther  Betzner  spoke  for  the  city. 
Betzner  replied  that  he  thought 
Noble  was  writing  as  an  individual, 
and  that  he,  along  with  Deputy 
Mayor  Katharine  Kane  [who  was 
in  the  audience],  represented  the 
city’s  position  —  against  Darts. 

Gargiulo  jokingly  asked 
whether  anyone  had  spoken  to 
Robin  MacCormack  about  Darts, 
and  the  crowd  erupted  into  laugh¬ 
ter.  Margot  Morrell,  a  leader  of 
the  anti-Darts  group,  attempted  to 
explain  that  she  had  talked  to 
MacCormack  —  who  said  how 
supported  the  residents  —  but 
Gargiulo  cut  Morrell  off. 

At  that  point,  Steven  Tierney 
jumped  up  and  announced  that 
since  Noble  had  written  her  state¬ 
ment  on  Mayor  White’s  station¬ 
ery,  he  believed  that  Noble,  not 
Betzner  or  Kane,  spoke  on  behalf 
of  the  mayor. 

This  was  the  second  time  Noble, 
by  virtue  of  her  capacity  on  the 
mayor’s  staff,  had  communicated 
with  the  Licensing  Board  during  a 
hearing.  She  also  sent  a  letter  in 
support  of  Buddies,  Darts’  chief 
rival,  when  its  application  was 
pending. 

Joseph  Savage,  the  mayor’s 
deputy  press  secretarytold  GCN 
that  Noble  was  not  authorized  to 
speak  for  the  mayor  at  the 
hearing.  He  explained  that  the 
letter  was  typed  on  the  wrong 
stationery  and  that  Noble  was 
writing  as  an  individual  only. 

The  Licensing  Board  took  the 
matter  under  advisement  and  a 
decision  is  expected  within  a 
month. 
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Man  Sues  Former  Lover 


WASHINGTON,  DC  -  A  suit 
has  been  filed  in  Superior  Court  in 
Washington  by  Don  Cox,  who 
seeks  $100,000  from  a  man  he 
married  in  1977.  Cox,  27,  is  suing 
David  Elwing  for  allegedly  failing 
to  keep  a  verbal  agreement 
between  them,  the  terms  of  which 
required  Elwing  to  “support 
(Cox),  provide  him  with  board, 
maintenance,  clothing,  medical 
expenses,  and  other  necessities, 
and  share”  half  the  profits  of  a 
real-estate  venture.  In  return,  Cox 
said,  he  “rendered  services  of 
household  upkeep,”  which 
included  cooking  and  cleaning. 
Cox  wants  to  be  paid  for  his 
services. 

Cox  and  Elwing,  37,  were 
joined  in  “Holy  Union”  in  a 
Chicago  Metropolitan 

Community  Church.  They  lived 
together  there  while  they  sought 
out  a  good  real-estate  investment. 
According  to  Elwing,  Cox 
“worked  for  me.”  While  they 
lived  together,  first  in  Chicago 
and  later  in  Washington,  Cox 
said,  “I  did  the  cooking,  the 
cleaning,  the  marketing,  and  the 
laundering.  .  .1  walked  his  dog.  . 
I  repapered  the  apartment  we 
lived  in,  built  new  shelves  in  the 
closet.  David  had  it  easy.  He  went 
to  work  and  he  came  home  from 
work.” 

Wages  for  Housework 

“I  filed  suit,”  Cox  told  a 


Washington  (DC)  Post  reporter, 
“■to  regain  financial  remuneration 
for  the  work  that  I  did.  I  worked 
very  hard  for  the  maintenance  of 
our  home  and  our  relationship 
and  I  had  value  there  too.  It  it  had 
been  a  man  and  a  wife  who  were 
married,  she  would  not  have  had 
to  work  to  be  entitled  to  benefits 
when  they  separated.” 

Elwing,  who  claims  to  have 
employed  a  housekeeper,  said, 
“Donnie  [Cox]  can’t  cook  worth 
a  damn.  He  did  the  majority  of 
the  cleaning  because  he  wasn’t 
working.”  Elwing  went  on  to  say, 
“There  was  no  promise  ever  from 
me  to  provide  complete  financial 
support.  I  always  told  him  it 
would  be  a  partnership  and  he  was 
expected  to  work.”  During  the 
time  they  lived  together,  said 
Elwing,  Cox  worked  for  only  six 
months.  Elwing  said  that  Cox 
broke  the  agreement  between 
them  “because  he  would  never 
work.” 

The  Marvin  Case 

Lawyers  for  Elwing  and  Cox 
have  said  that  this  case  is  a  result 
of  the  April  decision  in  a 
California  court,  which  held  that 
actor  Lee  Marvin  must  pay  his 
lover  of  six  years,  Michelle  Triola 
Marvin,  the  sum  of  $104,000  for 
“rehabilitation  purposes.”  The 
actor  had  been  sued  for 
compensation  for  the  six  years 
during  which  Michelle  Triole 


Marvin  had  lived  with  him  as 
“homemaker,  companion,  and 
cook,”  The  judge  in  that  case 
found  that  there  had  been  no 
expressed  or  implied  contract  to 
share  property. 

ACLU 
Works  for 
Gay  Rights 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Dele¬ 
gates  to  the  biennial  national  con¬ 
ference  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  in  Washington 
voted  at  the  final  plenary  session 
on  June  19  to  make  gay  rights  “a 
high  priority  in  litigation, 
education,  and  lobbying,”  and  to 
establish  a  national  gay  rights 
project.  Delegates  from  southern 
California  introduced  the  reso¬ 
lution. 

Due  to  an  insufficient  number 
of  delegates  at  the  session, 
however,  the  resolution  as  passed 
will  be  “advisory”  rather  than 
“binding.”  This  resolution  and 
others  passed  the  same  day  will 
now  go  to  the  national  board  of 
the  ACLU  for  a  vote,  probably  in 
September  of  December.  John 
Shattuck,  director  of  the 
Washington  office  of  the  ACLU, 
told  the  Washington  (DC)  Blade 
that  the  gay  rights  project,  if 
approved  by  the  national  board, 
would  “have  a  high  priority  in 
ACLU  fundraising.”  If  the  board 
approves  the  project,  said  Shat¬ 
tuck,  it  would  begin  as  soon  as 
funding  could  be  obtained  for  it. 

The  text  of  the  resolution  read, 
“ Whereas ,  the  assault  on  the 
fundamental  rights  of  gay  people 
not  only  continues,  but  has 
substantially  increased  recently, 
and;  Whereas,  ACLU  policy  exist¬ 
ing  since  1975  mandates  the  de¬ 
fense  of  civil  liberties  for  gay 
people;  Be  it  therefore  resolved, 
that  a  national  ACLU  gay  rights 
project  be  established  to 
accelerate  the  implementation  of 
existing  policy,  and;  Further  be  it 
resolved,  that  the  National  Board 
instruct  the  national  staff  and 
urge  all  affiliates  to  give  gay  rights 
a  high  priority  in  litigation, 
education,  and  lobbying.” 
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Francie  Wyland,  founder  of  Canada’s  Lesbian  Mothers  Defense 
\Fund,  author  of  Motherhood,  Lesbianism  and  Child  Custody,  and 
I  member  of  the  organization  Wages  for  Housework,  was  recently  in 
I  Boston  to  meet  with  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project.  In  an 
I  interview  with  GCN,  she  talked  about  lesbian  mothers  and  custody 
I  issues,  explained  the  demands  of  wages  for  housework,  and  expressed 
I  her  views  on  coalitions  between  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  her  reaction 
I  to  Body  Politic’s  article  ", Men  Loving  Boys  Loving  Men.  ”  Following 
|  are  excerpts  from  that  interview. 

By  Gia  Berkman 

I GB:  How  did  Canada's  Lesbian  Mother's  Defense  Fund  get  started? 

I  FW:  We  started  formally  a  year  ago  at  the  International  Women’s  Day 
I  Celebration  in  Toronto.  But  we  had  really  started  organizing  around 
[custody  issues  about  three  years  before  that  as  a  group  of  lesbians  from 
1  “Wages  for  Housework.”  We  were  campaigning  to  get  Canada’s  Baby 
Bonus  raised.  This  is  a  small  monthly  sum  that  every  mother  gets,  and  a 
lot  of  mothers  who  depend  on  that  money  are  gay. 

GB:  You  campaigned  openly  as  lesbians? 

FW:  Yes. 

GB:  Did  you  meet  with  a  lot  of  resistance? 

FW:  We  expected  a  lot  of  resistance  and  we  were  pretty  terrified.  I’d 
never  gone  door  to  door  with  a  petition  and  said  “Hello,  I’m  gay.”  We 
concentrated  mostly  in  Toronto’s  public  housing  projects.  We  found 
that  90%  of  the  straight  women  who  answered  the  door  said  “1  don’t 
care  what  you  are  or  who  you  sleep  with,  you  need  more  money  and  so 
do  I.  Where  do  1  sign?”  And  a  large  number  of  women  said  “I’m  a 
lesbian  too.  I  can’t  say  anything  because  if  it  gets  around  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  Children’s  Aid  might  move  in  on  me,  but  I’ll  sign  the  petition  and 
circulate  it.”  The  number  of  women  who  can  be  visibly  lesbian  is  like 
the  tip  of  the  iceberg.  Most  lesbians  are  prevented  from  coming  out 
because  of  being  in  marriages  they  can’t  afford  to  leave  or  because  of 
the  risk  of  losing  custody. 

[  GB:  What  was  the  result  of  that  campaign? 

FW:  We  won.  10,000  signatures  later  the  Baby  Bonus  was  raised. 

GB:  Did  you  organize  the  Defense  Fund  right  after  that  campaign? 

FW:  It  was  the  beginning  of  a  process.  None  of  us  at  that  point  were 
mothers.  As  a  lesbian  group  we  were  just  beginning  to  look  at  the 
importance  of  talking  about  custody.  We  began  to  look  for  ways  to  do 
that  —  interviews  and  articles  in  the  paper,  TV  spots.  As  a  result  of  that 
publicity,  a  lesbian  mother  got  in  touch  with  us  who  was  right  in  the 
middle  of  trying  to  get  her  kids  back  after  they’d  been  with  their  father 
for  four  years.  We  started  collecting  a  lot  of  data  about  other  custody 
fights  in  Canada,  the  U.S.  and  England,  networking  with  other  defense 
funds,  raising  money  to  help  her,  and  looking  for  sympathetic  lawyers. 
We  got  a  lot  of  publicity  about  her  case  without  using  her  name.  Two 
years  later  she  won  unconditional,  unsupervised  custody.  It  started  us 
off  with  an  amazing  victory.  Then,  because  of  that,  other  lesbian 
mothers  started  getting  in  touch  with  us.  So  we  founded  the  defense 
fund  as  a  permanent  resource  for  lesbian  mothers.  We  try  to  publish 
information  about  what  strategies  have  worked  and  what  has  failed.  We 
look  for  all  the  publicity  we  can  get.  • 

GB:  What  kind  of  reception  have  you  gotten  from  straight  media? 

FW:  They’ve  been  amazingly  receptive.  It’s  taken  a  while.  At  first,  the 
radio  and  newspapers  thought  they  were  doing  us  a  favor.  Their  general 
perspective  on  gay  women  was  that  we’re  sick  and  that  lesbian 
mother”  is  a  contradition  in  terms.  But  this  year  the  front  pages  of  the 
family  sections  of  both  the  big  national  newspapers  in  Canada  ran 
articles  about  lesbian  mothers.  We  also  had  national  TV  coverage  and 
radio  shows,  and  coverage  in  the  feminist  press  and  the  gay  press.  Every 
time  that  happens,  even  if  it’s  not  a  great  article,  it  s  publicity  and  as  a 
result  we  get  more  calls  from  people  who  need  some  help.  There  s  such 
an  explosion  these  days.  W’omen  are  not  staying  in  intolerable  marriages 
any  more  or  letting  their  children  go  without  a  fight.  I  think  we  re  one 
of  the  most  exciting  things  happening  for  everybody.  We  re  like  the 
leading  edge  of  everybody’s  fight  for  sexual  freedom 
GB:  At  the  Cambridge  Women’s  Center,  I  meet  once  a  week  with  a 
support  group  of  other  lesbian  mothers,  and  we  also  organize  events 
with  our  kids.  Are  you  doing  anything  like  that? 

FW:  A  big  part  of  what  we  do  is  to  put  the  mothers  in  touch  with  each 
other.  We’re  just  started  a  newsletter.  We  also  have  monthly  get- 
togethers  with  lesbian  mothers,  their  lovers  and  kids,  in  the  cases  where 
they  know,  the  lawyers  who  are  working  with  us,  and  any  women  who 
just  want  to  help  with  the  Fund  in  any  way  they  can,  with  whatever  time 
they’ve  got.  Then  the  ongoing  work  gets  done  by  a  core  of  people  who 

have  more  time.  _ 

GB:  Is  this  core  group  still  mostly  women  without  children. 

FW:  No,  now  there’s  a  core  of  about  a  dozen  mothers  from  all  over 
southern  Ontario.  They’re  really  an  amazing  mix  of  women,  from  age 
50  to  16.  They’re  assembly  line  workers,  women  who’ve  been  married  to 
men  with  lots  of  money,  welfare  mothers,  and  women  from  the  Prosti¬ 
tutes  Organization.  It  means  that  every  step  of  the  way  we  have  to  tailor 
the  work  we  do  to  who  we  are.  Women  who  are  active  in  the  Defense 
Fund  are  unusually  active  in  other  areas  too,  such  as  on  their  jobs  or  in 
tenant  organizations.  We  aim  to  talk  about  the  situation  of  lesbian 
mothers  ...  as  being  an  important  aspect  of  any  fight  that  we  are 

GB:  How  does  the  Wages  for  Housework  campaign  tie  into  that  fight? 

FW-  It  ties  in  in  a  very  organic  way,  because  it’s  hard  to  talk  about 
custody  rights  without  talking  about  the  need  of  women  for  money  to 
afford  to  be  able  to  keep  our  kids  and  bring  them  up  with  a  standard  ot 
living  that  they  deserve. 

GB:  Doesn’t  Canada  already  give  “wages  for  housework  in  its  Baby 
Bonus  program? 

FW:  The  Baby  Bonus  is  close  to  the  structure  that  we  want  because 
every  mother  gets  it.  It’s  once  a  month,  $20.00  per  child.  It’s  only 
pittance,  but  it’s  a  kind  of  recognition  that  it  costs  money  to  raise  kids 

GB:  And  this  is  given  regardless  of  whether  the  woman  is  working 
outside  the  home  or  not? 

FW:  Right,  and  also  whether  she’s  married  or  not,  an  immigrant  or  not 
But  Wages  for  Housework  is  striving  for  a  universal  wage  for  al 
women,  regardless  of  marital  status,  whether  we  have  children  or  not 
just  to  recognize  the  value  of  that  hidden  layer  of  work  that  society 
depends  on.  Women’s  basic  handicap  is  our  poverty. 

GB:  Why  should  a  woman  with  a  paying  job  who  maintains  only  her¬ 
self,  not  a  family,  receive  extra  “wages”  from  the  government? 
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FW:  In  a  sense  what  you’re  saying  is  absolutely  right,  and  the  first 
women  who  will  get  that  money  are  the  mothers.  That  in  itself  will  be  an 
enormous  strength  to  us,  women  without  kids,  because  employers  won’t 
be  able  to  palm  us  off  with  low  wages  any  more.  The  biggest  depressant 
of  our  wages  is  the  fact  that  there  are  women  lining  up  for  the  lowest 
paying  jobs  around  just  to  get  their  hands  on  something.  We  aim  for  a 
universal  wage  just  because  the  differences  in  our  lifestyles  as  women 
are  pretty  circumstantial.  I  live  on  probably  half  the  money  that  a  man 
makes.  A  man  who  works  can  usually  afford  to  eat  in  restaurants  and 
have  his  clothes  cleaned.  Also,  whatever  job  I  get,  I’m  usually  looking 
after  the  people  around  me  —  and  that’s  not  in  my  job  description. 
GB:  Is  this  universal  wage  only  justified  while  there's  such  a  large  gap 
between  the  wages  that  men  and  women  make  on  their  jobs? 

FW:  I  think  it’s  the  best  way  to  attack  that  wage  gap  —  looking  at  where 
it  comes  from.  I  see  wages  for  housework  as  a  step  towards  independ¬ 
ence. 

GB:  Well,  it  may  be  a  step  toward  economic  independence,  but  at  the 
same  time  wouldn’t  it  put  women  in  a  very  dependent  place  in  regard  to 
where  that  money  is  coming  from  —  from  the  government?  In  some 
ways  couldn’t  it  hook  women  up  to  a  greater  dependency  even  if  they 
get  more  financial  freedom? 

FW:  Well,  my  experience  has  been  that  whenever  I  had  more  money  it’s 
meant  more  freedom  for  me,  and  it’s  been  that  way  for  women  I  know. 
Even  though  welfare  is  a  pittance,  not  enough  really  to  live  on,  it’s 
meant  the  possibility  for  a  lot  of  women  to  leave  marriages  they  don’t 
like  .  .  .  and  a  lot  of  those  women  are  gay.  We’re  talking  about  just 
expanding  that  ground  under  our  feet  so  that  we’ve  got  more 
possibilities. 

GB:  But  I  would  think  it  needs  to  be  expanded  in  some  way  that  includes 
autonomy  from  the  government,  because  welfare,  at  least  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  often  just  trades  a  domineering  husband  for  a  domineering  system 
that  tells  you  how  much  money  you  can  spend  and  how  you’re  supposed 
to  spend  it. 

FW:  That’s  true.  Welfare  women  are  talking  a  lot  about  how  they’re 
making  the  same  fight  against  the  state  that  other  women  are  making 
against  their  husbands. 

GB:  In  addition  to  trying  to  get  some  kind  of  universal  wage  for  house¬ 
work,  are  your  efforts  also  directed  at  creating  a  different  kind  of 
system  so  that  there’s  not  all  that  patriarchal  control? 

FW:  Right,  and  we  really  begin  with  welfare.  That’s  every  woman’s 
insurance  policy.  We  want  it  expanded,  with  fewer  controls  on  it.  We’ve 
been  pretty  active  in  the  welfare  movement  in  Canada,  and  we’ve  met  a 
lot  of  lesbian  mothers  that  way. 

GB:  Have  you  also  worked  with  lesbians  without  kids?  Have  you  found 
any  support  from  them? 


FW:  Yes,  more  and  more.  In  the  defense  fund,  as  well  as  a  mix  of 
women  who  have  jobs  and  women  who  are  at  home  full  time,  there  are 
mothers  involved  who  don’t  have  their  kids  with  them  and  also  women 
who  don’t  have  any  kids.  That  kind  of  support  has  been  growing  really 
fast.  I  think  it’s  grown  a  lot  because  the  more  visible  lesbian  mothers  are 
in  the  lesbian  movement,  the  more  childless  women  come  to  face  the 
fact  that  not  having  kids  hasn’t  been  a  free  choice.  We  don’t  want  our 
poverty  to  decide  that  for  us,  or  the  fear  of  the  risk  of  losing  the  kids. 
GB:  Have  you  also  worked  with  gay  men  and  found  any  support  from 
them? 

FW:  We’ve  had  a  bumpy  relationship  with  Canada’s  gay  newspaper,  the 
Body  Politic,  but  we’ve  just  had  a  real  breakthrough.  It’s  supposed  to 
be  for  the  whole  gay  movement  but  women’s  stuff  has  been  under¬ 
represented.  It’s  a  mixed  collective,  but  primarily  men.  A  lot  of  women 
have  been  concerned  for  a  while  that  the  Body  Politic  wasn’t  giving 
enough  coverage  to  women’s  events  and  concerns.  We  couldn’t  just 
ignore  it  because  it  has  such  a  large  circulation.  In  a  lot  of  small  towns 
it's  the  only  thing  that’s  available  so  we  need  it  for  communication. 
When  the  shit  really  hit  the  fan  was  when  the  Body  Politic  published  a 
feature  article  a  year  ago  December  called  “Men  Loving  Boys  Loving 
Men.”  A  lot  of  women  and  also  gay  men  were  concerned  that  it 
appeared  to  be  a  whitewash  of  relationships  between  men  and  boys. 
What  made  it  worse  was  that  it  coincided  with  Anita  Bryant’s  visit  to 
Toronto  and  her  campaign  with  saving  the  children.  Also,  there  had  just 
been  a  murder  of  a  young  Portuguese  immigrant  boy  by  several  gay  men 
who  have  since  been  convicted.  It  was  an  enormous  scandal. 
Immediately  after  the  article  appeared,  the  Body  Politic  offices  were 
raided  by  the  police.  Subscription  lists  and  other  material  were  seized. 
On  the  Defense  Fund,  a  lot  of  mothers  were  outraged  by  the  article 
because  it  seemed  to  ignore  what  we  were  up  against  in  the  courts.  It 
appeared  to  speak  for  the  whole  gay  movement,  about  how  liberating 
and  fulfilling  these  relationships  are,  without  grappling  with  the  fact 
that  too  often,  just  like  with  women,  kids  are  in  a  position  where  they 
can’t  say  no.  So  we  wrote  to  all  the  newspapers  including  the  Body 
Politic  to  say  first  of  all  that  we  absolutely  opposed  the  police  break-in 
and  were  100%  behind  their  fight  for  freedom  of  the  press,  but  that  we 
deplore  the  publication  of  that  article  and  couldn’t  allow  it  to  stand  as 
the  position  of  all  gay  people.  What  we  want  for  the  children  is  what  we 
want  for  ourselves  —  freer  choices. 

GB:  What  was  Body  Politic’s  response? 

FW:  Initially  it  wasn’t  good.  It  was  as  if  we  were  breaking  a  kind  of 
family  pact,  that  we  were  supposed  to  line  up  behind  our  brothers.  That 
was  a  kind  of  blackmail  that  we  couldn’t  accept,  and  we  told  them  in 
many  meetings  that  we  do  support  their  fight  but  they’d  find  a  lot  more 
support  if  they’d  open  their  pages  to  the  whole  spectrum  of  women’s 


opinions  on  this. 

GB:  Then  you  weren’t  asking  them  to  change  their  opinions,  just  to  give 
you  space  to  expres-  "ours? 

FW:  Yes,  so  the  public  could  get  a  whole  picture  of  the  gay  movement. 
Not  that  there  shouldn’t  have  been  an  article  like  that,  but  there  should 
have  been  more  consultation  with  women  before  they  published  it.  A  lot 
of  women  felt  that  men  published  it  but  women  paid  the  price  for  it. 

GB:  In  what  way? 

FW:  Because  there  was  an  amazing  uproar  all  over  Canada  about  that 
article,  linking  homosexuality  with  child  molesting.  It  reinforced  the 
idea  that  gays  shouldn’t  be  with  kids.  And  who  is  it  that’s  with  kids  and 
gets  hurt  by  that?  —  lesbian  day  care  workers,  lesbian  teachers,  and 
lesbian  mothers.  We  asked  Body  Politic  for  an  equal  amount  of  space 
for  women  to  talk  about  the  relationship  betweeen  gays  and  children. 
The  Body  Politic,  in  response,,  is  going  to  give  women  the  whole 
October  issue  of  the  paper. 

GB:  It's  interesting  that  even  with  that  victory,  we’re  still  talking  very 
much  in  terms  of  “asking”  and  being  “given.”  It  seems  very  clear  who 
has  the  control  of  that  paper  —  and  it’s  not  lesbians. 

FW:  That’s  true,  but  I  guess  it’s  no  surprise  to  anybody  that  everything 
lesbians  have  won  in  the  women’s  movement  or  the  gay  movement, 
we’ve  had  to  fight  for. 

GB:  After  this  struggle  with  the  Body  Politic,  do  you  still  feel  as  strongly 
as  you  seemed  to  imply  in  your  pamphlet  “Motherhood,  Lesbianism 
and  Child  Custody,”  that  coalitions  with  gay  and  feminist  groups  do 
not  work  for  lesbians  because  our  needs  get  kept  in  the  background? 

FW:  I  wasn’t  really  aiming  to  say  that  as  much  as  that  we’re  really  up 
against  some  obstacles  in  those  kind  of  coalitions  and  that  our  strengths 
in  those  rights  is  really  to  know  what  we  want  and  to  meet  on  those 
terms  rather  than  “unite  and  fight”  behind  the  men  or  the  straight 
women.  I  think  it  gets  clearer  and  clearer  that  we’ve  got  a  lot  to  offer  the 
gay  men  and  the  straight  women. 

GB:  What  kinds  of  things? 

FW:  Our  numbers,  our  strength.  And  for  the  Body  Politic,  for  example, 
it’s  the  best  possible  answer  to  people  like  Anita  Bryant  when  a  lesbian 
mother  says  “You’re  not  the  only  one  who  cares  about  the  children’s 
future.  My  concern  is  with  my  children.”  I  think  more  and  more 
lesbians  are  saying  “We’ve  got  a  responsibility  to  the  children  that  they 
should  grow  up  with  a  lot  more  freedom  than  we  did.”  This  can’t  be 
said  any  better  than  a  lesbian  mothercansay  it.  It’s  an  enomjpus  power 
that  makes  all  kinds  of  sense  to  people  outside  the  gay  movement.  I 
think  the  men  can  see  what  an  advantage  it  is  for  them  that  there  are 
women  in  the  struggle  with  them  and  that  the  gay  movement  isn’t  just 
men.  We’re  putting  forward  much  more  of  a  totality  of  what  our  lives 
are  like.  It’s  got  to  be  seen  as  a  strength  by  the  gay  men  that  we’ve  found 


a  lot  of  sympathy  and  support  from  straight  women  and  from  people  at 
large. 

GB:  I  wonder  whether  they  do  see  it  that  way.  People  often  seem 
unwilling  to  listen  or  expend  energy  on  anything  that  doesn’t  relate 
specifically  to  their  own  struggles.  How  do  you  feel  about  that? 

FW:  I  think  it’s  definitely  short-sighted  because  it  can’t  but  help  gay 
men  that  lesbians  are  spearheading  this  fight  for  independence  from 
men.  The  more  independent  we  are  as  women,  the  more  sexual  choices 
the  men  have. 

GB:  Have  you  had  other  experiences  working  in  coalitions  with  gay 
men? 

FW:  Two  years  ago  at  the  National  Gay  Rights  Conference,  women, 
with  the  support  of  many  men,  passed  a  resolution  that  no  matter  how 
many  women  were  actually  at  these  national  conferences,  we’d  have 
50%  of  the  voting  power.  This  was  to  acknowledge  that  it’s  harder  for 
women  to  travel,  to  clear  the  time  and  get  the  money,  but  that  we  are 
half  the  gay  movement.  Last  year  there  were  fewer  women  at  the  confer¬ 
ence,  and  the  resolution  was  rescinded  by  a  majority  of  the  men  there. 
The  result  was  that  at  this  year  ’s  conference  there  were  very  few 
women.  I  think  that  in  itself  has  been  a  lesson  for  the  men.  For  their 
own  sake  they  don’t  want  to  be  seen  as  a  movmeent  of  only  gay  men. 
They’re  much  further  ahead  when  we’re  with  them.  Our  business  is  to 
make  sure  that  there’s  a  reason  for  us  to  be  there.  Next  year  I  think 
we’re  going  to  be  able  to  sit  down  with  them  and  figure  out  what  it  is 
that  we  require  if  they  want  us  by  their  side. 

GB:  How  did  you  feel  about  your  meeting  here  with  the  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Parents  Project? 

FW:  I  was  really  excited  about  it.  There  was  a  lesbian  mother  there  who 
had  lost  custody  of  her  kids,  and  it  was  a  good  chance  for  us  to 
exchange  information.  We  need  to  be  networking  like  this  all  the  time 
and  I’m  looking  forward  to  a  lot  more  meetings  like  this.  Anybody  who 
comes  to  Toronto  who  wants  to  look  us  up,  we’d  be  real  glad  to  talk 
with  them.  One  reason  why  were’re  so  anxious  to  find  out  what’s  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  U.S.  is  that  there  are  so  many  more  reported  cases  here  of 
lesbian  mothers  fighting  for  custody.  Even  though  they’re  not  strictly 
applicable  in  Canadian  courts  as  precedents,  it  gives  us  a  whole  different 
sense  of  what’s  possible  than  we  would  have  if  we  were  only  looking  in 
Canada.  It’s  also  a  great  emotional  support  to  know  that  there  are  many 

women  in  the  same  struggle. 

*  *  • 

Anyone  who  wishes  to  contribute  articles  for  the  October  women 's  issue 
of  Body  Politic  should  send  them  to  Francie  Wyland,  c/o  Lesbian 
Defense  Fund,  P.O.  Box  38,  Station  E,  Toronto  M6H  4EI,  Ontario, 
Canada.  Deadline  for  articles  is  August  IS. 


Solemn  Celebration:  - 

Black  Women’s  Poetry  Weekend 


By  Linda  Stein 

The  benefit  poetry  readings  on 
July  6  and  7  were  held  in  support 
of  the  Coalition  for  Women’s 
Safety.  This  Coalition  includes  a 
number  of  grassroots  women’s 
groups  that  have  recently  formed 
to  deal  with  the  insane  violence 
perpetrated  against  women.  These 
predominantly  third  world 
women’s  groups  came  together  as 
the  brutal  murders  of  Boston  area 
black  women  increased  from  one 
to  six  to  the  present  number  of 
twelve  and  one  white  woman.  The 
powerful  weekend  events  were  or¬ 
ganized  by  the  Support  Group  for 
Women’s  Safety  who  plan  to  do 
further  fundraising  events  to 
support  the  work  these  active  Co¬ 
alition  groups  are  doing.  Special 
thanks  go  the  Mercedes  Tompkins 
who  emceed  on  Friday  night,  Kate 
Albrecht  for  production,  and 
Merle  Johnston,  Anita  McF addon 
andCherly  Williams  for  sound. 

Both  evenings  were  solemn  cele¬ 
brations:  a  celebration  of  our 
power  as  women  in  coming 
together,  and  our  strength  in  sur¬ 
viving  in  a  racist,  misogynistic 
world;  solemn  in  that  we  were 
acutely  aware  that  what  had 
brought  us  together  that  weekend 
was  our  victimization,  especially 
that  of  black  and  other  third 
world  women. 

The  solidarity  of  third  world 
women  was  most  apparent  to  me 
on  Friday  night,  when  eight  black 
women  poets  read  their  works  at 
the  Solomon  Carter  Fuller  Center 
in  Boston  to  an  audience  of  over 
200.  Much  of  the  poetry  focused 
on  the  violence  that  black  women 
are  forced  to  live  with.  As  Barbara 
Smith,  a  black  feminist  writer  and 
activist,  said  that  night,  “Violence 
is  always  on  black  women’s 


minds,  with  a  women’s 
movement,  without  a  women’s 
movement.”  Most  of  the  poets 
also  included  one  or  two  celebra¬ 
tory  poems  which  provided  the 
much  needed  perspective  that 
there  is  hope,  there  is  still  joy  to  be 
found,  but  without  ever  forgetting 
the  deep  wounds  and  scars 
implanted  in  women’s  psyches. 

The  evening  began  with  La  Tri- 
ba,  a  women’s  percussive  ensemble 
who  play  with  definite  virtuosity 
and  roused  the  energy  in  the  room 
to  a  high  intensity  the  syncopated 
rhythms  and  flute-like  recorder 
riffs. 

Fahamisha  Shariat  Brown  was 
the  first  to  read,  interpreting  other 
black  women  poets  including  Mari 
Evans,  Pat  Parker  and  Ntozake 
Shange  among  others.  She  spoke 
of  the  blues  as  the  music  of  de¬ 
fiance,  of  “I  am”,  rather  than  of 
resignation.  She  talked  of  violence 
against  women,  and  the  way  it  is 
treated,  suchas  when  the  courts  re¬ 
peatedly  name  the  crime  of  a 
rapiest  and  murderer  of  women  a 
“crime  of  passion.”  To  suggest 
the  healing  energy  that  black 
women  possess,  Brown  read  a 
poem  by  Mari  Evans:  “I  am  a 
Black  woman  .  .  .  tall  as  a 
cypress/  strong  beyond  all  defin¬ 
ition/  still  defying  place  and  time 
and  circumstance/  a  sail 
impervious,  indestructible/  look 
on  me,  and  be  renewed.” 

Beverly  Smith  read  a  detailed 
piece  about  the  many  forms  of 
violent  murder  against  black 
women,  followed  by  Dianna 
Christmas  whose  poems  were 
often  delightful  and  always  sensi¬ 
tive,  such  as  “Dolls  Don’t  Die”,  a 
poem  to  her  daughter  in  which  she 
says,  “.  .  .  come  the  day  you  die/ 
will  you  be  glad  you  came?”  Her 


wry  statements  were  very  effec¬ 
tive,  as  in  “Can’t  Have 
Nothin’  .  .  as  long  as  you’re 
white/it  seems  to  be  cool/ to  be 
black  like  me.” 

Along  with  two  poems,  Barbara 
Smith  shared  some  of  her  journal 
entries  which  revealed  painfully 
concrete  and  insightful  feelings 
that  arose  for  her  and  other 
women  as  the  murders  continued. 
As  a  white  woman,  I  was  particu¬ 
larly  struck  by  her  thoughts  on  the 
problems  and  successes  of  black 
and  white  women  working  to¬ 
gether.  “Trust,  and  follow 
through.  If  white  feminists  ever 
needed  to  have  their  act  together, 
it’s  now.  I  have  faith  in  a  lot  of 
women  because  I  know  their  poli¬ 
tics,  their  commitments.  But  it  has 
all  got  to  be  proven  .  .  .  this  is 
new;  black  and  white,  feminist 
and  non-feminist,  women  have 
never  come  together  to  work  on  a 
women’s  issue  of  racial-sexual 
politics,  at  least  in  this  era.” 

Smith  .also  emphasized  that 
“White  women  are  taking  leader¬ 
ship  from  black  women,  around 
one  of  those  universal  issues  we  as 
black  feminists  have  always  said 
would  pull  in  everyone.” 

Donna  Kate  Rushin’s  reading 
was  definitely  a  highlight  for 
many  women  I’ve  spoken  with. 
Much  of  her  work  elucidates 
Afro-American  women’s  culture 
and  wisdom,  both  ancient  and 
contemporary.  In  one  of  her 
poems  she  talked  of  her  experien¬ 
ces  in  an  African  marketplace, 
where  the  women  were  calling  to 
each  other,  “Iyabo”,  which  is  the 
“spirit  of  the  mother’s  mother 
come  back.”  Back  in  the  States, 
when  white  folks  tell  her  and  her 
sisters  of  the  “realities”  of  politics 
and  economics,  they  recall  their 


African  sisters  and  the  spirit  of 
Iyabo. 

In  “The  Tired  Poem:  Last  Let¬ 
ter  from  a  Typical  Unemployed 
Black  Professional  Woman”, 
Rushin  touched  upon  many 
women’s  experiences  in  angrily 
talking  about  how  black  and  white 
men  treat  black  women  in  parks, 
subways,  and  street;  how  male 
friends”  declare  that  she  just 
doesn’t  know  how  to  cope.  In  this 
poem,  on  a  nice  day  in  the  park, 
she  “almost  forgets  (her)  ‘atti¬ 
tude’  /the  one  your  momma 
taught  you/the  one  that  says, 
‘Don’t  mess  with  me!’  ”,  until 
finally,  after  all  these  ugly  exper¬ 
iences  with  men,  she  releases  her 
anger  and  everyone  things  she’s 
crazy.  She  ended  with  a  sequel  to 
this  last  poem,  which  helped  us  all 
out  of  our  victim  role:  “.  .  .But 
when  we  speak  again,  it  is  without 
apology  or  fear/without  shame 
for  our  power  ...  if  we  free  our 
tongues/our  spirits  will  follow 
.  .  .  we  become  true.” 

Audre  Lorde  read  one  long 
poem  on  Friday  night,  which  she 
read  again  on  Saturday,  entitled 
“Need.”  In  it  she  takes  the  per 
sona  of  a  black  woman  actress 
who  answered  an  ad  in  a  newspa¬ 
per,  and  had  her  life  taken  by  a 
black  male  “director”  who  put  a 
sledgehammer  through  her  skull. 
Lorde  reminds  us  that  this  tragedy 
occurs  again  and  again.  In  this 
poem  she  tenaciously  keeps  to  the 
theme  of  violence  against  black 
women,  and  how  widespread, 
deep  and  pervasive  it  runs  in  this 
world. 

Fawn  Wilkerson  read  a 
beautiful  metaphorical  poem 
written  by  her  brother  titled  “A 
Bass  is  Like  a  Crying 
Grandmother  .  .  .  trying  to  rise 


from  a  treble  clef.”  Yvonne 
Plowers  ended  the  evening.  In 
Black  Goddess  No.  1”  Plowers 
says,  “  .  .  .  now  you  can’t  always 
tell  a  Black  goddess  by  how  she 
looks/she  may  laugh  too  loud,  or 
stand  in  the  middle  of  a  silence 
like  my  grandma  at  the  kitchen 
table,  mixing  cornmeal  and 
egg/Bfit  you  can’t  always  tell  a 
Black  goddess  by  how  she 
cooks/she  may  not  ...  You  can 
tell  a  Black  goddess  sometimes  by 
how  she  moves,  dances  .  .  .  wide¬ 
legged,  feet  planted  apart/giving 
the  space  between  her  legs  a 
breath  of  air.” 

On  Saturday  night,  Audre 
Lorde  and  Adrienne  Rich  drew  an 
audience  which  more  than  filled 
Sanders  Theatre  at  Harvard  Univ¬ 
ersity.  La  Triba  got  us  high  again 
with  their  music  to  start  off  the 
evening. 

The  one  major  criticism  I  have 
of  the  Saturday  night  reading  is 
how  the  structuring  of  time  was 
handled.  The  evening  began  an 
hour  later  than  scheduled,  a 
growing  trend  at  women’s  events 
which  I  think  should  be  stopped. 
After  a  prolonged  intermission 
and  a  long  series  of 
announcements,  Adrienne  Rich 
began  her  reading  at  10pm.  A  sub¬ 
stantial  minority  of  the  audience 
actually  walked  out  in  the  middle 
of  her  reading,  and  some  of  those 
who  remained  felt  drained.  From 
talking  with  many  women  later, 
I’m  sure  this  was  due  to  the  late 
hour.  Because  of  this,  I  don’t 
think  Adrienne  Rich  received  the 
respect  and  attention  her  work 
deserves.  In  the  future  I  hope 
events  will  begin  on  time,  have 
shorter  intermissions  and  perhaps 
a  “resource  table”  where  people 
can  leave  information  on  up- 


Adrienne  Rich 


coming  events,  so  that  announce¬ 
ments  can  be  kept  to  a  minimum. 

Barbara  Smith  began  the  evening 
readings  with  the  journal  entries 
she  had  read  the  night  before, 
which  were  no  less  powerful  for 
me  a  second  time.  Smith’s 
emotional  sharing,  along  with 
Audre  Lorde’s  directness,  helped 
me  to  understand  much  more 
deeply  what  it  must  be  like  for 
black  women  to  live  with  violence, 
especially  black  lesbian  women. 
“.  .  .  At  bottom,  black  feminism 
is  about  keeping  black  women 
from  dying.  [This]  is  made 
frighteningly  real.”  Smith 
continued,  saying  there  are  joyous 
times,  but  “.  .  .  always,  always, 
always  the  tragedy;  the  ... 
irrefutable  and  demonstrated 
knowledge  that  my  black  female 
life  is  worth  nothing;  that  my 
most  appropriate  fate  here,  in 
white  boy  patriarchy,  is  to  be 
beaten  beyond  recognition, 
beyond  recognition.” 

Both  Audre  Lorde  and 


Adrienne  Rich  meet  violence  and 
their  own  fear  and  terror  head  on 
and  “dive  into  the  wreck,”  as 
Rich  has  said.  They  make  me  real¬ 
ize  that  only  then,  through  such 
confrontation,  can  we  come  to  a 
new  and  deeper  source  of  strength 
and  wisdom  within  ourselves  and 
support  this  courage  in  others. 

In  this  same  way,  they  speak  to 
the  writer  in  us.  We  must  write 
from  our  feelings;  not  be  afraid  to 
delve  into  them.  Only  then  will 
our  writing  have  substance  and 
depth.  Form  and  style  will  come; 
we  shouldn’t  get  bogged  down  in 
these  technical  aspects  of  the 
craft,  but  rather  always  respect 
and  write  from  the  heart.  For  me, 
Audre  Lorde’s  and  Adrienne 
Rich’s  works  are  finely  crafted  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  wisdom. 

Audre  Lorde’s  reading  that 
night  centered,  as  she  said,  on 
“women,  the  connections,  the 
places  we  find  ourselves.”  She  al¬ 
ways  read  unabashedly,  whether  it 
was  a  poem  about  violence  against 
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black  women  in  South  Africa,  the 
pains  of  female  childhood  friend¬ 
ship,  or  the  joys  of  lesbian  sexual¬ 
ity. 

In  her  recitation,  Lorde  often 
broke  into  a  rhythm  that  bordered 
on  song,  and  made  me  feel  as  if 
her  words  were  flying  off  the 
page.  It  works  because  her  lines 
pulsate;  their  ebb  and  flow  lend 
themselves  to  song-like  chanting. 
There  are  a  number  of  poets  I  can 
think  of  who  use  this  chanting  in 
their  readings,  but  only  a  few, 
such  as  Audre  Lorde  and  Olga 
Broumas,  can  really  let  the  words 
sing  for  themselves. 

"Pathways”  was  an  unusual 
poem  about  learning  and 
unlearning  oppressive  habits. 
Lorde’s  analogies  for  women’s 
learning  included  her  giving  mean¬ 
ing  to  the  ways  that  small  animals 
learn  to  survive.  A  line  that  was 
repeated  in  the  poem  and 
illuminated  her  message  was  “.  .  . 
Birds  cannot  pee/ and  so  they  shat 
upon  our  heads/while  we  learned 
how  to  bow  out  of  the  presence  of 
kings.” 

In  “To  My  Daughter  —  The 
Junkie  on  a  Train”  Lorde  says, 
“Little  girl,  if  we  are  measured  by 
the  dreams  we  avoid,  then  you  are 
the  nightmare  of  all  sleeping  mo¬ 
thers.”  Yet  as  a  mother  Lorde  is 
“locked  into  [her]  own 
addictions”,  thus  admitting  her 
own  vulnerabilities.  Both  in  this 
poem  and  another  dedicated  to 
her  own  mother,  Lorde  captured 
the  intricate  interplay  of  pain  and 
joy  between  mothers  and 
daughters. 

That  evening  Adrienne  Rich 
included  some  earlier  poems  in  her 
reading  which  were  revealing  not 
only  in  content,  but  also  because 
Continued  on  Page  13 
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It’s  A  New  Daye 

For  The  Sweetheart  Of  Savannah 


Cory  Daye,  the  sweetheart  who 
put  the  Savannah  Band  on  the 
map,  is  now  on  her  own  with 
her  smashing  solo  album  debut 
“Cory  and  Me.” 

Laced  with  sassy  vocal  orig¬ 
inality  and  Class  A  production, 
“Cory  and  Me”  spans  the  rock. 


Produced  by  Sandy  Linzer  bxli  -3408 

) 


“Cory  and  Me” 

Cory  Daye 


Includes:  Pow  Wow  •  Green  Light 
Rainy  Day  Boy  *  Be  Bop  Betty 
Single  Again 


boogie  and  disco  spectrum  with  a 
uniquely  innovative  sound  of 
dance  music  for  the  '80s. 

“Cory  and  Me,”  the  new  album 
from  Cory  Daye  featuring  the 
new  single  “Green  Light.”  Go 
with  it! 


-  — - 


Manufactured  and  Distributed  by  RCA  Records 


Management  and  Direction: 
Tommy  Mottola 
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WATERSHIP  INN 

Spend  your  vacation  in  unique  comfort  and 
Most  rooms  feature  private  and  semi-private 
Free  continental  breakfast.  Women,  too. 
welcome! 

The  inn  is  located  near 
beach.  Provincetown  is  accessible  by 
Boston,  airplane,  and  bus. 


7  Winthrop  Street 


Provincetown.  MA  02657 


(617)487-0094 


MID-SUMMER  MARDIS  GRAS 
WED,  JULY  25th  ;  9PM-MIDNIGHT 
AT  BUDDIES; 733  BOYLSTON  ST  BOSTON 


a  BENEFIT  for  the  BOSTON  GAY 


La  Cage  Aux  Folles 

directed  by  Edouardo  Molirtaro, 
with  Ugo  Tognazzi  and 
Michel  Serrault. 

By  Michael  Bronski 

La  Cage  Aux  Folles  is  a  bright, 
funny  French  farce  that  is  closer 
to  I  Love  Lucy  than  to  the  classic 
Feydeau,  but  suffers  not  a  bit.  All 
of  the  usual  farce  elements  are 
there:  the  old  Charlie’s  Aunt  drag 
routines,  the  poking  fun  at  the  pe¬ 
tit  bourgeois  moral  pretentions, 
the  wrong  guest  arriving  at  the 
wrong  moment,  and  the  extra¬ 
ordinarily  complicated  plot 
culminating  in  the  success  of  the 
young  lovers.  The  difference  in 
this  seventies  version  is  that  the 
major  characters  —  the  fairy  god¬ 
mothers,  so  to  speak,  (since  like 
Dolly  Levi  and  the  whole  fairy  tale 
tradition  their  main  function  is  to 
rearrange  reality  to  suit  the  needs 
of  young  love)  are  two  gay  men, 
lovers  of  twenty  years. 

Renato  Baldi  (Ugo  Tognazzi)  is 
part  owner  of  La  Cage  Aux  Folles 
—  a  drag  nightclub  in  Saint  Tro- 
pex  —  along  with  his  lover 
Albin  ,  who  is  also  the  featured 
star,  performing  under  the  name 
of  Zaza  (Michel  Serrault).  Renato 
has  always  been  faithful  to  his 
lover,  with  the  small  exception  of 
an  hour  and  a  halfs  fling  with  a 
young  woman  twenty  years  ago. 
The  issue  of  this  affair  is  a  twenty 
year  old  son  Laurent,  who'  has 
been  brought  up  by  the  two  men 
and  has  now  decided  to  get  mar¬ 
ried. 

In  the  typical  reversals  that  run 
through  the  film,  both  Renato  and 
Albini  react  with  standard 
“mother  loosing  her  son  to 
another  woman”  routines.  But 
these  problems  are  nothing 
compared  to  the  fact  that  Laurent 
is  in  love  with  the  daughter  of  the 
Minister  of  the  Union  for  moral 
order.  The  obvious  problems 
ensue  and  despite  all  attempts  to 
present  a  normal,  heterosexual 
home  life  (which  means  getting  rid 
of  all  the  frou  frou  decorations, 
the  naked  Greek  statuary,  the 
wigs,  makeup,  and  Albini/Zaza 
himself)  everything,  of  course, 
goes  wrong. 

Although  La  Cage  A  ux  Folles  is 
consistently  funny,  it  has  the  feel¬ 
ing  of  being  quickly  and  hurriedly 
written  —  sort  of  like  TV.  Its  pre¬ 


mises  are  perfectly  fine,  and  the 
jokes  click  like  clockwork,  but  a 
little  more  detail,  more  emotional 
grounding  for  the  characters 
would  have  brought  the  film  more 
depth  and  humor.  The  rivalry 
between  Albin  and  Laurent’s 
mother  is  a  running  joke.butif  we 
knew  a  bit  more  about  how  each 
of  them  felt  beneath  the  joke  it 
would  mean  more  to  us.  The  same 
is  true  of  Laurent’s  insistence  that 
his  father  play  it  straight  for  his  fi¬ 
ance’s  parents.  Renato  is  obvious¬ 
ly  hurt  and  Laurent  is  obviously 
being  callous.  This  dynamic  is  not 
emphasized,  but  almost  lost  in  the 
jokes  surrounding  it. 

Perhaps  this  lack  of  depth  is  no¬ 
ticeable  because  of  the 
performances  of  Ugo  Tognazzi 
and  Michel  Serrault  as  Renato  and 
Alban.  While  Laurent  and  his  fi¬ 
ance  are  stock  figures  of  young 
love,  and  her  parents  are  laugh¬ 
able  repressed  puritans,  Renato 
and  Alban  are  real  people.  When 
the  Minister  of  the  Union  for 
Moral  Order  is  humiliated  we  can 
laugh,  but  when  Laurent  hurts  his 
father  we  feel  for  him  —  more  be¬ 
cause  of  Tognazzi’s  performance 
than  because  of  anything  that  is  in 
the  script. 

The  marvel  of  Tognazzi  and 
Serrault’s  performances  is  that 
they  play  the  stereotypes  to  the 
hilt,  all  the  while  managing  to 
bring  the  real  people  to  the  sur¬ 
face.  They  are  effective  because 
they  can  show  how  superficial  the 
stereotypical  actions  are.  In 
perhaps  the  film’s  funniest  scene, 
Renato  tries  to  show  Albin  the 
“manly”  way  to  butter  and  eat 
toast.  The  harder  he  tries  to 
change  the  more  ludicrous  his  mo¬ 
tions  and  the  situation  become. 
The  replacement  of  one  set  of 
stereotyped  images  with  another  is 
no  solution. 

Gay  people  have  been  treated 
miserably  by  the  media  for  so  long 
that  suspicion  is  generally  in  or¬ 
der.  But  it  is  possible  for  political 
zeal  to  go  the  other  extreme  and  to 
deny  the  ways  that  gay  people 
have  acted  in  the  past.  Several 
years  ago,  NGTF  wanted  to  boy¬ 
cott  John  Hurt’s  wonderful, 
moving  performance  in  The 
Naked  Civil  Servant  on  the 
grounds  that  he  was  too  effemin¬ 
ate.  Tognazzi  and  Serrault  play 
fifty  year  old  nelly  queens  with 


verve,  understanding,  and  charm. 
They  are  not  entirely  likeable  — 
Albin’s  pouting  and  Renato’s  mis- 
ogynistic  remarks  give  the  charac¬ 
ters  a  grating  edge  —  but  they  are 
real  people.  How  many  movies 
show  older  gay  couples  who  have 
been  together  for  twenty  years? 

There  has  been  a  trend  —  and 
perhaps  understandably  so  —  to 
present  “serious”  homosexual 
dramas,  especially  on  TV  movies. 
A  Question  of  Love  (the  Mary  Jo 
Richter  story)  and  U.S.  Air  Force 
vs  Sergeant  Matlovitch  have 
probed  civil  rights  questions,  and 
shown  gay  people  as  morally 
righteous  and  upstanding.  There 
are  several  more  such  dramas  on 
their  way  —  two  TV  shows  based 
on  the  life  of  Monty  Clift  are 
scheduled  for  next  season  —  that 
will  show  gay  people  as 
unfortunate  victims  of  society’s 
homophobia.  There  is  nothing 
wrong  with  these  —  anything  is 
better  than  what  we’ve  had  —  but 
films  like  La  Cage  A  ux  Folles  (and 
Fassbinder’s  Fox  and  his  Friends) 
are  a  welcome  and  necessary 
counter-balance. 

When  gay  filmmaker  Artie 
Bressan  submitted  his 
documentary  Gay  USA  to  the 
Pacifica  Film  Archives  in  Berkeley 
he  was  told  that  it  would  not  be 
accepted  because  it  was  sexist. 
When  he  inquired  further,  they 
told  him  that  there  were  too  many 
smiling  faces  in  the  film  (it  is 
about  gay  pride  marches)  and  it 
did  not  show,  properly,  the  op- 
ression  of  gay  people.  The  inci¬ 
dent  is  somewhat  reminiscent  of 
Ayn  Rand’s  testimony  at  an  early 
fifties  HUAC  hearing.  She  was 
complaining  about  a  Hollywood 
film  —  Song  of  Russia  —  dealing 
with  pre-war  Russia  and  stated 
that  the  main  problem  was  that 
the  people  in  the  film  smiled. 
When  questioned  further  she  said 
that  the  Russian  people  might 
smile  accidently,  but  never  so¬ 
cially. 

La  Cage  Aux  Folles  smiles  a  lot. 
It’s  nice  to  see  gay  comedy  that 
lacks  the  condescension  of  some¬ 
thing  like  The  Ritz  or  the  tackiness 
of Norman,  Is  That  You?  The 
summer’s  films  were  beginning  to 
look  like  a  dreary  lot,  but  La  Cage 
Aux  Folles  is  a  bright,  funny, 
human  spot  of  comedy. 
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Further  Reflections 
on  Houston 


By  Lee  Stone 

If  a  single  phrase  could  sum  up 
our  performance  as  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  people  at  the  Houston  Con¬ 
ference  for  the  March  on  Wash¬ 
ington,  I  would  choose  Bertolt 
Brecht’s  .  .  .“We  who  wished  to 
create  the  most  kind  of  times, 
could  not  ourselves  be  kind.” 
While  unanimity  was  finally 
achieved,  and  march  plans  move 
forward  in  every  state  and  region, 
it  is  healthy  to  revisit  some  of  the 
conflict  involved  in  reaching  the 
final  unity  necessary  to  mobilize 
our  community  on  a  national  bas¬ 
is.  For  Houston  became  a  place 
where  we  could  not  be  kind  .  .  . 
even  to  ourselves. 

The  Massachusetts  Delegation 
arrived  after  two  months  of 
working  together  as  a  collective 
unit,  imbued  with  the  collective 
and  progressive  spirit  of  our  elec¬ 
tors.  We  had  no  illusions  that  the 
Massachusetts  proposals  for  extra 
demands  would  pass  the  full  body 
of  the  conference.  We  did,  how¬ 
ever,  hope  for  an  open  forum  at 
which  to  present  the  concerns  of 
lesbians  and  gays  active  in  this 
state.  Our  delegation  was  alive 
with  the  joy  of  sharing  and  afire 
with  the  concerns  of  every  element 
within  our  community. 

The  men  on  the  Massachusetts 
delegation,  Eric  Rofes,  I  and 
Mondo  Gaitan,  an  elected 
Chicano  alternate,  and  moreover, 
a  friend,  decided  to  split  our  two 
votes  three  ways  in  our  under  re¬ 
presented  region.  I  pledged  to  de¬ 
fer  my  right  of  discussion  and  vote 
to  Mondo  on  any  issue,  especially 
those  issues  of  concern  to  the  third 
world  participants.  Such  was  our 
naivete;  we  saw  ourselves  as  three 
men  sharing  privilege  in  an  act  of 
anti-power,  working  together  to 
represent  the  varied  feelings  of  the 
constituency  that  elected  us.  We 
also  felt  that  our  action  was  in 
keeping  with  the  20%  third  world 
guidelines  passed  by  the  February 
Philadelphia  conference  which  be¬ 
gan  the  organizing  for  the  March. 

When  we  arrived  on  Thursday 
at  the  conference  planning 
sessions  the  air  was  thick  with  the 
signs  of  contention.  All  I  heard 
was,  “This  fight  is  coming  up,” 
or  “That  fight  will  be  a  beauty.” 
People  were  psyching  themselves 
up  for  battle,  rather  than  settling 
in  to  arrive  at  the  compromises 
necessary  to  build  a  broad-based 
coalition.  Rules  of  parliamentary 
procedure  were  callously  exploited 
by  those  most  familiar  with  them 
in  the  first  meeting  and  policy 
steamrolled  over  people’s  needs 
throughout  the  conference.  While 
some  form  of  organization  is  nec¬ 
essary,  rules  should  be  used  spar¬ 
ingly  and  judiciously  in  a  confer¬ 
ence  involved  not  just  with  poli¬ 
tics,  but  with  basic  human 
concerns.  If  carried  out  to  the  let¬ 
ter,  the  rules  themselves  can  be¬ 
come  obstructionist  and,  by  their 
very  nature,  they  become  cold 
print  on  a  page. 

At  the  first  conference  meeting, 
the  larger  group  split  into  two 
smaller  units.  The  agenda  group 
took  deep  breaths  and  breezed 
through  much  of  our  business  by 
consensus.  One  sister,  a  lesbian 
named  Rita,  admonished  us  to 
proceed  with  a  positive  attitude 
and  harmony  of  ideals.  1  warmed 
to  the  thought,  and  to  the  silver  in 
her  hair,  which  had  come  from 
years  of  knowledge.  We  left  that 
evening  with  hope. 

On  Friday  evening  the  Massa¬ 
chusetts  delegation  faced  a  cre¬ 
dentials  seating  challenge  that 
took  us  by  surprise.  The  creden¬ 


tials  committee  offered  us  two  al¬ 
ternatives:  to  give  up  a  vote,  or  to 
give  Mondo  a  “full”  vote  and  ex¬ 
clude  our  fifth  person  from  any¬ 
thing  but  token  participation.  We 
as  a  group  rejected  these  choices 
as  negation  of  our  state’s  electoral 
process,  at  which  participation  by 
women  and  third  world  people 
was  evident.  More  painful  than 
the  challenge  to  us  as  a  political 
unit  was  the  uninformed,  vitu¬ 
perative,  macho  nature  of  the  at¬ 
tacks  against  us  personally.  The 
attackers  condemned  us  out-of¬ 
hand  as  racists,  refusing  to  under¬ 
stand  our  unit’s  collectivism,  and 
manipulating  the  conference  par¬ 
ticipants  by  liberal  guilt  tripping 
to  exclude  us  .  .  .  Well,  it  was  a  bit 
too  much.  We  were  angry,  con¬ 
fused  and  some  of  us  rendered 
physically  sick  by  this  abuse,  so 
we  left  the  meeting  hall  and  the 
campus  to  caucus.  After  many 
tears  and  holding  each  other  and 
discussion  we  returned  to  the  fray 
without  our  delegate  badges,  and 
demanded  the  body  find  a  solu¬ 
tion,  as  we  were  secure  as  sisters 
and  brothers  and  confident  that 
we  represented  the  broadest  spec¬ 
trum  of  thought  in  our  state.  Fin¬ 
ally  a  brother  Ron,  from  the 
northeast  region,  proposed  a  sol¬ 
ution  where  we  would  be  given  an 
extra  vote  from  our  neighbor 
state,  Rhode  Island  which  was 
under-represented.  This  was 
finally  approved  the  next 
morning.  So  Massachusetts  and 
the  Northeast  gained  a  vote.  But 
only  after  such  wasted  time,  such 
intemperance  and  inability  to  lis¬ 
ten  on  the  part  of  our  detractors! 
I  have  now  come  to  ser¬ 

iously  question  the  value  of  re¬ 
quired  percentages  rather  than  di¬ 
rective  guidelines,  especially  since 
the  all  white  Hawaiian  delegation 
was  seated  without  question.  In 
that  light,  the  challenge  to  us 
seems  tokenist,  especially  since  it 
was  later  ascertained  that  there 
was  36%  representation  of  third 
world  people.  Other  delegations 
were  challenged  and  they  too  were 
able  to  settle  the  issues  the  next 
day,  but  at  the  expense  of  ever- 
dwindling  time. 

After  being  drained  by  the  first 
challenge,  the  second  became  even 
more  unkind.  There  was  a  laud¬ 
able  motion  to  have  third  world 
women  lead  the  march,  though  I 
now  question  the  need  for  any 
separatism  in  a  march  of  lesbian 
and  gay  unity.  A  brother  from  the 
Washington  DC  national  office 
wished  to  amend  the  motion  to 
allow  the  handicapped,  the  elder¬ 
ly,  and  women  or  men  with 
children  to  set  the  pace  of  the 
march.  Before  he  could  even 
frame  his  logic  in  words,  he  was 
shouted  down  by  screams  and  cat¬ 
calls.  It  came  from  those  most 
protective  of  lesbian  separatism. 
One  woman  called  it  a  plot  and  a 
male  maneuver,  when,  in  truth,  I 
felt  it  was  only  a  humane  request. 
Would  it  have  been  more  readily 
received  if  a  woman  brought  it 
up?  I  think  not,  as  a  woman  sup¬ 
porting  the  amendment  was  also 
shouted  down.  The  amendment 
was  passed  later  that  day  or  the 
next  morning.  But  the  stridency 
and  venomous  tongues  of  those 
fixed  minds  was  hard  to  get  over. 
The  conflict  left  a  bitter  taste  in 
the  mouths  of  many.  The  inability 
of  folks  to  listen  and  perceive 
ruled  again. 

The  next  day  saw  Roberts  Rules 
of  Order  manipulated  to  end  the 
discussion  of  proposals  for  dif¬ 
ferent  march  demands  from  state 
delegations  mandated  to  at  least 


discuss  them.  Although  the  full 
body  voted  for  an  hour  and  a  half 
of  discussion,  the  maneuvering  of 
certain  groups  cut  this  off.  The 
co-chairs  of  the  meeting  were  not 
to  blame,  just  the  simple  rudeness 
of  those  who  were  not  there  to  lis¬ 
ten  and  perceive;  intransigence 
and  ignorance  ruled  through  in¬ 
flexible  policy. 

The  last  of  the  major  confron¬ 
tations  (I  have  excluded  so  many 
others)  was  over  the  issue  of 
transpeople.  Gender  brothers 
Phyllis  and  Lester  and  a  pre-oper¬ 
ative  female-to-male  transsexual 
spoke  movingly  and  presented  a 
motion,  logical  by  their  terms,  to 
have  the  word  transpeople 
included  in  the  demands  and  all 
future  literature,  and  to  involve 
transpeople  in  the  organizing 
process. 

Some  women  at  the  conference, 
not  all  of  separatist  leaning,  ob¬ 
jected  to  this  motion.  They  argued 
that  transgender,  transvestite  and 
transsexual  people  are  not  neces¬ 
sarily  lesbian  and  gay.  The  count¬ 
er-argument  was  that  to  straight 
society,  they  were.  Threatened 
walkouts,  caustic  comments  and 
sheer  contention  prevailed.  After 
caucusing,  I  felt  a  median  way 
could  be  reached.  So,  with  the 
support  of  the  Massachusetts  dele¬ 
gation,  I  tried  to  have  the  term 
gay/lesbian  transpeople  included 
in  future  literature  and  organizing 
efforts,  but  to  leave  the  five  de¬ 
mands  as  they  were.  I  was,  like 
everyone  else,  frazzled  from  lack 
of  sleep.  I  could  barely  verbalize 
the  amendment  correctly  so  a  sis¬ 
ter  asked  me  to  yield  and 
presented  the  thoughts  with  more 
clarity.  It  was  passed  but  in  the 
process  many  tears  were  shed  and 
much  acrimony  filled  the  air.  It 
took  a  while  for  people  to  be  able 
to  breath  a  sigh  of  relief. 

We  found  that  on  some  issues, 
the  broader  and  more  generalized 
ones,  agreement  was  reached  with 
more  ease.  A  tenuous  unity  was 
achieved  only  because  a 
substantial  number  of  us  came  not 
to  challenge,  but  to  present,  not  to 
be  negative,  but  to  work  for  a  pos¬ 
itive  and:  a  national  march  for  les¬ 
bian  women  and  gay  men  to  create 
visibility,  unity  and  perspective, 
and  to  celebrate  our  queerness.  I 
was  told  countless  times  how 
much  better  the  Houston  confer¬ 
ence  was  than  the  one  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  I  responded  then,  and  do  to¬ 
day,  that  we  had  better  make  the 
next  time  we  meet  after  the  march, 
to  expand  the  network  the  march 
creates,  even  better  than  Houston. 

I  do  not  write  this  piece  in  “a 
sour  grapes  funk”,  for  I  feel  our 
state  can  generally  be  happy  with 
the  thrust  of  the  conference. 
Houston  itself  must  be  given  re¬ 
spect  as  the  first  broad  participa¬ 
tory  lesbian  and  gay  conference  of 
its  kind.  Accolades  must  go  to  our 
hosts  who  were  pleasant,  hospi¬ 
table  and,  above  all,  made  our 
stay  bearable.  If  we,  as  a  unified 
movement,  are  to  “take  on”  the 
burgeoning  right  wing  nationally 
and  stop  the  Bryants  and  the 
Briggs  in  their  tracks,  we  have  to 
bury  fixed  positions,  confronta- 
tive  rhetoric,  and  separatism 
along  with  power  politics,  or  we, 
in  turn,  will  be  buried.  If  I  may 
alter  Brecht,  I  would  like  to  say: 
“We  who  wish  to  create  the  most 
kind  of  times,  must  to  ourselves 
be  kind.  Then  will  we  raise  the 
cry,  “On  to  Washington!”  with  a 
more  perfect  clarity,  and  a  more 
lasting  unity. 
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Poetry 


Continued  from  Page  9 
they  foreshadowed  a  pervasive 
and  collectivefepiinist  conscious  - 
ness. 

In  “Natural  Resources”  Rich 
spoke  of  the  weight  women  bear 
with  “the  patriots  fist  .  .  .  at  her 
throat/her  voice  is  in  mortal 
danger/and  that  kind  of  being  has 
lain  in  our  beds/declaring  itself 
our  desire/requiring  women’s 
blood  for  life/  a  woman’s  breast 
to  lay  its  nightmare  on.”  We  have 
searched  for  the  “brother”,  who 
isn’t  the  rapist,  who  has  “natural 
resources  equal  to  our  own”,  and 
have  mistaken  men’s  “passivity” 
for  “gentleness”.  She  is  “tired  of 
faintheartedness/their  having  to 
be  exceptional/to  do  what  an 
ordinary  woman/does  in  the 
course  of  things.” 

“Hunger”  was  dedicated  to 
Audre  Lorde,  and  in  this  poem 
Rich  mindstretches  herself  to  her 
sisters  in  Africa.  A  “black  lesbian 
.  .  .  white  prostitute  ...  a  woman 
genius”,  a  mother,  are  all  “.  .  . 
blunted  by  malnutrition/yet 
sharpened  by  the  passion  for 
survival.”  And  she  comes  face  to 
face  with  fear:  “.  .  .  even  our  inti¬ 
macies  are  rigged  with  terror  .  .  . 
We  shrink  from  touching/our 
power  .  .  .  we’re  scared 
shitless/of  what  it  could  be  to  take 
and  use  our  love  - .  And  in 
making  the  connections  of 
deprivation  and  starvation 
between  the  Western  and  African 
women,  she  concludes  “.  .  .  until 
we  find  each  other,  we  are  alone.” 

“The  Images”,  a  new  poem  of 
Adrienne  Rich’s,  floods  us  with 
many  contrasting  impressions:  the 
violent  images  of  pornography 
and  the  decay  of  the  city;  statues 
of  Cretan  women  that  portray 
power,  dignity  and  grace;  a  young 
woman  artist  who  destroyed  many 
of  her  own  works  on  female 
imagery  because  her  “master 
sneered  at  them.”  Reminding  us 
of  the  war  waged  by  patriarchy  a- 


gainst  women,  Rich  warns,  "Two 
women  sleeping  together  have 
more  than  their  sleep  to  defend.” 
And  to  the  art  lover  in  all  of  us, 
"...  I  can  never  romanticize  lan¬ 
guage  again  [or  any  other  art  form 
she  says  later],  never  deny  its 
power  for  disguise,  for  mystifica¬ 
tion.” 

Rich  read  sections  of  a  beautiful 
long  poem  called  “Shooting 
Script”.  She  said  it  was  about 
pulling  oneself  out  of  a  situation 
and  about  transformation.  More 
specifically,  to  me  it  signified  a 
coming-out  poem:  “Now  to  give 
up  the  temptations  of  the  project¬ 
or;  to  see  instead  the  web  of 
cracks  filtering  across  the  plaster 
...  To  pull  yourself  up  by  your 
own  roots;  to  eat  the  last  meal  in 
your  old  neighborhood.” 

Audre  Lorde  read  one  more 
poem  after  Adrienne  Rich’s 
reading,  entitled  “Need”  which  I 
have  already  talked  about  briefly 
as  she  read  it  also  on  Friday  night. 
One  important  service  she  provided 
in  ending  Saturday  evening  with 
this  work  was  that  of  instilling  in 
us  once  again  the  main  reason  why 
that  evening  had  taken  place. 
Hearing  this  graphic  piece  about 
violence  against  black  women 
twice  in  two  days  left  me  feeling 
unnerved,  and  I  sensed  many 
others  in  the  audience  that  evening 
were  also  squirming.  It  was  late, 
the  evening  had  been  a  long  one. 
But  I  am  convinced  that  part  of 
the  audience’s  discomfort  was  in 
being  forced  to  confront  very  per¬ 
sonally  what  this  violence  means: 

1 

“Dead  black  women  haunt  the 
black-mailed  city  streets,  paying 
the  city’s  secret  and  familiar  tithe 
of  blood  .  .  .  This  bloody  war  .  .  . 
no  medals  ...  no  time  off  for 
good  behavior,  no  victories,  no 
victors,  only  us  .  .  .  kept  afraid  to 
speak  up  or  out,  lest  our  tongues 
be  slit  for  the  witches  we  are;  our 
chest  crushed  ...  by  the  foot  of  a 
brawny  acquaintance  .  .  .  And 
what  do  you  need  me  for,  brother? 
To  move  for  you,  feel  for  you,  die 
for  you?  .  .  .You  touch  me  and  I 
die  in  the  alleys  of  Boston  with  a 
lacerated  liver  ...  a  hammered-in 
skull  in  Detroit,  a  ceremonial  knife 


ripped  through  my  grandmother’s 
used  vagina  .  .  .  And  our  enemies 
still  sit  in  power  and  judgement 
.  .  .  Was  there  no  place  left  to  dig 
for  your  manhood  except  in  my 
brain?  ...  1  am  weary  of  need  that 
tastes  like  destruction  .  .  .” 

Lorde’s  poem,  of  which  this  is 
only  a  small  excerpt,  is  such  a 
painful  depiction  of  violence  that 
it  was  difficult  to  hear.  But  I  deep¬ 
ly  appreciate  .  Audre  Lorde’s 
relentlessness,  and  both  her  and 
Adrienne  Rich’s  courage  to 
explore  and  challenge  the  bitter 
violence  and  racism  that  permeate 
our  culture  and  have  seeped  into 
our  psyches  in  the  form  of  terror. 
Their  struggling  gives  myself  and 
many  other  women  the  strength  to 
continue  our  own  necessary 
struggles,  to  keep  on  confronting 
racism  and  violence  against 
women  and  not  become  numb  to 
it:“.  .  .  How  much  of  this  truth 
can  I  bear  to  see  and  still  live  un¬ 
blinded?  How  much  of  this  pain 
can  I  use?”  (Audre  Lorde).  We 
need  to  put  into  action  the 
connections  between  Third  World 
women  and  white  women  that  we 
know  are  crucial  to  all  our  surviv¬ 
al:  “It  is  a  complex  and  deeply 
necessary  process  whereby  we 
must  come  to  understand  how 
racial  and  sexual  violence  are 
intermeshed  .  .  .  how  the  deaths 
of  twelve  black  women  at  one  time 
and  place  can  be  dismissed  as  un¬ 
important  .  .  .  No  woman’s  life  is 
intact  or  protected  .  .  .  marital 
rape,  woman  beating,  sexual 
harassment  on  the  job,  the  bleak, 
brutal  messages  of  pornography 
know  not  a  class  nor  color  lines 
...  the  depth  and  pervasiveness 
of  woman  hating;  the  normality 
of  sexual  violence  that  pervades 
image,  language  and  act  in  this 
culture  of  male  power:  all  of  us 
are  potential  objects  of  this 
hatred.”  (Adrienne  Rich). 

Women  must  maintain  the  hope 
that  we  will  not  be  overwhelmed 
by  our  fear  and  powerlessness 
and,  as  Adrienne  Rich  said,  we 
must  “[create]  the  terms  of  our 
survival,  fusing  our  different 
kinds  of  knowledge  and  power.” 


Liberation  for  Sale 


By  Tommi  A  vicolli 

Underwear  is  definitely  in.  Just 
check  the  pages  of  any  gay  male 
magazine  (or  After  Dark,  for  that 
matter).  You  have  your  choice  of 
leather,  terry,  zip  front,  thong, 
wet  loq)c,  sheer,  see-through, 
mesh,  brightly  colored,  x-rated, 
fishskin,  and  initialed.  I  can’t 
imagine  where  these  companies 
got  the  idea  that  gay  men  are  into 
underwear!  But  surely,  10,000 
underwear  companies  can’t  be 
wrong,  can  they? 

Ours  is  a  consumer  culture. 
Barely  has  a  product  hit  the 
market  than  three  other  similar 
products  claiming  to  be  bigger, 
better  and  bolder  also  begin  the 
task  of  convincing  us  that  our 
lives  are  empty  without  them. 

It  seems  that  now  everyone  is 
trying  to  sell  me  what  has  been 
missing  from  my  life.  For  years  I 
was  under  the  illusion  that 
ordinary  K-Y  or  vaseline  (even 
cooking  oil  in  an  emergency)  was 
enough.  Not  so.  Now  it’s  been  re¬ 
vealed  that  I  need  the  sensual 
body  lubricant.”  Plain  old  sex  is 
out,  too.  How  could  I  have  been 
so  misinformed?!  One  cannot 
possibly  engage  in  any  type  of 
male  homosexual  activity  without 
edible  underwear,  “pleasant  tast¬ 
ing  lubricants,”  amyl  nitrates, 
accu-jack  machines,  or  assorted 
leather  toys.  How  did  I  ever  man¬ 
age  to  pick  up  guys,  I  wonder, 
without  my  coded  handkerchief? 
Did  I  really  survive  without 
facials.  King  Tut  wrist  watches, 
body  building,  hair  stylists,  a  gay 
Bob  doll,  a  penis  enlarger,  see- 
through  aprons,  penis-shaped  pil¬ 


lows,  and  hair  replacement  cen¬ 
ters? 

I’m  not  against  the  above  pro¬ 
ducts.  I’m  not  offended  by  the 
sexual  openness  of  x-rated 
teeshirts  or  masturbating 
figurines.  Prudishness  is  not  the 
issue  here.  The  issue  is  that  my 
sexuality,  and  my  lifestyle  are  be¬ 
coming  commodities  to  be  sold  in 
pieces  to  the  highest  bidders. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
none  of  these  products  has  con¬ 
tributed  to  a  greater  under¬ 
standing  or  acceptance  of  our  sex¬ 
uality  and  its  complexity.  In  the 
long  run,  they  only  reduce  it  to 
banal  slogans  —  much  the  same 
way  Broadway  reduced  the  coun¬ 
terculture  of  the  sixties  to  hack¬ 
neyed  cliches  in  Hair .  What  we 
need  more  than  ever  is  a  total 
examination  of  our  sexuality  and 
a  realization  that  it’s  a  beautiful, 
natural,  healthy  expression  of  our 
total  beings. 

The  importance  of  the  gay 
struggle  in  these  last  ten  years  has 
been  the  challenge  it’s  made  to  the 
traditional  sexual  classifications 
system.  There  is  always  a  danger 
in  a  capitalist  society  of  a  libera¬ 
tion  struggle  being  co-opted  by 
Madison  Avenue.  You  knew 
something  was  wrong  when  Madi¬ 
son  Avenue  decided  to  use  a  slo¬ 
gan  about  liberation  —  “You’ve 
come  a  long  way,  baby”  —  for  a 
cigarette  promotion.  One  perfume 
company  extolls  the  working 
woman  who  still  has  time  to  satis¬ 
fy  her  man’s  desires  for  a  sexy 
date.  This  type  of  co-optation  has 
confused,  in  the  public’s  mind, 


the  real  issues  of  the  women’s 
struggle. 

To  a  great  extent,  the  rising  tide 
of  gay-oriented  products  is  doing 
the  same  thing  —  co-opting  the 
movement.  They  cash  in  on  an 
audience  which  ten  years  of  our 
struggle  have  created.  These 
products  and  the  fact  that  they 
were  designed  for  gay  people 
create  the  illusion  that  everything 
is  fine  now,  and  oppression  a 
thing  of  the  past.  Will  consumer¬ 
ism  feed  a  gay  middle  class  that, 
like  other  minority  middle  classes, 
will  turn  their  backs  on  the  poor 
and  the  less  acceptable  gays? 

In  its  most  basic  form,  con¬ 
sumerism  asks  us  not  to  examine 
our  needs  and  desires,  but  to  give 
in  blindly  to  every  whim. 

Consumerism  is  the  price  we 
pay  for  being  accepted  into  the 
mainstream,  for  being  a  part  of  a 
system  that  thrives  on  being  able 
to  raise  the  price  of  last  week’s 
miracle  laundry  detergent  by  put¬ 
ting  a  label  on  it  that  says,  “new, 
improved  formula.”  I  m 
reminded  of  the  character  in  the 
Dory  Previn  song,  “Coldwater 
Canyon”  who  can’t  relate  sexual¬ 
ly  to  the  woman  he’s  just  picked 
up  unless  he  has  his  cannister  of 
amyl  nitrate  up  his  nose,  his  stereo 
blaring,  the  TV  going,  a  water  bed 
with  a  vibrating  pillow  and  var¬ 
ious  other  devices  designed  for 
“heightening”  the  experience. 
Like  those  hapless  souls  in  Mary 
Hartman,  Mary  Hartman  a  few 
years  ago,  ours  is  becoming  a 
fashion  conscious  world  of 
product  addiction. 


GREEN  LEAF 
FLORISTS 


\OTJt  ST  i  n.  i\T  STOUT 


Flown-  \\  i in l 

TELEPHONE:  247  3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END.  BOSTON 


Spinazolla  says: 

“Business  in  Restaurants 
is  off  in  all  locations” 
-BOSTON  GLOBE,  JULY  4,  1 979 

BUT!!! 

AT 


Business  is  up  WHY? 

Ask  the  experts! 

“Best  Bet” 

-TV  4  EVENING  MAGAZINE 

“Most  Generous  and  Inclusive 
Salad  Bar  I’ve  Found” 

-BOSTON  PHOENIX 

“Best  Salad  Bar  in  Town” 

-BOSTON  MAGAZINE 

“Without  Peer  in  Harvard  Square” 
-TUFTS  OBSERVER 


The  Garage 

Harvard  Sq. 
Cambridge 
661  8979 


41  Charles  St. 

Beacon  Hill, 

Boston 
723  7537 

Featuring: 
Bottomless  Salads, 
Hamburgers, 
Lasagna, 
Quiche, 

Chili, 

and  much, 
much  more  . . . 


OPEN  7  DAYS  AND  7  NIGHTS  AT  2  LOCATIONS 
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JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5®  each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone' 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  can  have  a  forwarding  box  for  $3 
for  6  weeks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6 
weeks.  This  section  is  for  both  individ¬ 
uals  and  couples,  not  organizations  or 
groups.  We  hope  men  and  women  will 
seek  friends  of  the  opposite  as  well  as 
the  same  sex.  Any  ad  that  Is  clearly  a 
personal  rather  than  a  friendship  ad  will 
be  returned  for  proper  payment  at  the 
personal  rate 


Lonely  GWM  29,  5 '11',  190,  av  Iks,  col. 
grad,  new  to  area  seeks  all  Ms  20-28,  MA 
area  for  friendship  and  fun.  No  drugs.  I’m 
into  sports,  movies,  music,  more.  If 
interested,  send  phone,  photo,  if  poss.,  to 
Russ  at  P.O.  Box  101,  E.  Milton,  MA 
02186. _ • _ (3) 


Looking  for  any  level-headed  profession¬ 
al  into  arts/antiques,  esp.  folk  art,  for 
friendship  &  sharing  enjoyment  of  arts. 
Have  lover,  need  friends  with  similar 
Interests.  Your  age  and  gender  unimpor- 
tant.  I’m  GWM  33.  GCN  Box  79. _ (4) 


GF,  new  in  Boston  area,  loves  to  dance 
disco  and  play  cards.  GF/M  interested  in 
either  please  write  —  before  midnight  so 
you  don’t  forget!  Include  phone  #.  Name 
helpful  too.  GCN  Box  81. _ (2) 


HELP  YOUR  FRIENDS  RELAX 
Serious,  accurate  healing  massage  is 
still  rare  even  among  gays.  Daily  mas¬ 
sage,  both  giving  and  receiving,  should 
be  part  of  everyone’s  life.  Group(s)  now 
forming  to  learn  and  practice  regularly. 
Call  Phil  254-1818,  leave  msg  if  out.  Other 
Teachers  welcome.  (No  $  involved).  (7,2) 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
Newport  with  its  crowds  and  money 

maybe  rich, ‘Du t  it  ain’t  sunny. 

We’ll  just  putt  along  some  more, 
and  see  what’s  on  our  own  south  shore. 
The  weekend  couldn’t  have  been  lovelier. 

\  love  you.  A.U  my  love,  Porcupine. 


UNO  UNO  UNO 

We’ll  see  you  as  soon  as  we  can.  Hope 
you  enjoy  Maine. 


MARILYN,  Rl 

You  really  are  a  fantastic  guide.  Can’t 
thank  you  enough  for  your  generosity  of 
spirit,  etc.  I’ll  watch  where  I  take  off  my 
shoes! 


GWM  40  just  moved  to  Johnson,  VT 
looking  for  GWM  in  Johnson  or  Stowe 
area.  GCN  Box  80. _ (3) 


PAUL  IN  ARLINGTON 
Moved  from  Bowdoin  St.,  have  no  way  to 
contact  you.  Please  write.  Love  ya,  Mike, 
645  Beacon  St.,  #424,  Bos. _ (3) 


Need  friends?  So  do  I!  I’m  a  lesbian,  26, 
living  in  Framingham  area,  reaching  out 
to  my  sisters.  Seems  foolish  to  live  next 
to  each  other  and  never  make  the  con¬ 
nection  simply  because  we’re  afraid  to 
take  the  risk.  We  all  need  good  friends  to 
brighten  up  our  lives.  I’m  willing  —  are 
you?  Weather’s  good  —  let’s  go.  Sue, 
GCN  Box  82. _  (2) 


*JLP* 

As  the  27th  rolls  on  by,  so  does  our  1st 
anniversary.  If  these  last  6  months  are 
any  indication  or  predestination  of  our 
future  together,  let  It  be  so  for  an  eternity. 
Yours,  and  yours  alone,  always,  Flash.  (2) 


To  Joseph  — HMPH—  Love,  Ramon 

My  dearest  Piranha, 

5  more  days  —  I  can  hardly  wait. 

I  love  you.  Yr  I’ll  Shrimple. 


(2) 


WOMEN:  WE  NEED  OUR  OWN 
political  party  to  consolidate  our  power 
and  overthrow  the  economic  and  sexual 
relations  to  bring  about  a  society  that  will 
meet  the  needs  of  the  mothers  &  there¬ 
fore,  all  the  oppressed.  Call  Nancy 
522-5470. _ (?) 


MARK 

Let  us  join  hands  and  reach  up  to  even 
greater  happiness  and  love.  Your  Horny 
Moose. _ (2) 


TEAROOM  TRADE 

GCN  writer  researching  a  non-judgmental 
article  on  tearoom  activity  wishes  to  con¬ 
tact  gay  men,  particularly  in  Boston  or 
New  England,  who  are  willing  to  share 
information  and  experiences,  good  or 
bad,  of  this  type  of  sexual  activity. 
Anonymity  guaranteed.  Contact  GCN 
Box  70. _ (c) 


GWF  24  seeks  woman  24+  to  share 
country  life.  Enjoy  sports,  outdoors, 
animals,  movies,  folk-bluegrass,  smoke, 
occ  bar,  1  hr  north  of  Boston.  GCN  Box 
75. _ (?) 


ROUTE  2  AREA 

Gay  white  male,  53,  5'6",  135  lbs,  cannot 
entertain  at  home.  Seeking  gay  friend  in 
area  of  Route  2  West  of  Boston  for 
weekend  trysts.  Am  a  quiet  person 
seeking  friend  for  sex  and  maybe 
weekend  visits  to  Boston.  GCN  Box  78.  (2) 


GWM,  30,  new  in  town.  Seek  GM  for  fun, 
friendship,  sex.  Tall,  beard,  blue  eyes, 
brown  hair,  GCN  Box  76. _ (3) 

GM  25  sks  person  also  Iking  for  apt  or 
person(s)  seeking  rmmte  Beacon  Hill, 
Back  Bay,  Fenway,  So  End  area.  $175 
max.  Ken  227-7579. _ (2) 

HUSKY  WLBLT  BRIGHT  HUMANE 
Bi  WMA^ar,  35,  5 '7",  165  n  shpe  body  & 
mind,  avrg  Biblical  Iks,  brn  brd,  gentl 
strong  Ik  4  non  fat  non  slim  men  4  dual 
supprt  &  satsfacshn,  value  friend,  discrt, 
muscl  we  ned  us,  not  perfct  but  oasis. 
Box  405,  310  Franklin  St.,  Boston  02110. 
_  (2) 

The  National  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights  needs  a  full-time 
media  person  to  work  out  of  New  York 
City.  We  are  looking  for  someone 
experienced  in  working  with  national  gay 
&  straight  print  &  broadcast  media.  Third 
World  people  are  encouraged  to  apply 
Probable  salary  $150/wk;  job  available 
immediately.  Call  Katherine  at  (303' 
861-8663  or  send  resume  to  The  March  or 
Washington,  Rocky  Mt  Office,  P.O.  Box 
9664,  Denver,  CO  80209. _ (4) 

GAY  MALE  SEEKS  MATE 
GWM,  48,  becoming  active  in  gay  com¬ 
munity,  is  seeking  GM  35 ±  to  60 ±  for  a 
sharing,  caring  together  relationship.  I 
can  relocate  to  your  area.  GCN  Box  69.  (3) 


LEE  TABER 

Call  Ron  at  267-7592 

URGENT 


(49) 


ff  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA> 

02108. 


SERVICES 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 
Beginning,  has  openings. 

David  Seil  Associates 

536-2665. (33) 

NH  GAY  COUNSELING 
Growth  and  crisis  —  men  and  women. 

Individual,  couple  and  family. 

Lyn  Foley,  Judy  Sigler,  both  MSW,  ACSW 
By  app’t  only.  (603)  224-5600.  Concord. 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 

Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart,  Les¬ 
bian  Feminist  Counselor;  first  session 
free.  247-2267.  _ (49) 

GAY?  'MEET  NOW* 

Meet  interesting,  intelligent  people 
Quick-Confidential-Legitimate 
Mass—  NYC— Conn— NE— Nationwide 
Steve  (212)  232-5500  (45) 


Announces  a  new  location 
739  Boylston  St.  Suite  407 
(near  Buddies  -  across  from  Lord  &  Taylors) 
Our  telephone  #  247-1832  is  the  same.( 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 
Newton  Comer,  Mass,  (off  the  Pike) 

.  (617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


LAUREL  COUNSELING 
For  Women 

Students.  Lesbians.  Family  Consultation 
Career  Counseling 
Sliding  Scale.  Initial  Interview  $10 

_ Cambridge  354-7316. _ (4) 

NEW  CAMBRIDGE  CATERERS 
Offering  a  wide  range  of  delicious  pos¬ 
sibilities  for  your  next  party  or  affair. 
Vegetarian  and  traditional  specialties 
available.  Call  Michael  at  (617)  661-2032. 
_ (?) 

STRONG  RESPONSIBLE  MAN 
will  clean  your  apt  or  house  efficiently! 
Quality  work,  reas.  rates,  refs.  Central 
Boston  area  only.  Call  Jim,  eves:  522-7308 
or  424-1070.  No  sex!  _ 0 

MARRIED  AND  GAY? 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service. 
Supportive  therapy  groups  for  married/ 
divorced/separated  gay  men.  For  appoint- 
ment  and  info  call  542-5188. _ (2) 

PETER  PAN  WINDOW  CLEANING 
Clean,  professional  service,  reasonable 
rates.  Call  Billy,  427-3829. _ (5) 

HOROSCOPES 

Astrological  chart  readings,  predictions, 
analysis  of  your  past,  astrological 
counseling,  relationship  analysis.  Single 
or  multiple  sessions  available.  Call  Paul 
between  10am  and  1pm  at  353-1351.  (1) 

GAY  AND  DRINKING? 

The  Homophile  Alcohol  Treatment  Ser-, 
vice  offers  individual,  group  counseling 
for  gays,  including  hearing  Impaired.  80 
Boylston  St.,  Bos.  426-5208. _ (c) 


WOMEN'S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE. 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL 
fer  memn,  their  friers,  m4  femHies. 

(617)861-8824  Lexington,  Mast. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY  —  TROUBLED  GAYS 
Sexual,  family,  other  problems.  I  encour¬ 
age  an  interview  at  no  charge.  Water- 
town,  MA.  Ruth  Chessman  (617)  923-0428. 

_ (52) 

C  &  B  BUILDING 

Carpentry,  renovations,  repairs  &  paint¬ 
ing.  Interior  &  exterior.  Free  estimates. 
Mark  427-1622;  Jim  524-2152. _ (ex) 


Landscaping  and  gardening,  experienced 
in  all  types  of  landscape  work.  Phone  Bob 
Toscano  (617)  267-6188. _ (40) 


ROOMMATES 


Feminist  household  needs  mature,  re¬ 
sponsible  women.  Co-op  chore,  meal 
structure,  Ig  house,  yard,  garden,  near 
bus.  $80-95+  util.  Sharon  (617)  783-4293. 
_ i _ (41 

3  politicalLy'correct 

dykes  seek  4th  for  our  matriarchal  home 
in  West  Somerville.  Near  MTA,  no  pets, 
no  cigarettes.  No  dancing  in  the  aisle.  No 
NUKES.  Call  Jil  at  426-4469  or  Korey  at 
547-2302  days.  (c) 

MALE  ROOMMATE  WANTED 
Quiet,  respon,  mature  male  wanted  to 
share  large  modern  2  bdrm  apt  in  Burling¬ 
ton,  Mass.  Swim  pool,  tennis  crtjiearby. 
$160/mo.  +  util.  Near  128,  Burlington 
Mall.  GCN  Box  61. _ (52) 

3  independent,  friendly,  lesbians  sk  4th. 
Watertown  Sq,  Ig  &  beautiful  4  bdrm  apt, 
safe.  MTA,  $165  ht  inc.  Pkg,  no  pets.  Non- 
smoker.  Aug  1 . 926-8236,  eves. _ (2) 

Lesbian  feminist  seeks  another  to  share 
5  rm,  2  bdrm  apt,  Cen  Sq  area.  $167.50  ava 
Aug  1.  Call  aft  6  wkdays.  Anytime 
wkends.  Evelyn.  547-5038. _ (3) 

ARLINGTON  HEIGHTS 
2  GF  sk  GF  or  GM  for  plsnt  3  br  apt 
nr  T.  Frndly  nbhd.  Humor,  flxblty  + 
Consideration  impt.  $150  incl.  all. 

(61 7)  646-0772  from  2-9  pm _ (2) 

2  GM  considerate  &  clean  seek  living 
situation  with  others  in  Boston.  David  or 
Gerry  482-0137. _ (2) 

GM  seeks  2  for  spacious  apt  with  view 
Aug.  1.  M/F  OK.  Dorchester  10  mins  to  T. 
Supprtv/indepndt.  $60  plus  util.  Call 
Michael  261-8280  days,  288-2046  nights. 
_ (3) 

GM  29  health  prof  seeks  stable  GM 
rmmate  who  has  or  wants  to  search 
together  for  2  br  flat  for  Sept.  1.  Pref. 
Camb,  Somrvl,  Mdfrd,  or  Alstn,  Brighton, 
Brkln  areas.  Call  Larry  776-9469. _ (4) 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sun¬ 
day  publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If 
you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period  a 
$5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 


APARTMENTS 
JOBS  OFFERED 
JUST  FRIENDS 
MOVERS 
PERSONALS 
REAL  ESTATE 
ROOMMATES 

Headlines _ 

First  4  lines_ 


FOR  SALE 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 
LOST  A  FOUND 
ORGANIZATIONS 
PRISONERS 
RESORTS 
SERVICES 


INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  WANTED 
MISCELL. 
PENPALS 
PUBLICATIONS 
RIDES 
WANTED 


_at  $_ 
_at  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $_ 


_per  wk. 
_per  wk. 
_per  wk. 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 


TOTAL  ENCLOSED . $_ 

Please  Print  Neatlv 


Name 


City 


State 


Address 


Zip 


Phone 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


□  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


FOR  SALE:  GAY  BAR  IN  OHIO 
Columbus,  Ohio,  well  estab.  shopping 
center  location,  ample  parking,  approx 
115  seating  capacity.  $37,500.  Write  O.E. 
Tavern,  3442  Cleveland  Ave.,  Columbus 
OH  43224. _ (6) 


APARTMENTS 


ROCKPORT  /  GLOUCESTER 
—  BEVERLY  AREA  - 

GWM,  26,  formerly  from  North 
shore,  quiet,  prof.,  looking  for  sunny 
studio  or  3  rm  apt.  w/heat  &  parking. 
Prefer  G  owned  or  with  other  gay 
tenants.  Thanks.  R.B.,  213  Beacon 
St.,#1-F,  Boston  02116  Tel.  353-0909 
APT  WANTED 

2  GM  seek  1  bd  apt  in  Boston  for  9/1 .  $300 
incl  util  tops.  Have  sm  dog.  We  are 
responsible  tenants.  Write  GCN  Box  72. 
Will  contact  immed. _ (§ 


RESORTS 


COME  TO  PROVINCETOWN 

Find  out  why  so  many  guys  visit  Pro- 
vincetown  at  this  time  of  year.  Carl's 
Guest  House,  68  Bradford  St.,  Province- 
town,  MA  487-1650  _  _  (c) 

KEY  WEST  —  Vacation  this  summer  on 
The  American  Manana  Island  —  Call  toll- 
free  (800)  327-9191  ext.  499  or  write  Busi¬ 
ness  Guild,  P.O.  Box  1208,  Key  West,  FL 
33040  for  our  new  directory  and  map. 

(43) (47) (51} 


WATERSHIP  INN 

7  Winthrop  St.,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094.  Spend  your  vacation  in 
unique  comfort  and  hospitality.  Located 
near  restaurants,  discos  and  beach.  Free 
continental  breakfast. _ (5) 


SOMETHING  DIFFERENT 
An  historic  guest  house,  out  of  the  way  to 
assure  your  privacy.  River  frontage,  water 
falls,  fishing,  hiking,  meals,  many  near-by 
attractions.  No  gas  lines.  Come  for  the 
night,  week,  month.  Call  Ron  or  Pete, 
Inwood  Manor,  E.  Barnet,  VT  05821  (802) 
633-4047.  _ g) 


MOVERS 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges  ! 


Local  Jobs  —  Local  Rates 


354-2184 


FOR  SALE 


ELDERLY  but  functional  Smith-Corona 
manual  typewriter,  CARBON  RIBBON 
style.  Great  for  someone  who  wants 
reproduction  quality  typing.  Price 
negotiable.  Dave  Stryker,  661-6975  (3) 


INSTRUCTION 


SILK  SCREEN  CLASS 
School  of  Contemporary  Music  Coop 
Department,  21  Brookline  Ave,  Boston. 
(617)  267-4079.  July  23-Aug  30,  Mon  & 
Thurs.  6:30-8:00  pm.  $60.00  Includes  lab 
fee. _ ___ _ (2) 


DISCO  BY  THE  SEA! 

Disco  classes  for  gays,  singles  and 
couples,  freestyle  and  partners.  Classes 
begin  Aug  6.  For  info  write  HGS,  P.O.  Box 
37,  Magnolia,  MA  01930, _ (2) 


REAL  ESTATE 


REAL  ESTATE  CONSULTATION 
Customized  counseling  —  answering  if, 
what,  where,  when  &  how  to  buy.  Income 
property  analyzed.  Experienced  real 
estate  consultant.  Fee  $20.  Call  (617) 
267-8203  after  5pm. _ (5) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 


Women’s  Community  Health  Ctr  —  jobs 
as  health  worker,  no  exp  req.  $100/wk.  Ed 
outreach  too.  Black  &  other  3rd  world 
women,  Span/Port  spking,  RN,  esp  en 
couraged  to  apply.  (617)  547-2302,  by  8/3 
or  639  Mass  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(3) 

Carpenter  or  carpenter’s  helper  needed 
for  summer,  possibly  longer,  doing 
residential  remodeling  west  of  Boston. 
Transportation  supplied  from  Arlington. 
Call  after  7  PM,  646-7787,  ask  for  John. 

_ _ _ (2) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


JULY  CLEARSPACE  EVENTS 

20  Women’s  Cold  Pot  Luck  —  Card  & 
Game  Nlte  8pm 

21  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp  (open)  4-6pm 

23  Batik  Wkshp  (open)  8pm 

24  Steering  Committee  Mtg  7:30pm 

25  Joint  Meeting  of  Men's  Connections 
and  Women’s  Concerns  —  Robin 
MacCormack  guest  speaker  7:30pm 

26  Open  Rap  for  Bisexuals  7:30 

27  Men’s  Dance  9pm 

28  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp  (open)  4-6pm 
30  Drop-In  Center  1-4pm 

30  Batik  Workshop  (open)  8pm 

31  Lifestyles  of  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
Open  Discussion  8pm 

AUGUST 

2  Education  Committee  Mtg  7:30pm 
2  Publicity  Committee  Mtg  7:30pm 
4  Minds  &  Bodies  Wkshp  (open)  4-6pm 

7  Steering  Committee  Mtg.  7:30pm 

8  Men’s  Connections  (Social  Evening 
—  Call  for  info)  7:30pm 

9  Fundraising  Com.  Mtg  7:30pm 

Trained  Staffers  on  duty  weeknights  in 
July  except  19,  20,  23.  Call  for  info. 

CLEARSPACE  (617)  876-0215 
485  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  02139 
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ROLL  CALL! 

Come  and  enjoy  the  breeze  with  GRAC  on 
roller  skates.  Meet  at  the  Hatch  Shell  on 
Sundays  at  1  pm  and  we'll  go  as  a  group 
to  rent  skates,  or  bring  your  own.  We're 
also  planning  a  bicycle  excursion  in  the 
near  future.  Please  call  for  details.  Andre 
288-6310. _ _ (4) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Sox  1043— Concord,  NH  03301.  332-4440, 
889-1416,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,"  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa- 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  E.KODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dignity/Boston,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _ _ _ (7-10), 

IN  A  SPIRITUAL  CLOSET? 

The  Orthodox-Catholic  Church-Premier 
Gay-oriented  Ministry,  invites  Inquiries 
from  men  with  priestly  vocation  and  mis¬ 
sionary  zeal.  Box  1273,  Anderson,  SC 
29622.  (4) 


'Reston  Gay  Rap  Group  meets  twice  a 
month,  1st  Friday,  3rd  Tuesday  each 
month.  Get  it  all  together!  Browns 
Chapel,  Rte.  606,  Reston, 22090. 
_  (Vll/23)- 


PUBLICATIONS 


Witchcraft  and  the  Gay  Counterculture,  a 
publication  from  Fag  Rag  Books  will  be 
sent  to  you  post-paid  the  same  day  we 
receive  your  check  for  $6.85.  Write  for  our 
free  catalog.  A  Periodical  Retreat,  336Vi, 
S.  State,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich  48104. _ (2) 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


FOCUS  announces  its  4th  annual  prose 
contest.  $35.00  prize  to  winning  entry. 
Essays,  stories,  personal  histories  (never 
before  published)  will  be  acceptable. 
FOCUS  has  first  publication  rights  on  all 
entries  submitted.  Contest  deadline  ex¬ 
tended  to  Aug.  7, 1979.  Submit  your  entry 
to  FOCUS,  OCBC,  1151  Mass  Ave., 
Cambridge,  M A  021 38. _ (3) 

Guardian,  independent  radical  news- 
wkly,  covers  black,  women’s  .  gay  strug¬ 
gles  and  liberation  movements  around 
the  world.  Special  offer:  six  weeks  for$1. 
Guardian,  Dept.  GCN,  33  W.17  St.,  NY,  NY 
10011.  Jo) 


491-0968 

354-8807 

227-6167 

742-8020 


661-3633 

536-6518 

894-3970 

661-7534 

267-7573 

776-6377 

661-6500 

426-9444 

843-5300 

471-6884 

247-3431 

426-4469 

426-9371 


BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge, 

M  A  02138  524-1890 

BU  Gays,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141 
Cambridge  Women’s  Center 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass. 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

485  Mass.  Av.  Cambridge  876-0215 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Committee  for  Gay  Youth, 

GCN  Box  10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Fag  Rag 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101 
Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Qay  AlAnon  (alcoholics) 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston 
Gay  Business  Assn., 

‘  21  Huntington  Ave.  02116 
Gay  Community  News 
Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Frl.) 

Gay  Legislation,  Suite  407, 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College, 
P.O.  Box  L199,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 
Gay  Nurses’  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  People’s  Group,  UMass/Boston  (Harbor 
Campus),  Bldg  1,4th  fl,  Rm  179  287-1900x2169 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM) 

Gender  Identity  Service 
GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders,  2  Park  Sq. 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 
Good  Gay  Poets 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn. 

Hit  Parade,  85  Appleton 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  * 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165, 

Framingham  01701.  Nites  & 
weekends 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project 

21  Bay  St.  Cambridge  02139 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center 
Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm) 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor’s  Office 
Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186’/2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898,661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge 
02139  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Institute 

Kenmore  Sta.  Box  368  02215  277-3454 

Parents  of  Gay s  542-51 88  (days) 

426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Cambridge 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Tufts  Women’s  Center 


426-9371 

354-0133 

353- 2790 
864-8181 

426-1350 

542-0144 

445-8550 

498-6967 

536-9876 

542-5188 

262-3057 

661-2537 

429-6593 

964-3342 

492-2655 

354- 8807 


354-8807 

536-3788 

725-4009 


’537-5780 

999-1570 

927-2605 

745-5873 

487-0387 


Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  021 39  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  61 7) 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830  363-2286 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-671 1 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester  756-9385 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women’s  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha’s  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420 
New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center 
Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970 

745-0556  (ext.  209) 
•Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition, 

P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield  01201 
Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060 
Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604 
Springfield  01101 
Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst 
Help  Line  664-6391 , 664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  Univ.  Gay  Students  Assn.,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  724-0132 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

44  Washington  St., 

Providence  02903 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta., 

Providence  02912 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St. 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 


THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men. 

BUDDIES 

733  Boylston  St. 

262-2480 
Disco  dancing 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Men. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
.Men  &  Women. 

Quick  Gay  Guide 

MAINE 


HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St.  338-8816 
Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

1254  Boylston  St.  247-0989 
Leather,  Men. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-9066 
Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Men.  Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 

PLAYLAND 

21  Essex  St.  338-7254 
Men  (Some  Women). 


447-7818 


584-4580 


545-0883 

545-3438 


751-3322 


751-3322 


863-2189 


863-2189 

272-9247 


272-8482 

333-1396 


491-6930 

266-3444 

333-0146 

661-0248 


628-5000  x793 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 

31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  224-7027 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Dave  883-4337 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective, 

Box  47,  Penacook 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Concord  224-3785;  E.  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927;  Nashua  889-1416. 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT  656-4173 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11 
Winooski,  05404 

Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 


656-4173 


233-8325 


436-8945 


187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  21  Eliot  St.,  Brattleboro 
Washington  County  Gays 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 
Women’s  Center, 

P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 


775-1946 

254-8176 


863-1236 


(Area  Code  207) 

Center  for  Being,  Alternative  Counseling  Service 
South  Bristol  644-8619 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542, 

Portland  04112 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505  436-8945 

Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Diqnity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford 
06141 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amity  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106 

527-3151 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  information 
(Danbury,  Hartford,  New  Haven, 

Waterbury,  Westport,  etc.)  775-6015 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous, 

New  Haven  (evenings)  777-8979 

Gay  Alliance,  East.  Conn.,  37  Otrobando 
Ave.,  Norwich  06360  889-7530 

Gay  Alliance,  New  Haven  (=  Gay  Alliance 
at  Yale),  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New 
Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs 

06268  486-2273 

Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown 
06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-F  11-2  pm, 

6-1 1  pm,  P.O.  Box  51 4,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Gay  Switchboard,  New  Haven,  M-F  8-11  pm, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  U-1 1 8,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling). 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  522-2763, 747-5451 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National 
Archives,  One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC, 

Hartford  06103 

Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 
Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta., 

Middletown  06457 
MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 
So.  Conn.  Org.  for  Human  Rights, 

P.O.  Box  3792,  New  Haven  06525 
Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St. 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103 
Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester 
06040 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828 

Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 
164  W  21st  St.  #1979  10011 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 1 1 0  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  1 001 0  777-8358 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students’  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  BOx  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 


522-2646 


547-1281 

522-2646 


787-1518 


347-9411 

232-5110 

436-8945 

562-1007 

525-2382 


646-4900 


486-4738 


347-9411 


119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 
Dancing,  Men. 

SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food,  Men. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St.  426-0086 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 


Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  People  in  Health  Care 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014  499-1453 

Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  10011  929-7720 

Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gay  Teacher’s  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 

Gay  Women's  Alternative, 

4  W.  76th  St.  1 0023  532-8669 

Gayellow  Pages 

P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  744-2785 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  532-8197 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

243  W.  20th  St.  10010 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St..  10011  242-1212 

National  Coalition  .of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Health  Collective 
55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010  725-0114 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
156  5th  Ave.,  Rm  505,  10010 
New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014  677-0237 

New  York  U.  Gay  People’s  Union 

Leob  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810  59S-7056 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Alternatives  Corner 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  (516)483-2050 
Bisexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)791-5565 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  1 31 ,  Albany  1 2201  (518)  462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 

42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  1 4607  (7 1 6)  271  -6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14g14  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

Gay  Helpline  (607)797-3453 

(Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.) 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  1 3202  (315)  475-6875 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 

Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Glad  to  Be  Gay  Radio  Show  (WHRW,  90.5FM) 
Thurs.  6:30-7:30  p.m.) 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space 
77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 

Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (607)  722-3629 

(Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 

c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 
Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 


CALENDAR' 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


July  20  mon 


Morristown,  NJ  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  in 
Morris  County  meeting.  Film:  Human 
Sexuality.  Morristown  Unitarian  Fellowship, 
Normandy  Heights  Rd.  8:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Light  Support  Group  tor 
high  school  and  College  age  women  who  are, 
or  are  considering  being,  lesbians.  Meets 
EVERY  MONDAY  from  7-9pm  at  the  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  Join  us  tor  raps, 
projects  and  outings. 


24  tues 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way  (WBUR,  90.9FM).  Join 
co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Socia  and 
their  guests.  8:30-9:30pm. 

Whits  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Assoc,  weekly  rap  session  and  social  held 
EVERY  TUESDAY  from  8-1 1  pm.  WGM A  office, 
255  Grove  St.  All  are  welcome  to  attend.  Call 
WGMA  hotline  any  evening  8-11pm.  (914) 
428-4922. 


Marblahsad,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
(NSGA)  regular  meeting  and  discussion  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  598-5549  for  loca¬ 
tion.  8pm. 

Now  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion  Group 
Open  Rap  for  Women.  26  9th  Ave.  8:30pm.  $2 
donation. 


Somanllla,  MA  —  Meeting  of  Somerville 
lesbians  and  gay  men  to  discuss  harassment 
in  their  neighborhoods  and  to  share  methods 
of  dealing  with  it.  Somerville  Women's 
Center,  38  Union  Square  (entrance  on  Bow  St.) 
7:30pm.  Info:  Jll,  days:  426-8752. 

Somanllla,  MA  —  Boston  Men's  Center  will 
hold  men's  sharing  evening  to  explore  feel¬ 
ings  about  money  and  'success'  In  a  sup- 

Bortive  and  playful  atmosphere.  Somerville 
lulti-servlce  Center,  1  Summer  St. ’(near 
Union  Square).  Info:  776-9660,  Eric. 

Now  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Mother  Custody 
Center-Dykes  and  Tykes.  Legal  Custody 
Clinic,  110  E.  23rd  St.,  Room  502.  Appoint¬ 
ments  780-5777. 


25  wed 


Boston,  MA  —  Midsummer  Mardi  Gras  —  A 
benefit  for  the  Boston  Gay  Hotline  at  Buddies, 
733  Boylston.  In  the  lounge:  'About  Time'  Jazz 
Sextet  at  9:30  and  10:45.  $3  admission 
includes  2  free  drinks.  In  the  disco:  Disco 
Dance  Contest.  $100  first  prize.  General 
admission  $1.  9pm-midnight.  Info:  Gay  Hot¬ 
line  426-9371. 


Boston,  MA  —  Take  a  look  boys!  The  gaymen 
of  BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  are  sponsoring  an  open 
meeting  to  plan  immediate  action  against 
sexual  violence  against  women  and  gay  men. 
Fag  Rag  office,  22  Bromfleld  (Park  St.  Station) 
7:30pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  Wednesday  eve¬ 
nings.  Summer  rap  group  organized  by  and  for 
lesbian  and  gay  youth  14-21.  EVERY 
WEDNESDAY  from  7-9pm  at  the  Arlington  St. 
Church,  355  Boylston.  Join  us  for  an 
alternative  to  the  bars,  to  meet  and  talk  about 
our  lives.  Sponsored  by  the  Committee  for 
Gay  Youth. 

Now  Brunswick,  NJ  —  Open  meeting  of  the 
New  Jersey  Committee  for  the  March  on 
Washington.  Rutgers  University's  College 
Avenue  Student  Center,  4th  floor.  8pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  General  meeting  for  all  men 
and  women  Interested  in  working  with  the 
Massachusetts  Coalition  for  the  March  on 
Washington.  7:30pm  at  the  Glad  Day  Book¬ 
shop,  22  Bromfleld  (2nd  floor).  It  is  important 
that  as  many  lesbians  and  gay  men  as  pos¬ 
sible  help  put  this  march  together  to  Insure 
the  widest  possible  participation  from  our 
region. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Robin  MacCormack  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  at  a  joint  meeting  of. 
Clearspace  Men's  Connections  and  Women's 
Concerns  Committees.  Join  us  at  7:30pm.  485 
Mass.  Ave.  (4th  floor).  876-0215. 

Boston,  MA  —  El  Comite  Latino  de  Lesbianas 
y  Homosexuales  de  Boston  les  invlta  a 
Nuestro  Segundo  Encuentro.  Cenamos  juntos 
y  luego  habra  una  discusion  sobre  el  rol  del 
homosexual  y  la  lesblana  dentro  le  socledad 
latina.  Celebramos  esta  actividad  este 
miercoles,  6:30  a  10pm  en  la  Harriet  Tubman 
House,  566  Columbus  Ave.  (South  End). 
Traigan  comlda  o  bebida.  Para  mas 
informaclon  llamen  a  723-2997. 


26  thurs 


New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  gen¬ 
eral  meeting.  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  Interested  lesbians  and  gay  men 
are  welcome. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  There  will  be  an  open  rap 
for  bisexuals  at  ClearSpace,  485  Mass.  Ave. 
(4th  floor).  7:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  West  Side  Discussion 
Group.  How  gay  people  dress:  the  meaning 
behind  wearing  leather,  colored  handker¬ 
chiefs,  etc.  Unisex.  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St. 
8:30pm.  $2  donation  to  cover  refreshments. 
Concord,  NH  —  Womankind  bag  lunch.  Topic: 
Lesbianism.  Noon  to  1pm.  15  Warren  St.  Free, 
just  bring  your  Hunch 


27  frl 


Bellows  Falls,  VT  —  Mid-summer’s  Nights. 
Hottest  weekend  of  the  summer:  Drinks  and 
bods,  Fri  thru  Sun,  at  Andrews  Inn.  Reserva¬ 
tions:  (802)  463-3966. 

Whits  Plains,  NY  —  Westchester  Gay  Men's 
Association.  First  Annual  Trip  to  Atlantic  City. 
Frl  morn  thru  Sun  aft.  Call  Gay  Hotline  for 
details:  (914)  948-4922. 


Boston,  MA  —  All  women  invited  to  speak  out 
against  rape!  Rape  In  the  street,  In  the  home, 
and  on  the  job.  Come  to  a  street  trial  where  all 
women  charge  Governor  King  and  his 
accomplices  with  rape.  12  noon  on  the  Boston 
Common.  Info:  782-7685. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Men's  Dance  at 
ClearSpace,  485  Mass.  Ave.  (4th  floor).  9pm. 
Boston,  MA  —  Disco  Party-Benefit  for  the 
Boston  Community  School.  8pm  at  107  South 
St.  (near  South  Station).  Featuring  DJ  Frankie 
Lagambina.  Tickets  $3  In  advance,  3.50  at  the 
door.  Info:  542-5351. 

Baltimore,  MD  —  Dignity/Baltimore  (gay 
Catholics)  mass:  'Rest  and  recreation'  at  8pm. 
A  social  follows  the  liturgy.  Corpus  Chrlsti 
Church,  Mt.  Royal  and  Lafayette  Aves. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Discussion  and 
Social  Group.  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St.  7:30pm. 
Info:  691-7428. 


26  sat 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents 
Project  Is  giving  training  sessions  on  the  legal 
issues  surrounding  custody  and  discussions 
with  lawyers  familiar  with  custody  cases. 
There  will  be  three  of  these  sessions  on  con¬ 
secutive  Saturdays,  beginning  this  Saturday. 
10am-5pm.  Call  492-2655  for  info. 

Boston,  MA  —  OUT  HERE!  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-21.  EVERY  SATURDAY  from 
noon  til  5pm  at  the  Arlington  St.  Church,  355 
Boylston.  Join  us  for  raps,  projects  and 
outings.  Sponsored  by  the  Committee  for  Gay 
Youth. 


New  York,  NY  —  Two  rap  groups  for  gay  youth 
and  lesbians.  110  E.  23rd  St.,  Room  502, 
424-3020.  at  11am;  and,  26  9th  Ave.  at  14th  St., 
242-1212,  at  1pm. 


29  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Chlltern  Mt.  Club.  Moat  Mt., 
North  Conway,  NH.  Call  Bob  Randall: 
492-6333  home,  862-8268  work,  tor  more  info. 


Boston,  MA  —  Benefit  concert  sponsored  by 
the  Lesbian  Mothers  Defense  Fund  and  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Parents  Project,  at  Some¬ 
where,  295  Franklin,  from  5-9pm.  The  woman's 
band  ‘Bulletproof  will  play.  Suggested 
donation  $3.  LGPP  has  a  copy  of  the  film  ‘In 
the  Best  Interests  of  the  Children.'  If  you  are 
interested  in  having  it  shown  call  492-2655 
and  leave  a  message. 

Hanovar,  NH  —  Poetry  reading  by  Grace  Paley 
at  Rollins  Chapel  on  the  Green,  Dartmouth 
College.  8pm.  $2.25  donation. 

New  York,  NY  —  New  York  Gay  Lawyers  and 
Law  Students.  First  Annual  Summer  Outing 
Party.  Jacob  Riis  Beach.  Take  the  #3  express 
to  the  southern  end  of  the  line  in  Brooklyn. 
We'll  meet  outside  that  station  at  about  noon. 
Call  628-8532  for  more  info. 


New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Mother’s  Custody 
Center.  Picnic  In  Prospect  Park.  Meet  at  3rd 
St.  entrance  (off  Prospect  Park  West)  at  noon. 
Potluck.  Bring  children,  friends,  softball  stuff, 
frisbees,  music,  poetry  &  ?.  Rain  date:  Aug.  5. 
Info:  777-8358. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS, 
AM740).  Songs  &  Conversation  with  the  Wall¬ 
flower  Order,  a  woman's  music  collective. 
10am. 

Morristown,  NJ  —  Lesbian  feminist  collective 
meeting  from  4-7pm.  Call  343-6402  or  791-4252 
for  more  Information. 

New  York,  NY—  Dyke  Anarchists.  Meeting  at 
339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston)  7pm. 


00  mon 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Folk- 
dancing.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Yard. 
7-9:30pm.  Info:  Dee  at  661-7223,  or  Michael  at 

492-1339. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Feminist  Liberation. 
General  meeting,  at  the  Women's  Center,  243 
W.  20th  St.  691-5460. 


04  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Way'  (WBUR,  90.9FM). 
Join  co-hosts  Ann  Maguire  and  David  Socia 
and  their  guests.  8:30-9:30pm. 

New  York,  NY  —  Lesbian  Mothers  Custody 
Center.  Dykes  and  Tykes  Rap  Sessions.  Topic: 
Building  Support  Networks.  7pm.  110  E.  23rd 
St  Room  502.  Call  777-6357  for  more  Info. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitls  Rap 
Group.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass  Ave.  8pm. 


wed 


oug  i  w< 

Cambridge,  MA  —  I 

'  tg  c 

invited.  7:30pm.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 


Focus  meeting.  All  women 
interested  in  working  on  the  D.O.B.  journal  are 


2  thurs 


Medford,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance. 
Roller  skating  at  the  Bal-a-Rou.  7-9pm.  $2 
(skates  included). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  ClearSpace  needs  new 
members  for  Its  publicity  committee.  Join  us 
at  this  planning  meeting  and  find  out  what's 
involved.  Media  relations/art  design  projects. 
We’re  hoping  to  make  this  a  fun  committee  to 
work  on.  485  Mass.  Ave.  (4th  floor).  8760215. 
New  York,  NY  —  Committee  of  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Male  Socialists.  General  meeting,  at  the 
School  for  Marxist  Education,  830  Broadway, 
8th  floor,  7:30pm.  All  are  welcome.  Info:  (212) 
9863012. 


Group.  Gay  pomo  movie  nights,  featuring  the 
best  In  new  male  films.  Presentation  and 
discussion  by  a  prominent  film  buff.  Unisex. 
8:30pm.  $2  donation.  26  9th  Ave.  691-4733. 


SPECIAL  OFFER  FOR  NEW  SUBSCRIBERS! 
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